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“And (God said): O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in the
garden; so eat from where you desire, but do not go near
this tree, for then you will be of the unjust. Then Satan
whispered to them that he might manifest unto them that
which was hidden from them of their shame, and he said:
Your Lord forbade you from this tree only lest ye should
become angels or become of the immortals.”

— The Quran, “The Heights” 7: 19-20
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Introduction

Paranoia

The greatest success of so-called democratic societies in the developed world,
in escaping the dissent and criticism that destroyed failed experiments like the
Soviet Union, has been their ability to disguise their systems of political control
as independent from the state. The problem is their people’s almost sole reliance
on these conventional sources of information, such as the education system and
the “free press,” which, unbeknownst to them, operate from an unrecognized
central locus of control. The truth, though, is far stranger than the fiction the
masses have been fed. So strange in fact, that it’s possible to easily denounce all
those who say otherwise by labeling them as “conspiracy theorists,” comparing
them to schizophrenics suffering from paranoid delusions.

Derived from the Greek words sehizo and phren, to mean “split mind,” and
often confused with “multiple personality disorder,” schizophrenia is a mental
disorder whose common symptoms include false beliefs, confused thinking,
auditory hallucinations, reduced social engagement and emotional expression,
and inactivity. In other words, schizophrenia can be considered to characterize
“abnormal” social behavior and failure to distinguish “reality.” While some forms
of suspicion are certainly pathological, there is a danger when those in power are
in a position to decide what is “real” when it comes to political truths, as it may
be used as a pretext to suppress critical thinking.

For example, the World Health Organization’s 10th revision of the
International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems
(ICD-10) lists the characteristics of “paranoid personality disorder” (PPD), as
including: “preoccupation with unsubstantiated ‘conspiratorial’ explanations
of events both immediate to the patient and in the world at large.”’ The label
confirms the concerns identified by the British Medical Association, that
psychiatry possesses a built-in capacity for abuse that is greater than in other
areas of medicine: ““The diagnosis of mental illness permits the state to detain an
individual against their will and then insist on treatment in his or her own interest
and in the wider interests of society.”?

Such abuse was discovered in 1969 when the Soviets were found to be using
anti-psychotic drugs to punish and torture dissident. However, as indicated by
Robert Whitaker, in Mad in America: Bad Science, Bad Medicine and the Enduring
Mistreatment of the Mentally 1//, the United States shouldn’t have been so quick to
throw stones. At the time, the United States shared with the Soviets the rank of
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2 Transhumanism

most patients diagnosed with schizophrenia of all the developed world, where
the labeling also had its political uses. Many of those diagnoses could have been
biased. In 1958, the first African-American to apply for admission to the University
of Mississippi was committed to a state mental hospital. Additionally, in the eatly
1970s, American institutions were routinely using neuroleptics to quiet the mentally
retarded, the elderly, and juvenile delinquents. Various cases emerged in Massachusetts,
California, New Jersey, Ohio and others, that were filed by patients who fought to
denounce forced neuroleptic treatments as a violation of their constitutional rights.?

In the 1970s, Martha Beall Mitchell, wife of U.S. Attorney General John
Mitchell, was diagnosed with a paranoid mental disorder for claiming that the
administration of President Richard M. Nixon was engaged in illegal activities.
Many of her claims were later proved correct, and as a consequence the term
“Martha Mitchell effect” was coined to describe mental health misdiagnoses when
accurate claims are dismissed as delusional.

Madness

In “Paranoia and Conspiracy Theories” Dr. Allan Schwartz, on MentalHealth.net, asks
an unintentionally rhetorical question: “What are the reasons for these beliefs in plots
and why do they all involve government cover-ups?” This is followed by the required
disclaimer, “First, it’s important to say that conspiracies do happen.” The unanswered
question is when is the study of conspiracy legitimate enquiry and when is it paranoia?
While conspiracies are by their nature secret, and often intricate and complex, or
even bizarre, they may be difficult but not necessarily impossible to prove. Rather, the
suggestion that the consideration of the possibility of a conspiracy is “paranoia” is a
cowatdly ad homimen fallacy employed by the media to stigmatize such debate. In
Manufacturing Consent Noam Chomsky remarked that, “The phrase ‘conspiracy theory’ is
one of those that’s constantly brought up, and I think it’s effect simply is to discourage
institutional analysis.”™

On the contrary, constant suspicion of the activities of those in power is the only
true expression of mental health. Any populace is only as good as the people who rule
them. All worldly power is fallible, and must be kept in check by a vigilant citizenry.
It is forgetting our individual responsibilities for social and political activism that is
our collective ruin. However, because the media and academia completely ignore cases
derided as “conspiracy theory,” those who suspect a hidden agenda are left to fend for
themselves, and their amateurish research skills often lead them into absurd fantasies,
giving conspiracy research a bad name. Nevertheless, while not as far-fetched as many
of their claims will propose, even the most supetficial investigation begins to reveal
mountains of evidence in support of much nefarious activity infecting current systems
of power, and the degree to which popular culture is a sugar-coated Disney fantasy.

The truthis a bizarre history thatinvolves the influence of secret societies, who follow a
cotetie of strange superstitions and who are guided by a grand ambition of achieving global
power through surreptitious means. Paradoxically, while serving as the same label used to
dismiss criticism of the pernicious influence these secret societies, the development of the
use of the term schizophrenia derives from a tradition in psychiatry which is at the root of
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their occult ideology, currently making itself known as “transhumanism.” Schizophrenia
is for them taken to embody the state of consciousness attained by the mystics of old, like
the shamans of Central Asia or the participants of the Ancient Mysteries.

Taking Friedrich Nietzsche as their model, madness is perceived as an emblem of
the philosopher who, in the face of the apparent meaninglessness of existence,
dared to confront the bewildering confusion of thoughts and possibilities that
ensued, and was therefore blessed with a temporary glimpse at the higher insights,
before he finally cracked. The experience is aptly portrayed in The Scream, painted
by Edvard Munch in 1893, which according to Munch’s biographer, Sue Prideaus, The Scream
is “a visnalization of Nietzsche’s cry, ‘God is dead, and we have nothing to replace hine’.”®

Nietzsche exemplified, for the generations of his followers, a belief in the
mystical powers of madness. It was his own “Parable of the Madman” that
he put forth his famous declaration that “God is dead,” suggesting that those
who dared to apprehend the truth were perceived as mad, when it was the rest
of society who were truly insane. As Nietzsche wrote, “all superior men who
were irresistibly drawn to throw off the yoke of any kind of morality and to
frame new laws had, if they were not actually mad, no alternative but to make
themselves or pretend to be mad.”






1. Magic & Mysticism

All-Seeing Eye

It is therefore no accident that Nietzsche’s ideal of the “Superman,” who affronts
the bleak truth of nihilism, and transcends the values of human society, becoming
a god who makes himself into his own image, represents the grand ideal of the
transhumanists. Transhumanism is a recent pseudo-scientific movement currently
gaining wide popularity, which purportedly aims at perfecting the physical and
psychological nature of the human being, with an eventual aim of achieving
immortality by merging man and machine. Simply put, transhumanism is the
quest to use all the advances of modern science to augment human potential, and
ultimately, to achieve immortality.

These ideas had already been glamorized in Hollywood over the past few
decades, such as Stanley Kubrick’s version of 2007: A Space Odyssey by Arthur C.
Clarke. Other movies following the transhumanist trends have been Blade Runner,
following Phlip K. Dick’s Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, The Matrix, the remake
of Robocop, and Avatar and Promethens. In Limitless, Bradley Cooper plays a struggling
author who achieves fame and success through the use of nootropic drugs, also
known as “smart drugs”” And more recently, Her features Joachin Phoenix’s
character falling in love with an Al computer, and in Transcendence Johnny Depp
is “mind-uploaded” to a computer. Transhumanist themes have also surfaced
in other media, such as the television seties Ancients of Stargate SG-1, manga and
the anime classics Akira and Ghost in the Shell, role-playing games like Riffs and
video games like Halo, Deus Ex and the BioShock series, where humans develop a
technology which grants them seemingly magical powers, including telekinesis and
superhuman strength.

It is Luey, with femme du jour Scarlett Johansson, that is most closely aligned
with the premise of MK-Ultra, that the use of “mind-expanding” drugs can help
us expand our consciousness, to assist us in the end-goal of transhumanism. The
source of the movie’s title is explained as referring to Lucy, the name given to the
fossil of the eatliest human (Auwstralopithecns) who lived an estimated 3.2 million
years ago. The insinuation is that Lucy will be like a new Eve, becoming the first
“transhuman.” And there is one more clue associated with the choice of the movie’s
title: the name of “Lucy” was selected for the fossil inspired by the Beatles’ song,
“Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds,” from their 1967 Sgz. Pepper’s album. Although
John Lennon at first denied it, in an interview with Uncut magazine, Paul McCartney
finally admitted that that the song was really about LSD.!
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6 Transhumanism

Transhumanism is an extension of the dangerous belief in human perfectibility
derived Social Darwinism and eugenics, which flourished in the early twentieth
century under the sponsorship of the Rockefeller Foundation, before achieving
notoriety through the horrors of the Nazi regime. After World War 1I, when
these practices were imported into the United States, the study of what is known
as cybernetics, which sought advanced methods of population control, evolved
in two directions: the development of the personal computer and a covert CIA
“mind-control” project known as MK-Ultra, which fostered the proliferation of
psychedelic drugs, in an effort to transform society following the blueprint of
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World.

The very strange truth is that both these trajectories represented a combined
mission inspired by the age-old belief in magic and mysticism, referred to as the occult,
adapted from Freemasonry and its popular manifestation, the New Age movement.
Despite the veneer of scientific rationalism that transhumanism attempts to portray,
it is an occult philosophy based on an interpretation of the story of the Book of Genesis,
where the devil promised that if Adam and Eve partook of the fruit of the “Tree
of Knowledge” they would “become as gods.” Their model is the ancient shaman
of Central Asia, who partook of the forbidden fruit that could “make one wise,” or
psychoactive substances, which are now being termed “entheogens,” that allowed
them to communicate with the spirit world or “gods.” The combined significance
is that computers are seen as the equal of the “apple” of the Tree of Knowledge,
contributing to the creation of a collective consciousness, by way of a global network
of personal computers, or the Internet, by which humanity becomes God, or the
Masonic “all-seeing eye” of the reserve side of the American dollar bill.

The transhumanists view the attainment of such supreme artificial intelligence
as heralding the advent of what they call the “singularity.”” An important exponent of
the idea is Ray Kurzweil, head of engineering at Google, under whose stewardship
the company, which normally subscribes to the dictum of “don’t do evil,” has
recently broadened the scope of its business to cover the gamut of transhumanist
interests, including artificial intelligence (AI) and even longevity. The so-called
singularity, according to transhumanists, will mark the moment when man will
have evolved into a post-human existence through “mind uploading,” having
achieved immortality by being merged with the Internet, being likened to the New
Age concept of a “collective consciousness,” or “global brain.”

Religious Experience

The schizophrenic’s detachment from reality, and particularly symptoms such as
auditory hallucinations, are understood by the modern psychiatric establishment
as corresponding to the trance states attributed to the ancient mystics, and
their supposed communion with the “divine.” Ruaridh Owen explained in
“Schizophrenia — From Devilry to Disease,” for Res Medica the Journal of the Royal
Medical Society, that while such cases were once persecuted as forms of demonic
possession, they are viewed today as a treatable mental condition.” The symptoms
ascribed to schizophrenia have been noted for thousands of years, including in
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Ancient Egypt, Hindu culture, Ancient Greece and China, Islamic civilization and
even the witches of Europe.

Ultimately, transhumanism, like all modern occultism, is founded on an attempt
to resurrect these traditions. As absurd as such an assertion might seem, that is
precisely what the proponents of transhumanism hint at in their own publications,
although they are far too circumspect to admit so openly, recognizing they will
lose all credibility if they should. For example, Nick Bostrom, an Oxford professor,
one of the leading exponents of transhumanism today and founder of Humanity+
(formerly the World Transhumanist Association), admits that the organization
“was founded to develop a more mature and academically respectable form of
transhumanism, freed from the ‘cultishness’ which, at least in the eyes of some
critics, had afflicted some of its earlier convocations.”

Nevertheless, in_4 History of Transhumanist Thought, Bostrom discusses the history
of transhumanism by aligning it clearly with the great personalities and trends of
occult history, without exposing their connection to that tradition. Bostrom openly
admits that transhumanism was founded in alchemy and mysticism. The general
consensus among scholars is to qualify “mysticism” as the pursuit of “union” with
“God.” Historically, however, mysticism has been practiced outside of orthodox
religious tradition, typically among heretical orders, where their practices and
understanding of the nature of God approximate those found in paganism. In
contrast to orthodox rational religious experience, mysticism attempts to commune
with “spirits,” or what are interpreted to be “gods,” and towards the performance
of “miracles,” or magic.

As explained in the Encyclopedia Britannica’s article on the topic, it has been
recognized that there are two distinct types of religious experience. The first,
normally associated with orthodox religious traditions, derives from an apprehension
of the sublimity of God and his attributes:

...specific experience such as wonder at the infinity of the cosmos, the
sense of awe and mystery in the presence of the sacred or holy, feeling of
dependence on a divine power or an unseen order, the sense of guilt and
anxiety accompanying belief in a divine judgment, or the feeling of
peace that follows faith in divine forgiveness. Some thinkers also point to
a religious aspect to the purpose of life and the destiny of the individual.

This type of experience contrasts with mysticism, normally associated
with heterodox approaches to religion or the occult, which according to the
Encyclopedia Britannica, is “the explicitly mystical sort of experience in which the aim is
to pass beyond every form of articulation and to attain unity with the divine.” So while
the first is purely rational, mysticism involves some type of sensory experience. As
such, mystical experiences derive from a mischaracterization of what constitutes the
“divine.” Because God is a conscious non-material entity, He is mistakenly assumed
to be composed of “spirit.”” In this way, any experience with inexplicable phenomena,
despite the fact that they might have some scientific basis yet to be discovered, is
mistakenly interpreted as partaking of the “supernatural.” Likewise, any conscious
non-material entities, such as spirits or demons are likewise assumed to be “divine.”
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Studies in neuroscience now confirm the physiological basis of this dichotomy.
For example, Andrew Newberg, Director of the Center for Spirituality and the
Mind at the University of Pennsylvania, discovered decreased brain activity
during “religious” meditation among Buddhist monks and Catholic nuns. Both
groups showed increased activation of both frontal lobes and decreased activity
of the right parietal lobe at the point where the meditators reported reaching a
state of total absorption and “oneness.” However, during other modes of religious
experience, such as prayer or the reading of scripture, the results were the opposite.
Neurologist Michael Spezio’s and Nina Azari’s research concluded an increase in
right parietal lobe activity, as well as frontal lobe activity.*

Likewise, the use of psychedelic drugs can induce powerful psychological
experiences that can be confused as partaking of the “divine.” Many who have
experimented with psychedelics report having had profound and transformative
experiences that have changed their lives for the better. Is is very possible that there
are a number of positive benefits that can be associated with their use. There are
numerous substances in nature which are either curative or poisons, and sometimes
both, depending on the dosage. Drugs, however, are poisons that affect the mind.
The enthusiasm with which they have been adopted by some as “medicine” is
irresponsible. Rather, they may be characterized as in The Quran 2:2129, which says
intoxicants can be both good and bad, but that the bad outweighs the good.

Kabbalah

While the transhumanists’ simultaneous interest in science and superstition may
seem contradictory, magic has always attempted to don the mantle of “science,”
in other words, pseudo-science. Since the Enlightenment of the eighteenth
century, and its attack on religion which it repudiated as “superstition,”
Western society has entered a period of marked skepticism. It has followed an
empiricism whereby anything that cannot be demonstrated physically through
science is denounced as “myth.” However, while the possibilities of magic have
been denied in recent times, it has been practiced for centuries, and merely
partakes of physical laws that have yet to be acknowledged by modern science.
Nevertheless, as it was most often used for maleficent purposes and typically
involved gruesome concoctions and practices, magic has been castigated
throughout the centuries. Because it tended to be seen as the preserve of cranks
and villainous scoundrels, it has tended to employ the pretense of “spirituality”
and of being sought for the benefit of mankind. For that reason, most
commonly, magic has been associated with science and particularly medicine,
where throughout the ages sorcerers were regarded as “medicine men.”

Magic purports to be based on harnessing the hidden forces of nature,
sometimes real and sometimes imagined. Therefore, throughout the centuries,
many of history’s most celebrated scientists have also been sorcerers, who have
sought to expand their knowledge and use of those forces. Marcel Mauss has noted:

Magic is linked to science in the same way as it is linked to technology. It
is not only a practical art, it is also a storehouse of ideas. It attaches great



Magic & Mysticism 9

importance to knowledge, one of its mainsprings. In fact as far as magic is
concerned, knowledge is power. .. It quickly set us a kind of index of plants,
metals, phenomena, beings and life in general, and became an early store of
information for the astronomical, physical and natural sciences. It is a fact
that certain branches of magic, such as astrology and alchemy, were called
applied physics in Greece. That is why magicians received the name of
physikoi and that the word physikos was a synonym for magic.’

Some of the earliest examples of magic were the rites dedicated to the ancient
dying-god. The first to recognize the recurring archetype of the dying and rising
gods was James Frazer in The Golden Bough, which has had a substantial influence
on Eutropean literature and thought. Although modern pagans would deny it,
claiming the worship their “horned-god” was ignorantly disparaged by the bigotry
of the Chutch, the dying-god was universally viewed as a god of evil.” Worshipped
throughout the ancient Middle East, but under different names depending on the
locale, the dying-god was identified with the Sun, who dies at the Winter Solstice
and resurrects at the Spring Equinox, or Easter. His goddess-spouse was Venus, the
“morning star,” though the two could be confused as dual aspects of the same god.
The Latin name for Venus was Lucifer.

The dying-god was universally regarded as the god of the underworld, where he
ruled over the “spirits of the dead,” as discarnate entities were interpreted to be by
many early cultures. While the possibility of the existence of disembodied entities is
ridiculed in Western academia and considered contrary to science and empiricism,
belief in such entities throughout human history has been nearly universal. They
have gone under many names and interpretations throughout the centuries, including
ghosts, goblins, demons, leprechauns, elves, fairies, and in Islam they are known as
“Jinn,” popularized in the English language as “genies.” Most recently, they have also
been referred to as extra-terrestrials.

The worship of the dying-god normally involved some kind of intoxicant,
producing a state in which the “god” was able to possess the worshipper. Rites usually
involved imitating the myths of the god’s death and resurrection by performing
human sacrifice, usually that of a child, and were most often followed by sexual orgies.
Ritual copulation between a priest and priestess, personifying the god and goddess,
was known as the Hieros Gamos, or “sacred marriage.” Thus, as explained by James
Frazer, was produced the “sacred king,” who was not just a temporal ruler, but the
actual earthly embodiment of the god.

An early example of the dying-god cult was when in Egypt the Israelites learned
of the worship of the Egyptian dying-god named Osiris, who was the origin of the
incident of the Golden Calf, and which so angered Moses that he broke the tablets
of the Ten Commandments. After they entered Palestine, the Jews continued to
worship the dying-god in the form of Baal, as he was known to the Canaanites.
According to Deuteronomy 18:9-10:

When you have come into the Land which the Lord, your God, is giving
you, you shall not learn to imitate the abominations of the people there.
Let there not be found among you anyone who immolates his own son or
daughter in the fire, nor a fortune-teller, soothsayer, charmer, diviner or
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caster of spells, nor anyone who consults ghosts and spirits or seeks oracles
form the dead. Anyone who does such things is an abomination to the Lord.

According to the Bible, God punished the Jews for these offences and sentagainst
them first the Assyrians, and then the Babylonians, who took them into captivity
during the first half of the sixth century BC. However, instead of reforming their
ways, mystically-inclined Jews reformulated the teachings of Judaism by creating
what is known as the Kabbalah, which represents the cooptation of the dying-
god cult, along with elements of Babylonian magic, astrology and numerology.
According to the Quran, a group of apostate Jews in Babylon sold their souls to
learn magic from the “devils,” which they falsely attributed to Solomon. Islam
views Solomon as one of the elect of God, who was endowed with many God-given
gifts, including the ability to speak to animals and control the wind. He was given
the power to command the “Jinn” to build his magnificent temple, known as the
Temple of Jerusalem, which was destroyed by the Babylonians.

According to Islamic tradition, the Jinn in Solomon’s employ wrote their
knowledge in a book which they buried beneath Solomon’s throne. Then the book
was found, the knowledge it contained, which was magic, was falsely attributed
to Solomon. The legend of Solomon’s magical knowledge persisted through the
centuries, such as the example of the seventeenth-century grimoire, The Lesser Key
of Solomon. Ars Goetia is the title of the first section of The Lesser Key of Solomon,
containing descriptions of the seventy-two demons that King Solomon is said to
have evoked and confined in a bronze vessel sealed by magic symbols, and that he
obliged to work for him. In demonology, a seal, also know as a sigil, is the signature
of a devil, demon or similar spirit, usually in order to sign a soul away.

In 538 BC, Babylon was conquered by the Persians, led by Cyrus the Great.
The Persians followed the religion of Zoroastrianism, which was also infected
by the Kabbalistic cult of the dying-god, where it produced the cult of the Magi,
from whom we derive our word for “magic.” However, as demonstrated by
scholar R. C. Zachner, the rites attributed to the Magi did not belong to orthodox
Zoroastrianism, although they were attributed to its founder, Zoroaster.
Essentially, the Magi practiced mystery rites dedicated to the Persian version of
the dying-god, known as Mithras. A papyrus glossary called Mithras “the Persian
Prometheus.”® Throughout the centuries, Prometheus has been associated with
the infernal dying-god of the mysteries, and therefore with Lucifer. Like Satan,
who led man to the Tree of Knowledge, Prometheus stole fire from the gods to
liberate humanity.

The secret rites of the heretical Magi were nocturnal and orgiastic, and
combined with the Haoma, an intoxicating drink prepared from the sacred plant of
Zoroastrianism.” Haoma had its equivalent in Soma, a Vedic ritual drink of importance
among the early Indo-Iranians, and the subsequent Vedic and greater Persian cultures.
It is frequently mentioned in the Rigreda and the Avesta, the primary collection of
sacred texts of Zoroastrianism. The Haoma has long been associated with the Tree of
Knowledge."” The Petsians would say, “Haoma was the fitst of the trees, planted by
Ahutra Mazda in the fountain of life. He who drinks of its juice never dies!”"
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Although there has been much speculation concerning what is most likely to
have been the identity of the original plant, there is no solid consensus on the
question. It is described as being prepared by extracting juice from the stalks of a
certain plant. Plutarch described a sacrifice offered by the Magi of a wolf made to
the spirit of evil. “In a mortar,” he says, “they pound a certain herb called Haoma
at the same time invoking Hades [Ahriman: the Zoroastrian devil], and the powers
of darkness, then stirring this herb in the blood of a slaughtered wolf, they take it
away and drop it on a spot never reached by the rays of the Sun.”"?

Cyrus released the Jews from captivity, after which many returned to Palestine,
though others found their way to various other parts of the world, especially Egypt
and Asia Minor. There, the Kabbalists were confused for Babylonian Magi, and
exercised a profound influence, particularly on the Greek philosophy. As recounted
by Pliny the Elder in the first century AD:

In the East, doubtless, [magic] was invented, in Persia and by Zoroaster.
All the authorities agree in this... I have noticed that in ancient times, and
indeed almost always, one finds men seeking in this science the climax
of literary glory, at least Pythagoras, Empedocles, Democritus, and Plato
crossed the seas, exiles, in truth, rather than travelers, to instruct themselves
in this. Returning to their native land, they vaunted the claims of magic and
maintained its secret doctrine."?

The first influence of Mithraism in Greece was in the form of the religion of
Orphism, which in turn influenced the Mysteries of Dionysus or Bacchus, who
was equated with Hades, the Greek god of the underworld. Heraclitus, a Greek
philosopher of the sixth century BC, equated the rites of the Bacchants with those
of the Magi, and commented: “if it were for Dionysus that they hold processions
and sing hymns to the shameful parts [phalli], it would be a most shameless act; but
Hades and Dionysus are the same, in whose honor they go mad and celebrate the
Bacchic rites,” and of the “Nightwalkers, Magi, Bacchoi, Lenai, and the initiated,”
all these people he threatens with what happens after death: “for the secret rites
practiced among humans are celebrated in an unholy manner.”

Much like the Haoma of the Magi, it is widely believed that &ykeon that was
used in the Eleusinian Mysteries, most famous of the secret religious rites of
ancient Greece, usually refers to a psychoactive compounded brew. The Eleusinian
Mysteries were initiation ceremonies held every year for the cult of Demeter and
Persephone based at Eleusis in ancient Greece. The mysteries represented the
myth of the abduction of Persephone from her mother Demeter by Hades, the
king of the underworld. The purpose of these rites, through the use of rhythms
and intoxicants, was to achieve possession by the “god.” The state was known to
the Greeks as “enthusiasmos,” from entheos, which translates as “full of the god,
inspired, possessed,” and is the origin of the English word “enthusiasm.”

The ancient Greek philosopher Pythagoras was influenced by Orphism, who in
turn influenced Plato. And, from Plato was derived the tradition of Neoplatonism,
which was one of several important mystical traditions which shaped the culture
of Roman times. At the city of Alexandria in Egypt, the influence of the Magi,
Jewish magic and Greek philosophy cross-fertilized each other, producing
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Hermeticism, Gnosticism and the various Ancient Mysteries. Gnosticism was a
heresy of Christianity which derived from what Gershom Scholem called “Jewish
Gnosticism,” an early form of Jewish mysticism that led to the development of the
Kabbalah. Although the cosmologies of the various Gnostics sects differed, their
central doctrine was based on a reversed interpretation fo the Bible, where God was
evil, and the devil, who led man to the Treek of Knowledge, was good.

Hermeticism is a religious and philosophical tradition based primarily on
pseudepigraphical writings attributed to a supposed ancient Egyptian sage name
Hermes Trismegistus (“Thrice Great”). Some texts were gathered together at an
unknown date in what is called the Corpus Hermeticum, which still exists. Another
longer text, the extremely influential Asclepins, preserved in a Latin translation,
possibly of the third century AD, stands alone. “Our ancestors,” declares the
Asclepins, “discovered the art of creating gods.” They made statues, “and because
they could not create souls, they conjured the souls of demons or messengers and
introduced them by holy and godly mysteries into the images of the gods, so that
they received the power to cause good and evil.”'¢

Templars

These early mystical traditions were perpetuated in later centuries through the
influence of an occult community known as the Sabians of Harran, in south-eastern
Turkey. The Sabians, who served translators of works of classical philosophy,
exercised a corruptive influence in the Islamic world, resulting in the emergence
of occult-oriented expressions such as Sufism, and most importantly, the tenth-
century Brethren of Sincerity, who were highly regarded by generations of later
Kabbalists."” The founders of the Brethren of Sincerity belonged to the heretical
Muslim tradition of the Ismailis, a Shia sect of Islam.

The most famous Ismaili leader was Hasan ibn Sabbah, known as the “Old
Man of the Mountain,” who founded the terrorist order known as the Assassins.
Their Arabic name was “Hashishim,” or “eaters of hashish.” As described by
Marco Polo, Sabbah would provide hashish to his recruits to delude them into
following his Gnostic ideology and for carrying out acts of terrorism on his behalf.
Assassin survivors, known as Nizari Ismailis, flourish to this day under the spiritual
leadership of the Aga Khan.

According to Rosicrucian legend, an order of crusading knights known as the
Templars, or the Order of Solomon’s Temple, made contact with the Assassins, or
with the Sabians, and “rescued” a number of these “Eastern mystics” and brought
them to Scotland, where they founded the traditions of Scottish Rite Freemasonry.
However, through they grew to be an important military and political power in the
subsequent century, the Templars were arrested in 1307 by order of the King of
France. Among the accusations against them were those of practicing witchcraft,
denying the tenets of the Christian faith, spitting or urinating on the cross during
secret rites of initiation, worshipping the devil in the shape of a black cat, and
committing acts of sodomy and bestiality. The Templars were also charged with
worshipping a skull or head called Baphomet and anointing it with blood or the fat
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of unbaptized babies. Many Templars were executed or imprisoned and in 1314 the
order’s last Grand Master, Jacques de Molay, was burned at the stake.

The Templars had been sponsored by the nobility of southern France,
particularly of Anjou and Aquitaine, who later intermarried with British aristocracy
to produce the Plantagenets. These various families were connected to the Grail
legends, which resulted from the spread of Kabbalistic teachings that followed
Hugues de Payens’ trip to Europe in 1128.

It has long remained legend that the Templars discovered some important
“treasure” during their time in the Holy Land. It has been verified that the
Templars in fact conducted excavations beneath the old Jerusalem Temple.® There
they may have discovered the ancient text known as the Sefer ha-Bahir, or the “Book
of Brightness,” as the circumstances of the book’s appearance, a fragmentary and
badly assembled text, are a mystery to scholars. Scholars of the Kabbalah surmise
that the Gnostic ideas it expressed represented a lost tradition that may have
survived among the Sabians and Mandeans. As indicated by Scholem, although
derived from eatlier traditions, the emergence of the Kabbalah in Southern
France, represented a synthesis of the lost Gnostic tradition belonging to the
first centuries AD, that had been long forgotten in Judaism, and which was
rediscovered through the Babir.

The royal families of Europe also adopted for themselves heraldic symbols
that were emblems of Jewish heritage. The kings of England adopted the Lion of
Judah, the Kings of France the lily and the Plantagenets the red rose. The second
chapter of the Song of Solomon, the book of the Bible most revered by occultists and
Kabbalists for its secret allegory of “love,” begins with, “I am the rose of Sharon,
and the lily of the valleys.” The Zobar, the most important medieval Kabbalistic
text, begins with an exposition of this passage, equating the rose with the “Jewish
congregation.” Often called the “Mystical Rose of Heaven,” the rose represents the
Virgin Mary, who esoterically is understood to symbolize the goddess or Venus, in
other words, the Shekhinah, the female principle of the Kabbalah. The rose was
composed of five petals, recalling the five-pointed star or pentagram of Lucifer, the
original Latin name for Venus.

Most occult histories focus on the history of the Templar, both because it
marks the birth of the occult tradition in the west, and because they are perceived
as martyrs in the battle of “liberty” against religion. In actual fact, the Templar
holdings were handed over to their rivals, the Knights Hospitallers, also known as
the Knights of St John, and founded around 1023. After the conquest of Jerusalem
in 1099 during the First Crusade, the organization became a religious and military
order under its own Papal charter, and it was charged with the care and defense of
the Holy Land. Following the reconquest of the Holy Land by the Muslims, the
Hospitallers operated from Rhodes, over which it was sovereign, and later from
Malta, after which they were renamed as the Knights of Malta.






2. Alchemy

Useful Arts

Tellingly, in the History of Transhumanism, Nick Bostrom regards transhumanism as
being rooted in the tradition of the “golem” of Kabbalistic lore, a supposed animated
being crafted from inanimate material through magical means. The popularity of
the golem theme was symptomatic of the rise in interest in an aspect of Kabbalah
known as practical Kabbalah, which included magic, astrology and alchemy. The
widespread popularity of these ideas, which begins with the Templars, largely
shaped the Italian Renaissance and also resulted in the tragedy of the European
witch trails. Paradoxically, it was just such an interest in these pseudo-sciences that
gave birth to the European scientific tradition.

As noted by David F. Noble in The Religion of Technology, contrary to assumptions
that science and religion are incompatible, science today has achieved almost
cultlike status, largely through its unacknowledged heritage in religious thinking.
As explained by Noble:

What we experience today is neither new nor odd but, rather, a continuation
of a thousand-year-old Western tradition in which the advance of the
useful arts was inspired by and grounded upon religious expectation. Only
during the last century and a half or so has this tradition been temporarily
interrupted—or, rather, obscured—by secularist polemic and ideology,
which greatly exaggerated the allegedly fundamental conflict between
science and religion.!

However, while Noble is correct to interpret the cult of science as founded in
religion, he failed to qualify that the ideas behind the trend he identified were rooted
not in orthodox religious tradition, but in mysticism and the occult. Religion and
science are not incompatible. There are contradictions that have been revealed in the
Bible account due to recent discoveries, but these conflicts don’t deny the existence of
a divine creator, they just question the validity of the claim that the Bible is his word.
Rather, science has long been compatible with the belief in the existence of God, and
in fact flourished alongside religion, as in the example of Islamic civilization, which
is the true source of the Western scientific tradition. However, much of the tradition
of science in Western culture has been pseudo-science, not because of its association
with religion, but rather because of its sources in mysticism and the occult.

Although occult philosophies like Neoplatonism and Hermeticism, and their
related studies of astrology and alchemy, could often disguise themselves as scientific
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pursuits, they were nevertheless traditions that were historically associated with the
worship of the powers of darkness. Like the Gnosticism from which they derive,
this cult that spread with the growing influence of the Kabbalah typically venerated
Lucifer or some equivalent as the true god, and the basis of these theologies
ultimately involved the practice of black magic.

These traditions were often given a Christian veneer by mystics attempting to
work within the Church but who were often castigated as heretics. For example,
according to Noble, the veneration of science begins with John Scotus Erigena (c.
815 — c. 877). Through his influence, what came to be known as the “useful arts”
were perceived as elevating man to the status of a god. Erigena, an Irish theologian,
is considered the greatest Christian philosopher of the Dark Ages. However, in his
principal wortk, On the Division of Nature, John Scotus attempted to reconcile the
Neoplatonist doctrine of emanation with the Christian interpretation of creation,
and though highly influential upon his successors, notably the Western mystics
and the thirteenth century Scholastics, it eventually suffered condemnation by the
Church because of its pantheistic implications. Striking similarities have also been
recognized between his speculations and those of Kabbalistic writings, such as the
Sepher ha-"iyyun, or “Book of Speculation.”

But it was in the twelfth century that the newly exalted view of the useful arts
truly took hold, especially among the Benedictines and Cistercians. According to
Noble, the founding prophet of this renewed expectation was Joachim of Fiore
(c. 1135 — 1202), a Cistercian abbot from Calabria, and a disciple of Bernard of
Clairvaux, the spiritual mentor of the Templars. Although Thomas Aquinas refuted
his theoties in his Suwmma Theologica, in The Divine Comedy, the occult-inclined Dante
placed him in paradise.

The mystical basis of Joachim’s teaching was his millenarian doctrine of the
“Eternal Gospel,” founded on an interpretation of the Revelation 14: 6. He believed
that history, by analogy with the Trinity, was divided into three fundamental epochs.
First was the Age of the Father, corresponding to the Old Testament, characterized
by obedience of mankind to the Rules of God. Second was the Age of the Son,
between the advent of Christ and 1260, represented by the New Testament, when
Man became the son of God. And finally, the Age of the Holy Spirit when mankind
was to come in direct contact with God, reaching the total freedom preached by
the Christian message. In this new Age the ecclesiastical organization would be
replaced and the Church would be ruled by the Ozrder of the Just, later identified
with the Franciscan order.

Animportant member of the Franciscans was English philosopher Roger Bacon
(1214 — 1294), who was imprisoned or placed under house arrest for his excessive
interest in astrology and alchemy. In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, other
Franciscan advocates of the arts followed Bacon’s lead, among them the famed
alchemist Raymond Lully. Lully was a practicing physician as well as an astrologer,
and a large body of work on esoteric subjects was falsely attributed to him during
the Middle Ages and Renaissance.

Alchemy, which is derived from Hermeticism, was transmitted to Europe via
the heretical Muslims. In the Islamic world, the influence of the Hermetic teachings
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of the Sabians helped to shape the pursuit of chemistry among the Muslim scientists,
which was studied mostly in connection with alchemy. Even the name alchemy
affirms the Arabic origin of chemistry, being derived from the Arabic term a/-
kimiya. The greatest Arabic alchemist was ar-Razi, a Persian physician who lived in
Baghdad in the late ninth and early tenth century, who drew his central concepts
from the Sabians.

The study of alchemy reached its peak at the end of the sixteenth century and
beginning of the seventeenth. Allusions to alchemy were found already in the Zohar
and it was certainly an important component of the Kabbalah of medieval times.
Astrology and alchemy wete two aspects of what is known as practical Kabbalah.?
As a result, as David Stevenson describes:

...alchemy has been described as the greatest passion of the age in Central
Europe. The search for the philosopher’s stone was not, in the hands of
the true alchemist, merely a materialistic search for ways of turning base
metals into gold, but an attempt to achieve ‘the moral and spiritual rebirth
of mankind.*

Two other important figures in the history of alchemy were Henry Cornelius
Agrippa and Paracelsus. According to Agrippa, a German occultist and magician:
“It was precisely this power over nature which Adam had lost by original sin, but
which the purified soul, the magus, now could regain.”® In his book De Occulta
Philosopia written in 1530, Agrippa mentioned the Templars in connection with
the Gnostics and the worship of the pagan fertility god Priapus, the ugly son of
Dionysus and Aphrodite, whose symbol was a huge erect phallus, and the Greek,
half man half goat god, Pan.

Paracelsus was born in 1493, given the name of Philippus Aureolus
Theophrastus Bombast von Hohenheim. Through his development and use of
chemically prepared medicines, Paracelsus established the basis for the study of
pharmacy. The foundation of his medical teachings were derived from the magic
of the Kabbalah, the belief that each human being, representing the Microcosm,
was ultimately linked to the cosmos, or Macrocosm, and that whatever had an
effect upon the one would have a similar effect upon the other. Prefiguring the
ideas of the transhumanists, Paracelsus wrote, “Human nature is different from all
other animal nature. It is endowed with divine wisdom, endowed with divine arts.
Therefore we are justly called gods and the children of the Supreme Being. For the
light of nature is in us, and this light is God.””

Renaissance

Many Hermetic texts were lost to Western culture during the Middle Ages but
rediscovered in Byzantine copies and then popularized in Italy during the
Renaissance. In the mid-1400s the Hermetica manuscript and the 14 books called
Corpus Hermeticum were brought in 1460 to the court of Cosimo de Medici, ruler
of Florence. Cosimo later requested the Latin translation by Marsilio Ficino, a
member of the de Medici’s court. The Hermetic texts were initially believed to have
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been genuine ancient Egyptian texts. However the classical scholar Isaac Casaubon
(1559-1614) successfully argued that some, mainly those dealing with philosophy,
betrayed too recent a vocabulary.

The Hermetica provided a seminal impetus in the development of Renaissance
thought and culture, having a profound impact on alchemy and modern magic
as well as influencing philosophers such as Giordano Bruno and Ficino’s student
Pico della Mirandola. The tradition claims descent from a prisca theologia, a doctrine
which affirms that a single, true theology exists which is present in all religions and
was given by God to man in antiquity.

However, as historian Jean Seznec has shown, in Survival of the Pagan Gods: the
Mythological Tradition and Its Place in Renaissance Humanism and Art, the foundational
text of the Renaissance period was the Picatrix, a Hermetic work attributed to the
Sabians. Influenced by the Picatrix, Ficino wrote extensively about the techniques
through the use of amulets, talismans, unguents and elixirs, whereby planetary
powers might be invoked by the principles of Hermetic analogy. Botticelli’s three
works, being some of the most recognized Renaissance paintings, the Minerva
and the Centaur, The Birth of Venus, and the Primavera, commissioned for Lorenzo de
Medici, all dealt with occult themes and represent the magical practice of drawing
down planetary influences into images.

Cosimo’s grandson, Lorenzo de Medici, also known as “Lorenzo the
Magnificent,” was responsible for an enormous amount of arts patronage,
encouraging the commission of works from Florence’s leading artists. Including
Leonardo da Vinci, Botticelli, and Michelangelo, their works often featured pagan
themes that challenged the tolerance of the Church. Likewise, Michelangelo too was
influenced by the anthropomorphism of the Kabbalah, painting “God” creating
Adam in the Sistine Chapel, which is actually a depiction of the “Ancient of Days.”

While the Medici struggled for decades against the growing opposition to their
paganizing program, they finally exacted their revenge by installing one of their
own in the Vatican, the son of Lorenzo de Medici, who became Pope Leo X in
1513 AD. But Leo X, who had been educated by Ficino and Pico della Mirandola,
exhibited a profligacy that was characteristically un-Christian. Leo X’s propensity
for extravagant expenditure finally depleted the Vatican’s finances and he turned to
selling indulgences to raise funds. It was mainly due to these excesses that Martin
Luther was inspired to post his Ninety-Nine Theses in 1517, which set off the
Protestant Reformation.

Luther’s Catholic enemies accused him of being a crypto-Jew trying to destroy
the papacy.® At first, Luthet’s challenge to Roman Catholicism was welcomed by
Jews who had been victimized by the Inquisition, and who hoped that breaking
the power of the Church would lead to greater tolerance of other forms of worship.
There were even some, like Abraham Farissol, who regarded Luther as a crypto-Jew,
a reformer bent on upholding religious truth and justice, and whose iconoclastic
reforms were directed toward a return to Judaism.” Some scholats, particulatly of
the Sephardi diaspora, such as Joseph ha-Kohen (1496 — c. 1575), were strongly pro-
Reformation.” About 1524, Jews coming from Europe described with joy to the
Kabbalist Abraham ben Eliezer ha-Levi in Jerusalem the anti-clerical tendencies
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of the Protestant reformers. On the basis of this report, the Kabbalists regarded
Luther as a kind of crypto-Jew who would educate Christians away from the bad
elements of their faith."

Abraham ben Eliezer related that a great astrologer in Spain, named R. Joseph,
wrote in a forecast on the significance of the sun’s eclipse in the year 1478, as
prophesying a man who would reform religion and rebuild Jerusalem. Abraham b.
Eliezer adds, “at first glance we believed that the man foreshadowed by the stars
was Messiah b. Joseph [Messiah]. But now it is evident that he is none other than the
man mentioned [by all; i.e., Luther], who is exceedingly noble in all his undertakings
and all these forecasts are realized in his person.”"?

Marranos, secret Jews who converted to Christianity under pressure from the
Spanish Inquisition, were also involved in the creation of the order of the Jesuits. It
was supposedly in response to the growing influence of Protestantism that Ignatius
of Loyola founded the Jesuits in 1534 who spearheaded the Counter-Reformation.
Loyola had been a member of a heretical sect known as the Alumbrados, meaning
“Illuminated,” who are thought to be a precursor to the Bavarian Illuminati of the
eighteenth century. As Ezer Kahanoff notes in “On Marranos and Sabbateans,”
speaking of groups like the Alumbrados:

More significant for inquisitors, perhaps, was the fact that nearly every
person implicated in those groups was a Converso: the beata Isabel de la
Cruz, Pedro Ruiz de Alcaraz, Maria de Cazalla and her Franciscan brother
Juan, and auxiliary Bishop of Avila, Bernardino Tovar, the beata Francisca
Hernandez, the Franciscan preacher Francisco Ortiz, and many others.”

Although there is no direct evidence that Loyola himself was a Marrano,
according to “Lo Judeo Conversos en Espna Y America” (Jewish Conversos in Spain and
America), Loyola is a typical Converso name.* As revealed by Robert Maryk, in The
Jesuit Order as a Synagogue of Jews, Loyola’s successor Diego Laynez was a Marrano,
as were many Jesuit leaders who came after him.” In fact, Marranos increased
in numbers within Christian orders to the point where the papacy imposed
“purity of blood” laws, placing restrictions on the entrance of New Christians to
institutions like the Jesuits.

Marranos also joined the Carmelites, Dominicans and Franciscans, where their
prophetic eschatology was often branded as heresy.'® The most famous example
was Girolamo Savonarola, a Dominican monk who became known in Italy for his
sermons about the End of Days. But when he presented himself as a prophet and
preached reform of the “debased” church, he was executed as a heretic in 1498.
Savonarola was precded in the Dominican order by Meister Eckhart, one of the
most influential thirteenth century Christian Neoplatonists, but who was burned at
the stake. Eckhart is believed to have been the author of the anonymous treatise,
Theologia Germanica, which was a favorite of Martin Luther, and which was viewed
by some historians of the early twentieth century as pivotal in provoking Luther’s
actions and the resulting Protestant Reformation.
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Witchcraft

The popularity of alchemy was associated with the proliferation of witchcraft in
general. And with the Protestant Reformation, Catholic authorities became much
more ready to suspect heresy in any new ideas, including those of Renaissance
humanism. Among the Catholics, Protestants, and secular leadership of the
European Late Medieval to Early Modern period, fears about witchcraft rose
to fever pitch, and sometimes led to large-scale witch-hunts, instigated through
the publication in 1484 of the Mallens Maleficarum, or “Hammer of the Witches,”
written by two Dominican monks who were members of the Inquisition. Until
then, the medieval Church had dismissed the witches as ignorant peasants
suffering from delusions and worshipping pagan gods, but this document
significantly altered that perception. According to it, witchcraft was a diabolical
heresy which conspired to overthrow the Church and establish the kingdom of
Satan on Earth. Pope Innocent VIII agreed with the appraisal and in 1486 issued
a papal bull condemning witchcraft.

According to their confessions, witches flew by night to meet on “Sabbaths”
riding on demonic horses, or on broom-sticks smeared with ointment made from
the bodies of babies. There, they worshipped Satan, who appeared as a black cat or
a man with shining eyes, wearing a crown and black clothes. They feasted, danced
and copulated with each other, with their familiar spirits and sometimes with the
devil himself. The witches made a formal pact with the devil, paid him homage,
gave him the obscene kiss, a kiss on his rectum, and sacrificed children and black
cats to him. The devil taught them the work of black magic and they reported on
the harm they had done since previous meetings. In some cases he made a mark on
their bodies as a sign of their allegiance to him.



3. The Rosicrucians

Order of the Dragon

Ultimately, transhumanismis thelatest expression of an age-old occultidea: evolution.
Although it has been widely accepted as based on sound science, Darwinism is still
a theory. It is a conjecture, and a conviction supported merely by faith. Darwinism
is incapable of accounting for the extraordinary complexity and intricacy of natural
phenomena, which betrays the intent of a designer. However, a hardened prejudice
dominates academia, where a new secular ideology has mimicked the dogmatism
that it was intended to undo in Christianity. The reason being, that Darwinism is a
religious idea, and has been foisted on the rest of the world through the formative
influence of secret societies.

The source of the belief in evolution is the Kabbalah, but more specifically,
the particular interpretations of Isaac Luria (1534-1572), communicated by way of
the Otder of the Rosy Cross, also known as the Rosicrucians. The Rosicrucians
derived their name from the red cross of the Templars. Though the Templars were
officially disbanded in 1314, their traditions took on a new guise under the Order
of the Garter, inspired by King Arthur and the Round Table. The “red cross” of
the Templars is also a “rose cross.” The rose is also the “Rose of Sharon,” from
the Song of Solomon, being a Kabbalistic symbol, referred to in the Zohar as
symbolizing the “Jewish congregation.” The alternate symbol is the lily, which
came to represent the royal house of France, while rose became the heraldic
symbol of the two competing houses involved in the War of the Roses.!

Another important source of these tendencies was sorcerer John Dee (1527
— 1608 or 1609), who was royal astrologer to Queen Elizabeth 1. In addition to
serving as the model for Prospero, the sorcerer of Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Dee
was also the inspiration for lan Fleming’s James Bond character. John Dee would sign bis letters
to Elizabeth I with 00 and an elongated 7, to signify they were for her eyes only. As Elizabeth
did not marry, she had no direct heir, and was therefore succeeded by King James
IV of Scotland, who became King James I of England, the first Stuart monarch
to preside over England. James did not share Elizabeth’s sympathies for Dee, and
when he appealed to the king for help in clearing his reputation from charges of
conjuring devils, the King ignored him. Dee finally died disgraced and in abject
poverty in 1608.

However, prior to his death, Dee had found his way to Prague, where he seems
to have been the leader of not only an alchemical movement, but one for religious
reform. The objective of Dee’s mission was referred to by a contemporary observer:
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A learned and renowned Englishman whose name was Doctor Dee came to
Prague to see the Emperor Rudolf II and was at first well received by him;
he predicted that a miraculous teformation would presently come about
in the Christian world and would prove the ruin not only of the city of
Constantinople but of Rome also. These predictions he did not cease to
spread among the populace.”

Rudolph II, the Hapsburg ruler of the Holy Roman Empire, and a member of
the Order of the Garter, had moved the capital from Vienna to Prague in Bohemia,
which became an occult oriented court, the center of alchemical, astrological, and
magical studies of all kind. Prague became a haven for those interested in seeking
to study esoteric sciences, coming from all over Europe. There arrived John Dee
and his associate Edward Kelly, as well as Johannes Kepler, and Giordano Bruno,
the famous Renaissance heretic and occultist. Rudolph devoted vast sums of money
to the building of his library, which comprised of the standard corpus of Hermetic
works as well as the notorious Picatrix.

Rudolf II and the Kings of Bohemia were descended from Barbara of Cilli
(1392-1451), from whom they inherited a unique genetic marker, Haplogroup T,
which suggests likely secret Jewish ancestry. Barbara of Cilli belonged specifically
to subclade T2, whose distribution varies greatly with the ratio of subhaplogroup
T2e to T2b, from a low in Britain and Ireland, to a high in Saudi Arabia.’ Within
subhaplogroup T2e, a very rare motif is identified among Sephardic Jews of Turkey
and Bulgaria and suspected Conversos from the New World.*

Barbara of Cilli was instrumental in creating the Order of the Dragon, founded
in 1408 by her husband Sigismund, King of Hungary and later Holy Roman Emperor.
The Order of the Dragon was founded to protect the royal family of the Holy Roman
Empire and to fight the Ottoman Turks. The Order adopted the red cross and the
Gnostic symbol of the Ourobouros, or serpent—in this case a dragon—biting its
own tail. Sigismund was also inducted into the Order of the Garter in 1416.

Barbara became popularly known as ““The German Messalina,” because she was
accused of adultery and intrigue.’ Aeneas Silvio Piccolomini, later to be elected Pope
Pius II, chronicled Barbara in his Historia Bobemica written in 1458, and accused her
of associating with “heretics.” He claimed that Barbara and her daughter Elizabeth
used to profane the Holy Communion by drinking real human blood during the
liturgy. Barbara was also accused of maintaining a female harem and staging huge
sexual orgies with young gitls.®

Sigismund bestowed upon Vlad 11, prince of Wallachia, official membership in
the prestigious Inner Court of the Dragon Order. Vlad II was the father of Vlad
III (1431 — 1476/77), who inspired the name of the vampire “Count Dracula” in
Bram Stoket’s 1897 novel Dracula. The name Dracula means “Son of Dracul,” and
was a reference to being invested with the Order of the Dragon. In the Romanian
language, the word dracul can mean either “the dragon” or, especially in the present
day, “the devil.” Vlad acquired the name ““The Impaler” for his preferred method of
torture and execution of his enemies by impalement.

The emblem of the Order of the Dragon was retained on the coat of arms of
several Hungarian noble families, such as Bathory. Their most infamous member
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was Countess Elizabeth Bathory (1560-1614), who is regarded as the worst female
serial killer in history, and who was said to bathe in the blood of virgins to retain her
youth. She is therefore remembered as the “Blood Countess,” and compared with
Vlad III the Impaler. After her husband’s death, she and four collaborators were
accused of torturing and killing hundreds of girls, with one witness attributing to
them over 650 victims, though they were convicted for only 80. Elizabeth herself
was neither tried nor convicted, but in 1610, she was imprisoned in Slovakia, where
she remained until her death four years later.

Rudolph II’s reign was a golden age of Jewry in Prague. His fascination with
Hermeticism was matched by his interest in the Jewish Kabbalah. One of the most
famous Jewish scholars of the time was Rabbi Judah Loew ben Bezalel (c. 1520 —
1609), also known as Maharal, who had positive relations with Rudolf II. Rabbi
Loew published more than fifty religious and philosophical books and became the
focus of legends, as the mystical miracle worker who created the Golem. This was
an artificial man made of clay brought to life through magical combination of the
sacred letters of the Hebrew alphabet, which acted as a guardian over the Jews.
However, the general view of historians is that the story of the Golem of Prague was
a German literary invention of the eatly nineteenth century.’

Isaac Luria

The Rosicrucians announced themselves to the world with the publication of
the notorious Rosicrucian Manifestos. The first of these, purportedly written by
Johann Valentin Andreae (1586 — 1654), was the Fama Frateritatis, an allegorical
history of the Rosicrucians, which appeared in 1614, and followed by a second
tract a year later. The Fama was part of a larger Protestant treatise titled, The
Universal and General Reformation of the Whole Wide World; together with the Fama
Fraternatis of the Laudable Fraternity of the Rosy Cross, Written to All the Learned and the
Rulers of Europe.

The primary conduit for the thought of Isaac Luria to Rosicrucianism was
Jocob Boehme (1575 — 1624), a German Christian mystic and theologian, whose
writings caused a great scandal. The man responsible for communicating Lurianic
influence to Boehme was his mentor Balthasar Walther. In 1598-1599, Walther had
undertaken a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in order to learn about the intricacies
of the Kabbalah from groups in Safed and elsewhere, including amongst the
followers of Isaac Luria.?

Considered the foremost rabbi and Jewish mystic in the community of Safed
in Ottoman Palestine, Luria is regarded as the father of Lurianic Kabbalah, also
referred to as the New Kabbalah. Ultimately, Luria developed a notion of historical
progress which became the basis of Western conceptions of history when it was
inherited by the philosophers of the Enlightenment. Luria’s theory of evolution
was based on viewing God as having initially been an unknown treasure and,
wanting to be known, He created man as an “other” of Himself. At the outset, this
“other,” or man, was unaware that he was God. Therefore, history is the progress
of God, or man, coming to know himself. As he progressed intellectually, man
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would abandon various false beliefs in God as something outside of himself, until
he would arrive at the discovery that he himself is God.

Walther was active as an alchemist and member of a large network of occult-
influenced practitioners throughout Europe. Walther composed a Latin language
biography of Prince Michael “the Brave” of Walachia (1558—1601), who was of the
Draculesti branch of the House of Basarab, which began with Vlad II Dracul. In
1621, Walther served as personal physician to Prince August of Anhalt-Pltzkau,
whose court was a center for occult, alchemical and Rosicrucian thought during
the opening decades of the seventeenth century. There, in 1612 or 1613, more
than a year before its first printing, Walther’s collaborator Paul Nagel transcribed
a copy of the Rosicrucian Fama Fraternitatis. Nagel’s correspondence also reveals the
significant role he played in the circle surrounding Jakob Bobme. Indeed, Nagel was actually the
first person to set any part of Bobme'’s work in print.’

Alchemical Wedding

The Manifestos claimed to represent a combination of “Magia, Cabala, and Alchymia,”’
and purported to issue from a secret, “invisible” fraternity of “initiates” in Germany
and France. The movement’s primary objective was the destruction of the Church of
Rome and its Hapsburg supporters. Following the Fama Fraternatis, several lodges
of the Order were founded whose members claimed that the Rosicrucians had been
active in the events that surrounded the Reformation, and the rise of the Lutheran
movement in Germany and Switzerland. It has been noted that Luther used as his
personal seal the symbol of a rose and a cross. In 1521, Luther was accused of heresy,
but to his advantage, many German princes were sympathetic to his cause, and during
his lifetime the movement spread through about half of Germany, and also spawned
numerous sects, the most prominent of which was led by Calvin.

The Manifestos appeared around the same time that the German prince
Frederick V, Elector of the Palatinate of the Rhine, began to be seen as the ideal
incumbent to take the place of leader of the Protestant resistance against the Catholic
Hapsburgs. While Frederick had powerful connections with French Protestants,
most importantly, in 1613, he had married Elizabeth Stuart, daughter of King
James of England. The foundational myth of modern occultism is derived from
Rosicrucianism, where Hermeticism is believed to have been an ancient “Egyptian”
tradition, preserved by the Ismailis, before it was adopted by the Templars. The
Templar heritage of Scotland was supposedly inherited by the Sinclairs, who were
hereditary grandmasters of Scottish Freemasonry, and by the Stuart dynasty, that
ruled Scotland and England, beginning with the reign of King James.

The marriage of Frederick and Elizabeth represented an important dynastic
alliance, in order to bolster the Protestant movement. Elizabeth Stuart, like her
brother, later King Charles I of England, belonged to the genetic haplogroup T,
through their mother Anna of Denmark, making Elizabeth Stuart a distant relative
of Rudolph II. The perceived importance of their marriage was enshrined in occult
and alchemical symbolism in a Rosicrucian tract called The Chymical Wedding of
Christian Rosenkrentz. Frederick was personally invested with the Order of the Garter
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at Windsor by his future father-in-law King James, a week before the wedding. The
king presented him with a jewel-studded pendant of St. Geotge and the Dragon.”

In arranging the marriage of Frederick to Elizabeth Stuart it was hoped that
her father, King James of England, who appeared to support the Protestant cause,
would come to the assistance of his son-in-law in the case of an uprising against
the Catholic Church and its Hapsburg supporters. In 1618 the largely Protestant
estates of Bohemia rebelled against their Catholic King Ferdinand, triggering the
outbreak of the Thirty Years” War. Expecting that King James would come to their
aid, in 1619 the Rosicrucians granted the throne of Bohemia to Frederick in direct
opposition to the Catholic Habsburg rulers. Frederick accepted the offer and was
crowned on 4 November of that year.

However, James opposed the takeover of Bohemia from the Habsburgs, and
Frederick’s allies in the Protestant Union failed to support him militarily by signing
the Treaty of Ulm in 1620. Frederick’s brief reign as King of Bohemia ended with
his defeat at the Battle of White Mountain in the same year. Imperial forces invaded
the Palatinate and Frederick had to flee to Holland in 1622, where he lived the rest
of his life in exile with Elizabeth and their children, mostly at The Hague, and
died in Mainz in 1632. For his short reign of a single winter, Frederick is often
nicknamed the “Winter King.”

The last to be heard of the Rosicrucian brotherhood was a brief scare in France.
One morning in August 1623, the people of Paris were informed that a certain
mysterious brotherhood had taken up residence in their midst. One version of the
notices declared, “We, deputies of the principal College of the Brethren of the Rosy
Cross, are staying visibly and invisibly in this town by the Grace of the Most High,
to whom the heart of the Just turns. We show and teach without books or masques
how to speak the language of every country where we wish to be, to bring our
tellow men out of the error of death.” Another placard offered membership “to all
those who wish to enter our Society and Congtregation.”" The posters though gave
no further instruction as to how or where would-be members might apply to the
brotherhood, but they suggested indirectly that those worthy would be recognized
and contacted in due course.

Rosicrucian Scare

In his Instruction to France about the truth of the Rose Cross Brothers, published in 1623,
Francois Naudé exposed the “Pretended Invisible Ones” and their “Horrible Pacts”
with Satan. Naudé (1600 —1653) was a French librarian and scholar, and a prolific
writer who produced works on many subjects including politics, religion, history
and the supernatural. Naudé was given the opportunity to build and maintain the
library of Cardinal Jules Mazarin, who served as the chief minister of France from
1642 until his death. Mazarin succeeded his mentor, Cardinal Richelieu.

Naudé claims that thirty-six “deputies” of the Rosy Cross had convened in the
provincial city of Lyons on the very day the posters appeared in Paris, at which time
the participants celebrated a grand Sabbath on the eve of St. John’s Day [summer
Solstice]. The members at this point prostrated themselves before an emissary of
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the devil, named Astarte. To the demon they swore they would renounce all the
rites and sacraments of the Christian Church. In return, they were bestowed with
marvelous powers, including the ability to transport themselves magically wherever
they pleased, to speak with such eloquence and apparent wisdom, to disguise
themselves so that they would always appear to be natives of whatever place they
found themselves, and to be forever supplied with gold.

Naudé also connects the Rosicrucians to Thomas Moote, the author of Utgpia,
and to Francois Rabelais (c. 1483 — 1553), who is considered by Western literary
critics as one of the great writers of world literature and among the creators of
modern European writing. Rabelais was first a novice of the Franciscan order and
then entered the Benedictine order. His most famous work was The Life of Gargantua
and of Pantagruel, which tells of the adventures of two giants, Gargantua and his
son Pantagruel. The text is written in an off-color satirical vein, and features much
crude and obscene humor and violence. It is in the first book that Rabelais writes
of the Abbey of Théleme, built by the giant Gargantua, where the only rule is “/zy
¢e que vouldras” (“Fais ce gue tu veux” or “Do what thou wilt”).

The word “thelema” is rare in classical Greek, where it “signifies the appetitive
will: desire, sometimes even sexual,”? but it is frequent in the original Greek
translations of the Bible. Early Christian writings occasionally use the word to refer
to the human will, and though it usually refers to the will of God, it could also refer
to the will of God’s opponent, the Devil. The basis of Rabelais nihilistic outlook
was that, “it is agreeable with the nature of man to long after things forbidden
and to desire what is denied us.” Early editors of Shakespeare also saw echoes of
Rabelais in As You Like 1t Despite the populatity of his book, it was condemned
by the academics at the Sorbonne for its obscenity and unorthodox ideas and by
the Roman Catholic Church for its derision of certain religious practices. While
Rabelais received the approval from King Francois I to continue to publish his
collection, after the king’s death, he was frowned upon by the academic elite, and
the French Parliament suspended the sale of his fourth book.

Additionally, Masonic writers believe that Dante Alighieri, who was educated
among the Franciscans, was an early Rosicrucian, his Infero being modeled on the
Roman de la Rose. Likewise, Rene Descartes’ biographer Adrien Baillet, writing in the
seventeenth century, related that Descartes heard of the Rosicrucians in Germany
during the winter of 1619-20. The news reached him “at a time when he was in the
greatest perplexity concerning the way that he should follow in the investigation of
the truth,” and he immediately attempted to contact members of the fraternity."
Descartes apparently failed to meet any of the purported Rosicrucians but he was
nevertheless rumored to have become one of their members when he returned to
Paris in 1623, the year of the Rosicrucian craze.

Invisible College
Nick Bostrom also claims the basis of transhumanism as having been founded during

the Age of Enlightenment, which he regards as having been initiated by Francis
Bacon, the godfather of Rosicrucianism. In the Rosicrucian Enlightenment, Frances Yates
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argues that, in addition to the influence of John Dee, Bacon’s movement for the
advancement of learning was also closely connected with the German Rosicrucian
movement. Bacon wrote a utopian romance New Atlantis, which portrays a land ruled
by Rosicrucians, and significantly resembles Johann Valentin Andreae’s Description of
the Republic of Christianopolis. In New Atlantis, published in 1627, after the foundation of
the English colonies in the Americas, Bacon suggests that the continent of America
was the former Atlantis where there existed an advanced race during the Golden Age
of civilization. Bacon tells the story of a country ruled by philosopher-scientists in
their great college called Solomon’s House. They possess a superior knowledge which
was imparted to them by heavenly beings, and they have flying machines and ships
with which they travel under the sea.

In a speech to Parliament, Bacon alluded to the establishment of Solomon’s
House in the American colonies as the blueprint for the country, which has been
acknowledged as such by Freemasons, who regard America as imparted with an
important destiny in fulfilling Plato’s vision for a universal state. Bacon played a
leading role in creating the British colonies, especially in Virginia, the Carolinas,
and Newfoundland in northeastern Canada. Bacon expressed his views on this
subject several times, claiming that the New Kingdom on Earth which was Virginia
exemplified the Kingdom of Heaven.

Solomon’s House was modeled on the lines of the “Invisible College,” as
advocated in Rosicrucian writings. The Invisible College originated when, during
the Thirty Years War, Andrea had created a network of secret societies known as
the Christian Unions. Their original purpose was to preserve what was deemed
threatened knowledge, especially the recent scientific advances, many of which the
Church deemed heretical. They also functioned as a refuge for persons formerly
associated with the defeated Rosicrucians in Germany. Once in England, these men,
both English and European, formed the Invisible College.

The Invisible College later became the Royal Society, a learned society
founded in 1660, and influenced by the scientific method of the “new science,” as
promoted by Bacon. Virtually all the founding members of the Royal Society were
Freemasons. It is believed that Freemasonry derived from “operative” masonry,
or craft guilds of masons, and then evolved into “speculative” masonry or a secret
society based on the mystical interpretation of rebuilding the Temple of Solomon.
Thus the “Craft” refers cryptically to Solomon’s ability to command spirits, which
is the magic used in the Freemason’s plan of symbolically rebuilding the Temple of
Jerusalem, referred to as the “Great Work.”

Millenarianism

Members of the Invisible College were responsible for fanning millenarian ideas
among the English Puritans, about the approach of the Messianic time that became
popular in the seventeenth century. Consensus agreed that 1260 years should be
added to the date the Antichrist, which Protestants took to be the Pope, established
his power. Various calculations therefore settled on the years 1650-1656 for his
destruction, the gathering of the Gentiles, the conversion of the Jews and their
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return to Palestine. They also referred to the year 1666 and its relationship to the
number 666, “Number of the Beast” in the Book of Revelation, identified with the
ultimate human despot to rule the world, indicating the end of earthly rule by carnal
human beings, but who would be replaced by the second coming of the Messiah."

A desire to better comprehend prophesies of the end times resulted in
widespread interest in Jewish ideas on the subject. Most sought after was the
knowledge of Menasseh Ben Israel, a Kabbalist rabbi living in Amsterdam, who
was devoted to the messianism of Isaac Luria."® Amsterdam became one of the
greatest Jewish centers in the world in the seventeenth century, becoming known
as “the Dutch Jerusalem.” Marranos or Conversos began flecing the Inquisition
in Portugal and Spain, and settled in Antwerp, Hamburg, and Amsterdam, some
remaining nominally Christian and some openly returning to Judaism. Unlike the
persecution they suffered elsewhere, Jews were allowed to keep their Jewish identity
openly in Amsterdam, where they achieved important commercial status.

The role of the Jewish merchants in the economic life of Amsterdam remained
modest until the end of the war against Spain in 1648, after the Thirty Years” War
led to an independent Dutch state. To the Dutch, the end of the Thirty Years War
actually marked the end of the Eighty Years, which began with the Dutch Revolt
(c. 1566 — 1648) against Spanish rule, led by William I of Orange (also known as
“William the Silent” and “Father of the Fatherland”). William the Silent’s wife was
Louise de Coligny, who during her life remained an advocate for Protestantism.
She corresponded with many important figures of that time, like Elizabeth I of
England, Henry IV of France, Marie de Medici and Philippe de Mornay, as well as
with her many stepchildren. She died at Fontainebleau.

William the Silent was encouraged to revolt against Spain, a major adversary of
the Ottoman Empire, by Joseph Nasi. Nasi was a Portuguese Marrano who escaped
to Antwerp and France, before finally leaving for the Ottoman realm in 1554,
where he became an influential figure in the Ottoman Empire during the rules of
both Sultan Suleiman I and his son Selim II. Nasi’s aunt was Gracia Mendes Nasi,
also known by her Christianized name Beatriz de Luna Miquez, who was one of
the wealthiest Jewish women of Renaissance Europe. She married into the eminent
international banking and finance company known as the House of Mendes, an old,
noble, rich, and scholatly Jewish family of Narbonne, France and northern Spain
from the eleventh century. They held the title of “Nasi” (prince in Hebrew), a name
given to members of the House of David, from whom the messiah was believed
to descend. In the Jewish communities, mainly Barcelona, they were prominent
religious and secular leaders in the eleventh to the fourteenth centuries.

Jewish merchants in Amsterdam were one of the first groups to engage in
recognizably modern capitalist-type activities. Their foreign interests included
trade with the Iberian peninsula, England, Italy, Africa, India, and the East and
West Indies. Jews in Amsterdam also engaged in industry, especially in the tobacco,
printing, and diamond industries; the last eventually passed almost entirely into
Jewish hands. Several Sephardic Jews stood out during that time, including
Menasseh Ben Israel, who corresponded widely with Christian leaders and helped
promote Jewish resettlement in England.
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Menasseh believed that the Messianic age needed as its precondition the
settlement of Jews in all parts of the known world. Fired by this idea, he turned his
attention to England where the Jews had been expelled since 1290. Lord Alfred
Douglas, who edited Plain English, in an article of September 3, 1921, explained
how records of the Synagogue of Muljeim revealed a plot between Menasseh and
Oliver Cromwell which culminated in the execution of King Chatles in 1649."”
Parliament established an interim period of Commonwealth. In 1653, Cromwell
terminated both his Parliament and the Commonwealth and, appointed himself
Lord Protector, whose rule was commonly regarded as a Rosicrucian circle.”®

Manasseh entered into correspondence with several of the more mystically-
minded of the Puritans in England who had become interested in the question
of Jewish immigration. Together with John Dury, Comenius and Samuel Hartlib,
they formed the nucleus of a network called the Hartlib Circle. Like the Invisible
College, the Hartlib Circle was modeled as a research institute described by Sir
Francis Bacon as “Salomon’s House” in his New A#lantis. Not known in his own
day for his published writings, Hartlib was virtually forgotten by historians, until
the rediscovery of an archive of his personal papers. The plan for Andreae’s Societas
Christiana was already set forth in two works that were believed to have been lost
until they were discovered recently among the Hartlib papers.

Hartlib had come to England in 1628, after the Catholic conquest of Elbing in
Polish Prussia, as part of the disruptions of the Thirty Years War. When he arrived
in England, he collected around him refugees from Poland, Bohemia and the
Palatinate. Elizabeth Stuart was the chief patron of Hartlib, Dury and Comenius.
Comenius was Bishop of the Moravian Brethren, the oldest Pre-Reformation
Protestant denomination, who had joined other Protestants in backing Frederick
V of the Palatinate. Considered the father of modern education, Comenius was
one of the earliest champions of universal education, a concept eventually set forth
in his book Didactica Magna.”® The Comenius Medal, a UNESCO award, honors
outstanding achievements in the fields of education research and innovation.

The Hartlib papers revealed his personal correspondence to have been
extensive. It ranged from Eastern and Central as well as Western Europe, Great
Britain and Ireland and New England. Among the extensive network were John
Milton, author of Paradise Lost, and John Winthrop, one of the leading figures in
the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, the first major settlement in New
England after Plymouth Colony. Winthrop was also an alchemist and follower
of John Dee.?” Comenius would later turn down an invitation from Winthrop to
become president of Harvard University, which had been founded in 1636.

In 1654, Menasseh Ben Israel met in Belgium with millenarian Isaac La Peyrére
and Queen Christina of Sweden, an avid student of the occult.”’ La Peyrére (1596—
1676) was a Kabbalistic messianist born into a Huguenot family in Bordeaux, and
possibly of Marrano Jewish descent. La Peyreére, who is sometimes regarded as the
father of Zionism, argued that the Jews are about to be recalled, that the Messiah is
coming for them, that they should join the Christians, and with the king of France
rebuild Zion.?* La Peyrére also served as secretary to the Prince of Condé. It has
since emerged that, in fact: “Condé, Cromwell and Christina were negotiating to
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create a theological-political world state, involving overthrowing the Catholic king
of France, among other things.”*

After reading La Peyrere’s Du Rappel des Juifs (“The Return of the Jews”),
Menasseh rushed back to Amsterdam where he excitedly told a gathering of
millenarians at the home of John Dury’s schoolmate and friend, Peter Serrarius,
that the coming of the Jewish Messiah was imminent. Menasseh had departed for
England to present a petition to Cromwell. Cromwell summoned the most notable
statesmen, lawyers, and theologians of the day to the Whitehall Conference in
December of 1655. The chief result was the declaration that “there was no law which
forbade the Jews’ return to England.” Though nothing was done to regularize the
position of the Jews, the door was opened to their gradual return.

When Cromwell died in 1658, his despotic legacy fell to his son Richard who
did not possess his father’s ruthlessness, with the result that it was not long before
Charles II the late king’s son was invited back to rule as King of England in 1660. In
that same year, the Royal Society was established and Charles IT became its patron.
Its foundation was the contacts and correspondents of the Hartlib Circle. Theodore
Haak, who was Comenius’ agent in England and also a refugee of the Palatinate,
is credited with having started the meetings which led to its foundation. Another
founding member was John Dury’s son-in-law Henry Oldenburg, who met with
Menasseh on his visit to London.

False Messiah

The activities of Menasseh ben Israel and the Rosicrucians of the Hartlib Circle
culminate in the announcement Sabbatei Zevi as the declared messiah, an event
that swept the Jewish population of the word in 1666. After his proclamation,
accounts of Zevi’s activities were exaggerated and spread among Jews in Europe,
Asia, and Africa. His popularity grew as people of other religions repeated his story
as well. The Messianic movement spread to Italy, Germany, and the Netherlands
and the Jews of Hamburg and Amsterdam heard about the events in Smyrna from
Christians. Menasseh’s co-conspirator, Queen Christina, became so fascinated with
the claims of Sabbatai Zevi that she nearly became a disciple. She danced in the
streets of Hamburg with Jewish friends in anticipation of the apocalyptic event.”

The Jewish community of Amsterdam, where almost the entire Jewish
community had become followers of Sabbatai Zevi, had been kept informed of the
progress of Sabbatai’s mission through Peter Serrarius, at whose home Menasseh
ben Israel first shared his conviction in the imminent advent of the messiah. As
soon as news reached Amsterdam about Sabbatai Zevi, Serrarius was publishing
pamphlets in English and Dutch telling everyone about the signs of the messianic
era and that the King of the Jews had atrrived.*

Among Serrarius’ intimate friends were John Dury and Comenius, both of
whom he was able to convince about the messiahship of Sabbatai Zevi.?” Serratius
was also in contact with the alchemist Franciscus Mercurius van Helmont and
the Christian Kabbalist Christian Knorr von Rosenroth, famous for his Kabbala
Denundata. Van Helmont had served on a diplomatic mission on behalf of Elisabeth
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of Bohemia, the daughter of Elizabeth Stuart and Frederich V of the Palatinate,
who was living in Herford, Germany, when he met with Henry More and Robert
Boyle. Serrarius was also in contact with another acquaintance of Menasseh, Henry
Jessey, a founding member of the Puritan religious sect, who worked behind the
scenes of the Whitehall Conference. Serrarius sent regular reports to England,
where the known millenarians, like Henry Oldenburg, associated with Menasseh.*

Serrarius had also been informing Jean de Labadie (1610 — 1674) on the progress
of Sabbatai’s mission. Originally a Jesuit priest, de Labadie became a member of the
Reformed Church in 1650, before founding the community which became known
as the Labadists in 1669. In 1672, de Labadie and his followers sought refuge with
Elisabeth of Bohemia. In 1676, Elisabeth also first met the son of Sir William
Penn, William Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania and also a friend of John Dury.
Penn became close friends with Elisabeth Stuart, celebrating her in the second
edition of his book No Cross, No Crown. Penn was a member of the Lantern, a
circle around Rotterdam merchant Benjamin Furly, which included alchemists van
Helmont, Lady Conway, Henry More and John Locke. Furly and van Helmont were
also connected with a group of students of Jacob Boehme which included Serrarius
and who also knew and associated with Baruch Spinoza. Furly, like Penn, was a
Quaker and a close supporter of George Fox, the founder of the movement, which
provided the guiding principles of the new state of Pennsylvania.

According to American Rosicrucian legend, the order was brought to
America in 1694 under the leadership of Grand Master Johannes Kelpius. Born in
Transylvania, Kelpius was a follower of Johann Jacob Zimmerman, an avid disciple
of Jacob Bohme, who was also “intimately acquainted” with Benjamin Futly.?
Zimmerman was referred to by German authorities as “most learned astrologer,
magician and cabbalist.”*’ Answering Penn’s call to establish a godly country in his
newly acquired American lands, Kelpius and his followers established a colony in
the valley of Wissahickon Creek in Philadelphia.

After announcing himself messiah, it was believed the Sabbatai Zevi would
march on Constantinople and take away the rule of the Ottoman Sultan and
establish his own kingdom. Zevi spread this announcement widely, together with
many additional details to the effect that the world would be conquered by him
without bloodshed; and that the Messiah would then lead back the Ten Lost Tribes
to the Holy Lland. However, Zevi was arrested, and though legend has it that Zevi
was “forced” to convert to Islam, it was instead the sultan’s physician, a former Jew,
who advised him to do so.

Viewing Zevi’s apostasy as a sacred mystery, some of Zevi’s followers in Ottoman
Turkey imitated his conversion to Islam, and came to be known as Dénmeh, from
a Turkish word meaning “convert.” They practiced Islam outwardly though secretly
keeping to their Kabbalistic beliefs. The Dénmeh community was localized in
Salonika, in Ottoman Greece, which by the time of Zevi’s mission was renowned as
a haven for Conversos and as a center of Kabbalah and rabbinic scholarship. It was
described by one writer as “the only Jewish city in Europe (aside from Warsaw).”!

The Dénmeh maintained associations with a number of Sufi orders. This is
largely based on the contention that Zevi’s exile into the Balkans brought him
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into close contact with several forms of heterodox Sufism in the region. Salonika
was also known for its Sufis, like the followers of the path of Mevlana, Jalal ad-
Din Rumi, known as the Mevlevi, made famous for their Whirling Dervishes. The
Dénmeh became actively involved with the Mevlevi.

Shabbatai Zevi incorporated both Jewish tradition and Sufism into his
theosophy and, in particular, was to have been initiated into the Bektashi Sufi
otdet, which long had associations with the Dénmeh.* The Otder was founded
in the thirteenth century by the Persian saint, Haji Bektash Veli. The Bektashis
incorporated Kabbalistic doctrines in their beliefs, which also comprise a syncretism
of shamanism, Buddhism, Manichaeism, Christianity, and Neoplatonism. They
maintain a secret doctrine revealed only to initiates that involves contempt for
Muhammed, the founder of Islam.* They tend to ignore most conventional Islamic
rules, such as abstention from alcohol and pork, the veiling of women and the
requirement to face Mecca when praying.*



4. The Age of Unreason

Scottish Rite Freemasonry

The basis of the modern Western belief system is secularism, which is rooted
in the eighteenth century. Known as the Age of Enlightenment, or the Age of
Reason, it derives its name from the notorious Illuminati, a secret society to
which belonged the leading philosophers of the period. Their premise was that
man should rely on his “reason” alone, and not God and scripture, which they
denounced as “superstition.” In this way, the era incepted a strict empiricism
that governs intellectual thought to this day, and upholds the primacy of science
in determining all truth. More correctly, however, the Illuminati’s insistence on
science was not founded in a secular idea, but in the Rosicrucian tradition of magic
and alchemy, which for them represented an occult agenda for the overthrew of
Christianity, Judaism and Islam.

The Rosicrucian legend of a legacy of Hermeticism inherited from “Eastern
Mystics” who found their way to Scotland formed the basis of Scottish Rite
Freemasonry. English Freemasonry had spread to France in the 1720s, first
as lodges of expatriates and exiled Jacobites, a political movement in Britain
dedicated to the restoration of the Stuarts, after they were deposed by William
111, Prince of Orange, the great grandson of William the Silent. William III
married his first cousin, the niece of Charles II, Mary II of England, who was the
eldest daughter of the future James II of England. In what became known as the
“Glorious Revolution,” on November 5, 1688, William III invaded England in
an action that ultimately deposed James II and won him the crowns of England,
Scotland and Ireland. In the British Isles, William ruled jointly with his wife,
Mary 11, until her death on December 28, 1694. The period of their joint reign is
often referred to as “William and Mary.”

In March 1702, William died and the throne passed to Mary’s sister who became
Queen Anne. The failure of either Anne or her sister to produce an heir precipitated
a succession crisis. The Parliament of England then passed the Act of Settlement
in 1701, whereupon the Electress Sophia of Hanover, the sister of Elisabeth of
Bohemia, and both daughters of Frederick of the Palatinate and Elizabeth Stuart of
the Rosicrucian Chymical Wedding, was designated heir to the British throne. When
Sophia died a few weeks before Anne, Sophia’s son became King George I in 1714.

Among the Jacobite exiles living in France was Chatrles Radclyffe who in 1725
is said to have founded a lodge in Paris, the first Masonic lodge outside of England,
and was eventually acknowledged grand master of all French lodges. Radclyffe kept
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a relatively low profile and seems to have worked through such men as the Chevalier
Andrew Ramsay, another supporter of the Jacobite cause as well as a member of the
Royal Society. While English Freemasonry offered three degrees of initiation that
became universal throughout the order about 1730, Radclyffe appears to have been
responsible for promulgating, if not in fact devising, Scottish Rite Freemasonry,
which introduced higher degrees and promised initiation into greater and more
profound mysteries, supposedly preserved and handed down in Scotland. The
Jacobite cause alleged that a Masonic lodge had been founded in Scotland during
the early eighteenth century, which drew its charter from a surviving Templar
chapter in Bristol that had already been in operation for several hundred years.

Gottlieb von Hund created a new Scottish Rite in Germany, which he renamed
“Rectified Masonry,” and after 1764 the “Strict Observance.” Hund’s Strict
Observance was a development of the Golden and Rosy Cross (Go/d- und Rosenkrenz).
The order was a revival of the seventeenth-century Rosicrucians organized in 1710
by a Saxon priest, Samuel Richter, known as Sincerus Renatus, who had studied the
alchemist Paracelsus and Jacob Boechme. Its members claimed that the leaders of the
Rosicrucian Order had invented Freemasonry and only they knew the secret meaning
of Masonic symbols. The Rosicrucian Ozrder, they also claimed, had been founded
by an Egyptian “Ormusse” or “Licht-Weise” who had emigrated to Scotland with
the name “Builders from the East.” Then the original Order disappeared and was
supposed to have been resurrected by Oliver Cromwell as “Freemasonry.””!

Hund claimed to have been initiated in 1741 into the Order of the Temple by his
“Unknown Superiors,” whose identities he was not to reveal. Von Hund also claimed
to have been introduced to the Young Pretender Charles Edward Stuart, himself
one of the chiefs of the Order. Von Hund said later that he assumed the Pretender to
have been Grand Master. The history of Hund’s Order of the Temple is supposedly
revealed in a text known as the Larmenius Charter, a manuscript purportedly created
by Johannes Marcus Larmenius, meaning “the Armenian,” in February 1324. Not
surprisingly, however, most researchers have concluded that it is a forgery, based
on analysis of the deciphered code, as well as on the circumstances of the supposed
discovery of the charter.?

In the document, Larmenius claims that the Grand Mastership of the Templars
was transmitted to him by the imprisoned Jacques de Molay, the last Grand Master.
Thus he secured a line of succession through to its semi-private unveiling at the
Convent General of the Order at Versailles in 1705 by Philippe, Duke of Otleans,
elected Grand Master of the Templar Order, and later also Regent of France.
Philippe, Duke of Otleans, was the son of King Louis XIII of France and Anna of
Austria, a descendent of Barbara of Cilli. Though a notorious homosexual, Philippe
married Elizabeth Chatlotte, Princess Palatine, the grand-daughter of Frederick
V of the Palatinate and Elizabeth Stuart, thus founding the House of Orleans, a
cadet branch of the ruling House of Bourbon. As Joscelyn Godwin explained in
The Theosophical Enlightenment, “The whole Orleans family, ever since Philippe’s
great-grandfather the Regent, was nototiously involved in the black arts.””
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Moravian Brethren

One of Hund’s “Unknown Superiors” would have been Dr. Samuel Jacob Falk, a
leading crypto-Sabbatean, who collaborated with a Sabbatean network in England,
Holland, Poland, and Germany, and who would exercise an important influence
in Masonic and occult circles during the eighteenth century. According to Nesta
Webster, in Secret Societies and Subversive Movements, “Falk indeed was far more than
a Mason, he was a high initiate—the supreme oracle to which the secret societies
applied for guidance.”™

Known as the “Baal Shem” of London, Falk had been denounced by Rabbi
Jacob Emden as a Sabbatean, and in Westphalia at one time Falk was sentenced to
be burned as a sorcerer, but escaped to England. Frank was unwelcomed among the
Jewish community of London, until he received the patronage of Aaron Goldsmid,
founder of the wealthy family of financiers. Falk rapidly gained fame as a Kabbalist
and worker of miracles, and many stories of his miraculous powers were current,
which he was reputed to exercise through his supposed mastery of the magical
names of God.

Falk was a neighbor to and had a great influence over Swedish mystic Emanuel
Swedenborg (1688 — 1772), who had a prolific career as an inventor and scientist
before turning to more occult matters.” In Emanuel Swedenborg, Secret Agent on Earth
and in Heaven, Marsha Keith Schuchard proposes that Swedenborg was a Jacobite
spy on behalf of the Swedish government and used secret Masonic networks to pass
intelligence back to Sweden or to carry out secret missions.

Swedenborg had already become immersed in Sabbatean influences which had
made an important penetration in Sweden. At the University of Uppsala, Hebraists
and Orientalists were familiar with Sabbatai Zevi’s mission through Abraham
Texeira, Queen Christina’s confidant and Resident in Hamburg. Texeira kept
the Christian Hebraist Esdras Edzard who had been a believer in Sabbatai Zevi
informed, before exploiting the disillusionment with the mission of Zevi’s apostasy
towards converting hundreds of Jews to Christianity. Swedenborg’s father, Bishop
Jesper Swedberg, spent ten weeks in the home of Edzard. Swedenborg was also
exposed to Sabbateanism through the influence of his father-in-law, the Swedish
Scholar Eric Benzelius, who was his chief mentor for forty years. Benzelius had
visited Edzard and studied Kabbalah with Leibniz and Van Helmont, and worked
closely with Rabbi Johann Kemper, formerly Moses ben Aaron of Cracow, who had
been a follower of the Sabbatean prophet Zadoq before converting to Christianity.®

Swedenborg visited Falk in London where he was at the center of an occult
community comprising Freemasons, Kabbalists, Rosicrucians, alchemists and
the Moravian Brethren, a crypto-Sabbatean cult. The Moravian Brethren were
descendants of the Bohemian Brethren, led by Rosicrucian Jan Comenius, who
had supported the Rosicrucian cause of Frederick V of the Palatinate of the
Rhine. After 1620, and the Protestant defeat at the Battle of the White Mountain,
descendants of members of the Bohemian Brethren, who stayed in Bohemia and
Moravia, practicing their faith in secret, made up the core of a regrouping a century
later under the influence of Count Nicolaus Ludwig Zinzendorf (1700 — 1760).
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Zinzendorf was the pupil and godson of the direct originator of Pietistm,
Philipp Jakob Spener (1635 — 1705). Pietism was a movement within Lutheranism
that began in the late seventeenth century, whose forerunners were Jakob Boehme
and Johann Valentin Andrea, the author of the Rosicrucian manifestos.” Spener
was powerfully influenced by the preaching of the converted Jesuit preacher Jean
de Labadie (1610 — 1674), who was among those who had been kept informed on
the progress of Sabbatai Zevi’s mission by Peter Serrarius. Originally a Jesuit priest,
Labadie became a member of the Reformed Church in 1650, before founding the
community which became known as the Labadists in 1669. In 1672, de Labadie and
his followers sought refuge with Elisabeth of Bohemia.

Zinzendorf created a secret society called the Order of the Grain of Mustard
Seed, connected to Freemasonry and Rosicrucianism. First founded in 1722, it
was revived in 1739, when Zinzendorf managed to recruit to it the archbishops of
Canterbury and Paris, as well as Christian VI, King of Denmark. It was also one
of the first innovatory orders introduced into early German Freemasonry, meaning
orders which added new material, often Christian or Templar, to the traditional
three-degree system.®

Like Zinzendorf, Swedenborg considered the Sabbatean version of Kabbalah
could end the ancient divisions between Judaism and Christianity. Though
Swedenborg broke with the Moravians, he continued to infuse Kabbalistic
concepts into his Christian theosophy, such as Zinzendorf’s bizarre Kabbalistic
sex rites.” According to Zinzendotf, meditation on Christ’s sexual organs as well
as his wounds would lead to a mystical experience. As he explained, “all the senses
must be mobilized, the whole body must participate.”'’ In a sensational exposé that
received wide public attention in London, Henry Rimius, a Prussian who visited the
Moravians in London, described them as a subversive sectret society, whose leaders
“are gradually sapping the foundation of civil government in any country they settle
in, and establishing an empire within an empire.”"!

A variety of important writers, artists and philosophers, were influenced by
Swedenborg, including Immanuel Kant, William Blake, Arthur Conan Doyle,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Carl Jung, Honoré de Balzac, Helen Keller and W.vcB.
Yeats. The famous German philosopher Immanuel Kant (1724 — 1804) wrote
positively of Swedenborg. In one of his letters to his friend Moses Mendelssohn, he
referred to his “miraculous” gift and characterized him as “reasonable, agreeable,
remarkable and sincere” and “a scholar,” and expressed regret at having never met
him. As reported by Jewish historian Jacob Katz in Out of the Ghetto, a certificate
held in the Schiff Collection at the New York Public Library, published by the
notorious Illuminati pu cblisher Nicholai, ranks Mendelssohn in a list of ordination
as belonging to a ditrect line of succession from Sabbatai Zevi."

Also showing an interest in Swedenborg was Martinez Pasquales, who founded
the tradition of Martinism. According to Jean-Pierre Bayard, the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, first practiced in France, in which the eighteenth degree is
called Knight of the Rose Croix, was one of two Rosicrucian-inspired Masonic rites
that emerged towards the end of eighteenth century. The other was the Rectified
Scottish Rite that issued from the influence of Martinism.”* Martinism started with
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French mystic Martinez Pasquales who founded the Ordre des Chevalier Magons Elus-
Coén de 1. Univers (Order of the Knight Masons, Elected Priests of the Universe) in
1754. Gershom Scholem has called attention to the contacts between the Ordre de
Elus-Coén and the Frankists." Pasquales had frequently been described as a Jew. A
Martinist named Baron de Gleichen wrote that, “Pasqualis was originally Spanish,
perhaps of the Jewish race, since his disciples inherited from him a large number of
Jewish manusctipts.”'®

Through the influence of Jacob Boehme, Martinism became a form of mystical
Christianity. It involved theurgical procedure, referring to the practice of rituals
sometimes seen as magical in nature, performed with the purpose of invoking the
action or evoking the presence of one or more “gods.” According to J. M. Roberts,
the Elus-Coén philosophy “was expressed in a series of rituals whose purpose was
to make it possible for spiritual beings to take physical shape and convey messages
from the other world.”’® Under the influence of the various sects of “I/fuminés,”’
occultism proliferated in French Freemasonry, and lodges everywhere became
immersed in Kabbalah, magic, divination, alchemy and spiritism. Martinism was
later propagated in different forms by Pasquales’ two students, Louis Claude de
Saint-Martin and Jean-Baptiste Willermoz. Willermoz was the formulator of the
Rectified Scottish Rite, or Chevaliers Bienfaisants de la Cité-Sainte (CBCS), as a variant
of the Rite of Strict Observance, including some items coming from the Elect
Cohen Order of his teacher Pasquales."”

The most notorious figure of the era was the enigmatic Comte de St.
Germain. He was the supposed Grand Master of Freemasonry and had become
an acquaintance of Louis XV King of France and his mistress Madame de
Pompadour. His true identity has never been established, but speculations at the
time tended to agree that he was of Jewish ancestry. He was reputedly the son of
Francis 11 Rakoczi, the Prince of Transylvania, who was the grandson of George
II Rakoczi and Sophia Bathory, two families who employed the emblem of the
Order of the Dragon." He was believed to have alchemical powers that allowed
him to transmute lead into gold, as well as many other magical powers such as the
ability to teleport, levitate, walk through walls, influence people telepathically,
and even to have been immortal.

St. Germain’s famous pupil was another notorious charlatan, the Count
Cagliostro. Cagliostro was another student of Rabbi Falk, with whom he
developed Egyptian Rite Freemasonry. Born in 1743, he was often reputed to
be the son of Pietro Balsamo, a Jewish trader from Sicily. However, Cagliostro
himself stated during a trial that he had travelled as a child to Medina, Mecca, and
Cairo. Upon return to Malta, he claims to have been admitted to the Sovereign
Military Order of Malta, or Knights of Malta, among whom he studied alchemy,
Kabbalah and magic. As to his mysterious origins, or that of his wealth, in his
own words Cagliostro explained, “I have always taken pleasure in refusing to
gratify the public curiosity on this score. Nevertheless, I will condescend to tell
you that which I have never revealed to anyone before. The principle resource I
have to boast is that as soon as I set foot in any country I find there a banker who
supplies me with everything I want.”"
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llluminati

In Paris, in 1758, Jacobites participated in a Grand Council of Emperors of the
East and West which organized a Rite of Perfection, the precursor to the Scottish
Rite. In 1761, Frederick the Great, King in Prussia, was acknowledged as the head
of Scottish Rite Freemasonry. Frederick, who had been principally responsible
for Prussia’s rise to power, was the grandson of King George I of England, and
therefore great-grandson of Frederick V, Elector of the Palatinate of the Rhine, and
Elizabeth Stuart of the Rosicrucian alchemical wedding. Frederick was succeeded
to the throne of Prussia by his nephew King Frederick William II, who was a
member of the Golden and Rosy Cross.

In 1771, an amalgamation of all the Masonic groups was effected at the new
lodge of the Amis Réunis® A further development of the Amis Réunis was the Rite
of the Philalethes, formed by Savalette de Langes in 1773, out of Swedenborgian,
Martinist, and Rosicrucian mysteries, into which the higher initiates of the Amis
Reéunis, like Willermoz and others were initiated. Savalette de Langes, State Treasurer
of France under Louis X V1, was Grand Officer of the Grand Orient, the chief body
of Freemasonry in France, instituted by French Masons in 1772. Its Grand Master
was the Duke of Otleans, later “Philippe Egalité,” the great-grandson of Philippe,
Duke of Orleans. Like Savalette, many members of the Amis Réunis came from
France’s financial establishment, as well as high-ranking officials who had direct
access to the king and his ministers, in addition to bankers, businessmen, and
landowners at the highest level of finance officials from the military.

The Philalethes also included Marquis de Condorcet, who would play a leading
role in the coming Revolution of 1789. The Philalethes accumulated a vast library
and archive serving to synthesize the “Masonic science” and provided the Amis
Réunis with an alchemical lab. They were dedicated to uncovering the “rapport
of masonry with Theosophy, Alchemy, the Cabala, Divine Magic, Emblems,
Hieroglyphs, the Religious Ceremonies and Rites of different Institutions, or
Associations, masonic or otherwise.”?" They were particularly interested in the
Bohemian Brethren of Comenius which evolved into the Moravian Church of
Zinzendorf.”> Their ultimate aim was a “total synthesis of all learning,” towards
the creation of a “world religion that all the devout of whatever persuasion can
embrace.”” A modified form of this rite was instituted at Narbonne in 1780 under
the name of Free and Accepted Masons du Rit Primitif, founded by the Marquis
de Chefdebien d’Armisson, a member of the Grand Orient and of the Amis Réunis.

All these orders came under the authority of a single mother lodge, Willermoz’s
Chevaliers Bienfaisants de la Cité-Sainte in Lyons. The Chevalier Bienfaisant oversaw
numerous lodges, including a Strict Observance and the Lodge Theodore of
Good Counsel in Munich. In 1777, it was into this lodge that was initiated Adam
Weishaupt, and which united itself with his own lodge, the Illuminati, which he
established the year before. According to Rabbi Antelman in To Eliminate the Opiate,
the true founders of the Bavarian Illuminati wetre the Rothschilds, who became the
preeminent banking family of the modern age, who created a banking empire that
established branches all over Europe.
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The dynasty was founded by Amschel Mayer Bauer (1744-1812), who took on
the name Rothschild, for “red shield” in German. Rothschild’s wealth was largely
achieved through his association with the family of Hesse-Kassel. Frederick IT of
Hesse-Kassel, who was the wealthiest man in Europe, was the great-grandson of
Elizabeth Charlotte, the sister of Frederick V of the Palatinate, and a member of the
Order of the Garter. Frederick II married Maria Princess of Hanover, the daughter
of George 11 King of England. They had two sons, Prince Wilhelm of Hesse (1743
— 1821) and Prince Charles of Hesse-Kassel (1744-1836). Charles and Wilhelm’s
mother, Maria Princess of Hanover, was a cousin of Frederick IT the Great. Charles
of Hesse-Kassel was not only a member of the Illuminati, but also a founder and
Grand Master of its front organization, the Rite of the Philalethes. Charles was also
preoccupied with a search for the “hidden superiors” and the “true secret.” He was
an ardent devotee of alchemy, possessing his own laboratory, being a student of
Comte St. Germain, whom he had hosted at his home.

Rothschild business grew through the provision of banking services to Crown
Prince Wilhelm, who became Wilhelm IX, Landgrave of Hesse-Kassel in 1785.
Business expanded rapidly following the French Revolution when Rothschild
handled payments from Britain for the hire of Hessian mercenaries to Great Britain
during the American Revolution. By the early years of the nineteenth century,
Mayer Amschel Rothschild had consolidated his position as principal international
banker to Wilhelm IX and began to issue his own international loans, borrowing
capital from the Landgrave.

According to Rabbi Antelman, the Rothschilds were members of the Sabbatean
sect known as the Frankists, who were founded in 1755 by Jacob Frank, originally
Jacob Leibowicz. Frank is believed to have been born in Eastern Poland, now
Ukraine, in about 1726 into a Sabbatean family. As a traveling merchant he often
visited Ottoman Greece where he earned the nickname “Frank,” a name generally
given in the East to Europeans. He also lived in Smyrna and Salonika where he was
initiated into the Sabbatean Kabbalah by the radical Dénmeh circle that emerged
from Osman Baba (Baruchya Russo). In 1755 he reappeared in Poland, gathered
a group of local adherents and began to preach the “revelations” which were
communicated to him by the Dénmeh in Salonika.

Frank taught a doctrine of the “holiness of sin,” claiming that with the arrival
of the messiah, everything was permitted. Among the more radical Frankists,
explains Gershom Scholem, there developed a “veritable mythology of nihilism,”
in which the new messianic dispensation “entailed a complete reversal of values,
symbolized by the change of the thirty-six prohibitions of the Torah... into positive
commands.”* Like the ancient Gnostics, they therefore indulged in orgiastic and
sexually promiscuous and even incestuous rites.

The Jewish authorities in Poland excommunicated Frank and his followers, and
made it obligatory upon every pious Jew to seek them out and expose them. Due
to the persecution of the Jewish Rabbis for his heresy, Frank gained the support of
the Catholic Church, after which he publicly burned the Ta/nud, declaring that he
recognized only the Zobar. Frank assured his adherents that he had received revelations
from Heaven, which called for his and his followers’ conversion to Christianity. As
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the previous Sabbateans had already passed through Judaism and Islam, the Frankists
believed they ought now also to infiltrate Christianity, where they were responsible
for the proliferation of sects with doctrines of occult and Zionist inclination. Frank
himself was baptized in 1759 with his godfather being King Augustus I1I of Poland,
who retained Baron von Hund as Intimate Counsellor. By 1790, 26,000 Jews were
recorded baptized in Poland.” Though the Frankists mainly converted to Roman
Catholicism, a handful also joined the Moravian Church.

Baron von Hund was also Counsellor of State to the Holy Roman Empress
Maria Theresa, the last of the House of Habsburg. Accompanied by his daughter
Eve, Frank repeatedly traveled to Vienna and succeeded in gaining her favor of
Maria Theresa, who regarded him as a disseminator of Christianity among the
Jews. Maria Theresa was married to Franz I, the oldest surviving son of Leopold
Joseph, duke of Lorraine, and his wife Elisabeth Charlotte d’Orléans, daughter
of Philippe, duc d’Orléans, and of his second wife, Elizabeth Charlotte of the
Palatinate, granddaughter of Frederick V and Elizabeth Stuart.

Ultimately, Frank taught his followers that the overthrow and destruction of
society was the only thing that could save mankind. Despite the fact that they
were all outwardly religious, the Frankists sought, according to Scholem, “the
annihilation of every religion and positive system of belief,” and they dreamed “of
a general revolution that would sweep away the past in a single stroke so that the
world might be rebuilt.””*

Weishaupt created the Illuminati in 1776, with the aim of fulfilling this
Frankist plot of subverting the wotld’s religions.”’” Though born Jewish, as a
young boy Weishaupt was educated by the Jesuits and was referred to as “a Jesuit
in disguise” by his closest associate, Baron von Knigge.?®* Weishaupt was able
to coerce his dupes to conform unwittingly to his project by following a system
of indoctrination by degrees, and feigning to offer enlightened interpretations
of Christianity or humanitarian political principles. Thus the Illuminati’s goal
was to pursue the fulfillment a new world order, founded on the tenets of
anarchism and communism, under the pretext of establishing “Liberty” and
“Freedom.” In his own words, Weishaupt boasted, “Oh! Men, of what cannot
you be persuaded?”®

Many influential intellectuals, clergymen and politicians counted themselves as
members, including Ferdinand Duke of Brunswick, Grand Master of the Order of
Strict Observance, and the diplomat Xavier von Zwack, who became the Illuminati’s
second-in-command. It attracted literary men such as Goethe and Johann, Gottfried
Herder and the reigning dukes of Gotha and Weimar. Presumably, Goethe’s Faust
personifies the rationalizations of the Illuminati, where the main character sells his
soul to the devil, but is ultimately forgiven because his ultimate aim had been only
to gain knowledge.

The first Masonic body with which the Illuminati formed an alliance was the
Stricte Observance, to which the Illuminati Knigge and Bode both belonged.
Cagliostro, who had also formed a link with the Martinists, had also been initiated
into the Stricte Observance near Frankfurt and was now employed as agent of the
combined order. According to his own confession his mission “was to work so as



The Age of Unreason 41

to turn Freemasonry in the direction of Weishaupt’s projects,” and that the funds
which he drew on were those of the Illuminati.*°

But it was at the Congress of Wilhelmsbad in 1782 that all these various
bodies of Freemasonry came under the influence of the Illuminati. The congress
was convoked by Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick, and held at the summer retreat
of Wilhelm IX, Landgrave of Hesse-Kassel. Its main organizer was his brother,
Prince Charles. It was at Wilhelmsbad that Weishaupt’s emissaries managed to
recruit numerous members to the Illuminati from among the Martinists and Awis
Réunis, and that the Rectified Scottish Rite of Willermoz was established. Then,
having been superseded by the Illuminati, the Strict Observance ceased to exist.
On February 15, 1785, a further congress took place in Paris, convened by the
Philalethes, at which the Illuminati Bode and the Baron de Busche were present,
as well as Cagliostro, Anton Mesmer, and of course the leaders of the Philalethes,
Savalette de Langes, who was elected President, and the Marquis de Chefdebien.

However, in July 1785, an evangelist preacher and Illuminatus named Lanze
had been sent as an emissary of the Illuminati to Silesia, but was struck down by
lightning. The instructions of the Order were found on him. The diabolical nature
of the Illuminati was revealed to the Government of Bavaria, and the Order was
officially suppressed. The first cover the Illuminati then adopted for its subversive
activities was the Amis Réunis and the Philadelphes, a secret core created within
the Philalethes. Joining them was Joachim Christoph Bode, who had become chief
executive officer of the Illuminati after the dissolution of the order and the fight of
Weishaupt in 1784. Bode had specifically said, “We agreed... for France, we would
adopt the name Philadelphes instead of Illuminati.”*

These lodges all took their instructions from the Loge des Chevaliers Bienfaisants
at Lyons. Chevalier bienfaisant was an interior order of the Rectified Rite of
Willermoz. This Lodge stood at the head of French Freemasonry. Its Grand Master
was the Duke of Otleans, “Philippe Egalité,” the leader of the French Revolution
of 1789. His primary motivation, besides his hatred of the King and his wife, Marie
Antoinette, was to himself succeed as King following the sought revolution. To
ensure his succession to the throne, Rabbi Falk is believed to have given him a
talisman consisting of a ring, which Philippe Egalité, prior to his execution
following the Revolution, is said to have sent to a Jewess, Juliet Goudchaux, who
passed it on to his son, subsequently King Louis Philippe.*

In 1787, Weishaupt was granted asylum in Gotha by Ernst II of Saxe-Gotha-
Altenburg, the first cousin of King George 111 of England. In 1783 Ernest became
amember of the Illuminati and in 1784 he was created Supervisor of Abyssinia. The
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha family gained prominence in the nineteenth century through
financial links with the Rothschilds.*® Ernst II’s great-grandson, Prince Albert
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, became the consort to Victoria, Queen of England, in
1840. Their son, Edward VII, married the daughter of Christian IX of Denmark,
the grandson of Prince Charles of Hesse-Kassel. Christian IX, named Europe’s
“father-in-law,” became the ancestor of the extended network of the British royal
family that includes the members of the Order of the Garter.** Edward VII was the
great-grandfather of the current reigning Queen Elizabeth II.
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Prince Charles of Hesse-Kassel was also the Grand Master of the Asiatic Brethren,
named in reference to the so-called “Eastern Mystics” brought to Scotland
by the Templars.” Effectively, the real source of conspiratorial activity was not
the Illuminati itself, but the French I/umines sects of Martinists, Philadelphes
and Egyptian Rite Freemasonry, under the influence of the Sabbateans through
the Asiatic Brethren. According to the anonymous Rituals of the Fratres Lucis,
Saint-Martin, along with the chief occultists of the period, including Emmanuel
Swedenborg, Comte de St. Germain and Count Cagliostro, were all members of the
Asiatic Brethren who, according to Albert Pike, American Civil War general and
Grand Master of the Scottish Rite, were the heirs of the Illuminati.*®

The Asiatic Brethren were founded in 1781 by Jacob Frank’s cousin and successor
Moses Dobruschka. As Franz Thomas von Schoenfeld, Dobruschka entered into
Austrian Freemasonry, and became involved with Ecker von Eckhoffen, who had
been a leader of the Golden and Rosy Cross (Gold- und Rosenkrenz). Eckhoffen left
the order and created the “Ritter des Lichts” (Knights of Light) or “Fratres Lucis”
(Brothers of Light), later reorganized as the Asiatic Brethren, with the assistance
of Dobruschka and members of the Habsburg nobility.”” The Asiatic Brethren’s
meetings were called Melchizedeck lodges, where Jews, Turks, Persians and
Armenians were allowed membership. The Asiatic Brethren were influenced by
the ideas of St. Martin, and according to Gershom Scholem, mixed Kabbalistic and
Sabbatean ideas with Christian theosophic ones.*®

According to a Christian member of the order, the Jewish initiates drew on the
theurgic traditions of “Shabbetai Zevi, Falk (the Ba’al Shem of London), Frank,
and their similar fellows.”*As indicated by Pawel Maciejko, the Asiatic Brethren
were also widely reputed to exercise a powerful influence in Freemasonry. In 1781
Great Pantler August Moszynski wrote a note for Stanislaus Augustus, the last
King and Grand Duke of the Polish—Lithuanian Commonwealth, and the son of
Jacob Frank’s “godfather,” King Augustus III of Poland, who had retained Baron
von Hund as Intimate Counsellot:

I became convinced that there existed in the past, and maybe exists to
this day, wisdom unknown to the present-day scholars; its subjects are
things natural, which are commonly considered supernatural, and also
traditions regarding cycles of change undergone by our planet, and finally
the knowledge less inaccurate than ours of the Divine Being... It is said
that these teachings are contained in a Chaldean book called “The Zohar”
[le Zohar]. However, they ate expressed there in a way so convoluted and
allegorical, and so demanding the knowledge of the numerical values
and etymologies of the [Hebrew and Aramaic] words, that only very few
Jews understand [the Zohar]. Among these who do, Falk and Frank are
often mentioned; they know enough to be able to perforrn purely physical
experiments, which however seem supernatural to people who witness
them and are considered pure charlatanry by scholars who hear of them..

It is likely that after the destruction of the [Second] Temple, remnants of
this priestly knowledge were dispersed in the Orient... among the Arabs...
who transferred its tidbits to the Crusaders, especially the Templars, who
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in turn passed them over to their inheritors; in the last century, the latter
reappeared under the name of Freemasons.*’

According to Adam Mickiewicz, regarded as the greatest poet in all Polish
literature, who was also a secret Frankist as well as a Martinist, there existed in
France at the beginning of the nineteenth century, “a numerous Israelite sect,
half Christian, half Jewish, which also looked forward to Messianism and saw in
Napoleon the Messiah, at least his predecessor.”! These beliefs, notes Mickiewicz,
were related to those of Jozef Maria Hoene-Wronski, a Polish philosopher and
crackpot scientist interested in Kabbalah, Gnosticism, and Jacob Boehme. As
Sarane Alexandrian writes in Histoire de la philosophie occulte, “Wronski holds in occult
philosophy the place that Kant holds in classical philosophy.”**

Likewise, the German Romantic philosopher Friedrich Hegel (1770 — 1831),
regarded Napoleon as embodying the “world-soul,” meaning that in him was fulfilled
the process of history. Ultimately, Hegel produced a philosophy of history which was
an articulation, in Christian terms, of the Kabbalah of Isaac Luria. Hegel is regarded
as the leading exponent of German Idealism, after Jacob Boehme, who heavily
influenced him. While it is not proven that Hegel was a member of the Illuminati,
as demonstrated by Glenn Alexander Magee in Hege/ and the Hermetic Tradition, Hegel
did often refer cryptically to Illuminati and Masonic symbols. There are references
throughout Hegel’s writings to many of the leading figures of the Hermetic tradition,
including Meister Eckhart, Giordano Bruno, Paracelsus, and Boehme. As pointed
out by Ernst Benz in Mystical Sources of German Romantic Philosophy, the chief conduit
of the ideas of Bochme to Hegel and the other German Idealists of the time was
Saint-Martin. Hegel was introduced to the ideas of Boehme through his reading of
Illuminati member Franz von Baader, a devoted student of Meister Eckhart.

The Asiatic Brethren was closely associated with Egyptian Rite Freemasonry,
which had its origins with Count Cagliostro and Rabbi Falk.* Cagliostro had been
initiated into the rite by the Comte St. Germain.** It is also known as the Rite of
Misraim, named after Mizraim, the Hebrew name for Egypt. The Rite was composed
of 90 degrees, taken from Scottish Rite Freemasonry, Martinism and other Masonic
traditions, and the last four degrees were named Arana Arcanorum. And when
Napoleon conquered Egypt, Masons in his army of Cagliostro’s Egyptian Rite
supposedly came in contact with a native Hermetic fraternity, understood to refer
to the Ismailis. Samuel Honis, a native Egyptian, who was supposedly initiated at
the Grand Lodge of Cairo, also by the Comte St. Germain, brought the Egyptian
Rite to France, and in 1815, a lodge, Les Disciples de Memphis, was founded by Honis,
Marconis de Negte and others.*

In 1816, this lodge was closed and Honis and Marconis de Negre disappeared
from the scene, and Egyptian Freemasonry went underground. In Paris in 1838,
Marconis’ son, Jacques-Etienne Marconis de Negre, established the Memphis Rite
as a variation of Cagliostro’s Rite of Misraim, combining elements from Templarism
with Egyptian and alchemical mythology. According to Marconis, borrowing from
the legends of the Golden and Rosy Cross, an Egyptian “priest” named Ormus was
converted to Christianity by St. Mark, and Christianized the Hermetic mysteries.
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This Gnostic tradition then supposedly survived in Egypt, where it was kept by the
“Knights of Palestine.” They were also known as the “Brethren of the Rosy Cross
of the Orient.”® Thus, it represented the Sufism of the Brethren of Sincerity, who
inspired the Mandeans, or Sabians, the Ismailis Assassins and generations of Jewish
Kabbalists, and supposedly survived in the Asiatic Brethren.

De Negre had affiliated his Rite of Memphis with the front organization for
the Illuminati, the Philadelphes, which by some accounts had been established by
Marquis de Chefdebien d’Armissan, a cavalry colonel, Knight of Malta and member
of the Grand Orient and of the Amis Reunis.’ 'The Philadelphes were behind the
bitth of the communist movement through the influence of Philippe Buonarroti,
a member of the Illuminati, a descendant of Michelangelo’s brother. Buonarroti
also went by the Jewish alias of Abraham Levi Salomon.*® Buonarroti proposed
a mutualist strategy intended to revolutionize society by stages, progressing from
monarchy to liberalism, then to radicalism and finally to communism. A devoted
disciple of Rousseau, Buonarroti made his way to France, where he attended Jacobin
meetings and befriended Robespierre, for whom he kept a great admiration all his
life. The revolutionaries spoke of Buonarroti as “an occult power whose shadowy
tentacles extended ... over Europe.”™

Shortly after the first failed coup of the Philadelphes against Napoleon in 1808,
Buonarroti formed a Masonic Lodge, Les Sublimes Maitres Parfaifs, to which only
serving Freemasons were admitted. It represented a merging of the Philadelphes
from France and Switzerland and its Italian branch, the Adelphes, formed around
1807.*° Within this lodge he formed an inner circle which he used to further his
political ambitions. In his own words, Buonarroti explained why Freemasonry
provided a convenient front for his activities:

The public character of its meetings, the almost infinite number of its
initiates, and the ease with which they are admitted have removed from
Masonry every trace of political inclination. And if an exception is made of
some very few and almost unknown lodges in which the light is preserved
in its purity, all the others are nothing more than entertainment centers or
schools of superstition and slavery.”

Buonarrott’s Sublimes Maitres Parfaits were responsible for the formation of the
Carbonari, the revolutionary secret society formed in southern Italy early in the
nineteenth century.”” A leading member of the Carbonati, Giuseppe Mazzini, who
was reputed to have been Weishaupt’s successor as head of the Illuminati, took
part in important events in the process of Italian unification, often referred to as
the Risorgimento. Mazzini held a high position among the Florentine Freemasons,
and served as Grand Master of the Grand Orient of Italy, founded in 1805, as
did another leading Carbonari, General Giuseppe Garibaldi.*® It was under the
influence of Garibaldi that the two traditions of Egyptian Freemasonry as the Rite
of Memphis-Misraim were eventually fused. Another Carbonari was Marquis de
Lafayette, hero of the American and French Revolutions, who served as Grand
Master of the French branch, and who was a close friend of George Washington,
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson.
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The Philadelphes provided the network of leading socialist revolutionaries of
the nineteenth century, who pushed forward the original plot of the Illuminati.
According to Boris 1. Nicolaevsky:

The historian is faced with the paradox that whereas Jean-Etienne Marconi,
founder and head of the order for many years, was utterly indifferent to
politics, the Supreme Council of the order for 1855 was composed entirely
of Republicans and Socialists who sat with the extreme left in the National
Assembly of 1848-49.3

The most prominent member of the Philadelphes was Louis Blanc. According
to La monde magonnigue (1874) Garibaldi, Mazzini and Louis Blanc were all members
of the London Lodge of the United Philadelphians. Blanc, along with a great
number of Frankists who had joined the rite, participated in a spree of Marxist-
inspired subversive movements, known as the Year of Revolutions of 1848.% Most
important were upheavals in France, the Nethetlands, Germany, Poland, Italy
and the Austrian Empire, which were largely a consequence of the spread of the
influence of the Carbonari.’® Buonarroti’s work became a bible for revolutionaries,
inspiring such leftists as Blanqui and Marx. Louis Auguste Blanqui, a French
socialist and political activist, notable for his revolutionary theory of Blanquism,
was also a member of the Carbonari and was involved in the revolutions in France.
In May 1839, a Blanquist-inspired uprising took place in Paris, in which the League
of the Just, forerunners of Karl Marx’s Communist League, participated.

According to Rabbi Antelman in To Eliminate the Opiate, Marx too was of
Sabbatean origin, his father Heinrich having been inducted into the sect.”’Marx’s
philosophy of communism represented a further development of German Idealism,
which has its roots in Lurianic Kabbalah, through the influence of Friedrich Hegel.
%8 As Jewish historian Paul Johnson pointed out in his History of the Jews, Marx’s theory
of history resembles the Kabbalistic theories of the Messianic Age of Sabbatai Zevi’s
mentor, Nathan of Gaza.”’

The revolutions of 1848 were fomented to a large extent by British diplomacy
and secret service money manipulated by Lord Palmerston, Patriarch of the Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, then Foreign Secretary, and later British Prime Minister of
England. Under Palmerston’s guidance, Mazzini had organized all his revolutionary
sects: Young Italy, Young Poland, and Young Europe.® With Italy then a hodge-
podge of states, Mazzini led a revolt in 1848 against the “despotic” and “theocratic”
regime of the Pope in central Italy. In March 1849, a constituent assembly abolished
the temporal authority of the papacy and proclaimed the Roman Republic.
However, France, under the leadership of Napoleon 111, quickly organized a military
intervention, crushing Mazzini’s political experiment in Rome and reinstated the
pope. Though in his youth Napoleon III had been a member of the Carbonari,
they condemned him to death, and almost succeeded in assassinating him in 1858.
Mazzini returned to his exile in London where he joined Palmerston.

After the failure of Mazzini’s 1848 revolution, Garibaldi rallied behind the
cause of Victor Emmanuel 11, a prominent Freemason, of the House of Piedmont,
who became the first king of a united Italy in 1861. Victor Immanuel II’s mother
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was Maria Theresa of Austria (1801 — 1855), who was the double granddaughter of
Empress Maria Theresa. The Illuminati conspiracy of the Carbonari against the
Catholic Church was manifested in the eventual loss of the Papal States—those
territories in the Italian Peninsula which had been under the sovereign direct rule
of the pope from the 700s until 1870. Between 1870 and 1929, the pope had no
physical territory at all, and eventually Italian fascist leader Benito Mussolini solved
the crisis between modern Italy and the Vatican and, in 1929, the Vatican City State
was granted sovereignty.



5. Survival of the Fittest

Secularism

From Marx’s communism, to the Cold War, to the current so-called “Clash of
Civilizations,” the world’s secret plans have operated since the ascendency of
the Illuminati, by manufacturing false oppositions that provide the pretext for
introducing what appears to be the only reasonable solution. The tactic has been
referred to as the Hegelian Dialectic. Although never articulated by Hegel himself,
it was articulated by Heinrich Moritz Chalybdus, a German philosopher best known
for his characterization of Hegel’s philosophy, as positing a dialectic of a triad of
thesis-antithesis-synthesis.

Hegel had ascribed the terminology to Kant. And carrying on Kant’s work,
Fichte greatly elaborated on the synthesis model, which was taken up Schelling,
who like Fichte was also associated with the Illuminati. The essence of what is
called the Hegelian Dialectic is a threefold process, where a thesis gives rise to
its reaction, an antithesis, which contradicts or negates the thesis, and the tension
between the two is ultimately resolved by a synthesis. Ultimately, the dialectic is a
belief founded in the Lurianic Kabbalah, where good and evil are considered a false
duality, resolved in #ikkun, the cosmic restoration at the end of time, when man becomes God
and defines his own truth.!

The fundamental dialectic that has shaped the formation of modern Western
societies, according to the hidden dictates of the Illuminati, has been the false
dichotomy between science and religion, serving to prepare the way for the
acceptance of its supposed synthesis: a one-world religion based on the occult. Thus
Illuminati defined the Enlightenment with their emphasis on “reason,” juxtaposing
it with “superstition,” which served as a euphemism for Christianity, despite the
paradox that they themselves were secretly working rituals with the intent of
producing phenomena typically associated with superstition.

Although science has been used to insist upon the invalidity of religion and the
“supernatural” in general, the personalities who shaped the modern scientific epoch
were, for the most part, steeped in the occult. In The Scientific Revolution and the Origins
of Modern Science, John Henry remarked that, “a number of historians of science
have refused to accept that something which they see as so irrational could have
had any impact whatsoever upon the supremely rational pursuit of science. Their
arguments seem to be based on mere prejudice, or on a failure to understand the
richness and complexity of the magical tradition.”*Similatly, according to Margaret
Jacobs, “In disproportionately large numbers, Freemasons promoted the new
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science by organizing lectures and philosophical societies for scientific devotees
like themselves. In so doing, they exercised a role as progressive improvers, as the
concrete promotets of the highest of Enlightenment ideals.””

As listed by Nick Bostrom, chief among them were various scientists
and philosophers associated with Rosicrucianism through the Royal Society,
like Isaac Newton, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Immanuel Kant, and the
Marquis de Condorcet. It was de Condorcet, a member of the Illuminati and the
Philalethes, whom Bostrom claims laid the basis “for rational humanism, which
emphasizes empirical science and critical reason—rather than revelation and
religious authority...”™ Condorcet was also chiefly responsible for secularizing the
Kabbalistic idea of progress, which became the fundamental tenet of the Western
secular religion, and laid the foundation for the idealistic hopes for the potential
of science for transforming human existence. When considering progress in the
sciences, Condorcet asked:

Would it even be absurd to suppose this quality of melioration in the human
species as susceptible of an indefinite advancement; to suppose that a period
must one day arrive when death will be nothing more than the effect either
of extraordinary accidents, or of the flow and gradual decay of the vital
powers; and that the duration of the middle space, of the interval between
the birth of man and this decay, will itself have no assignable limit?®

As Noble shows, with the founding of the Royal Society, the first modern
scientific institution, Freemasons played a disproportionate role in the construction
of scientific culture. As Noble explains, “Largely through the enormous and
enduring influence of Francis Bacon, the medieval identification of technology
with transcendence now informed the emergent mentality of modernity”” “It
seems likely,” explains Christopher Mclntosh, “that the Royal Society, founded
in 1660, was an attempt to realize in practical terms the Rosicrucian ideals of a
brotherhood of learning and enlightenment which would help usher in the kind of
Utopia visualized by Bacon, Andreae, Comenius, and others.”’

Likewise, as Erik Davis described in TechGnosis: Myth, Magic and Mysticisn in the
Age of Information, “But even as lodge members helped to imagine and construct our
secular world, with its anticlerical embrace of science, technology, and individual
liberties. Masonic societies also served as the main channel whereby the ideas
and psychology of gnostic occultism flowed into the heart of modernity.™® As the
American religious scholar Catherine Albanese suggested in her discussion of
American Masonry, “if any genuinely new popular religion arose in New World
America, it was a nature religion of radical empiricism, with the aim of that religion
to conflate spirit and matter and, in the process, turn human beings into gods.”’

Deliberately excluded from the Royal Society’s areas of study were typical
university disciplines of metaphysics, divinity, morals, grammar, logic and rhetoric.
Instead, studies were strictly secular, focusing on manufacture, machines and
inventions and also the recovery of ancient skills and secrets In England, France,
and America, Masons organized scientific lectures, promoted the “useful arts,”
and pushed forward the new encyclopedias and their “diffusion of the light of
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knowledge.” As Noble shows, Masons also participated heavily in constructing
the educational institutions that gave birth to the modern field of engineering.
“Through Freemasonry, the apostles of the religion of technology passed their
practical project of redemption on to the engineers, the new spiritual men, who
subsequently forged their own millenarian myths, exclusive associations, and rites
of passage.”'’

In America, explains Davis, this technological evangelism was largely carried
forward by Benjamin Franklin, the onetime Grand Master of the French Lage des
Neuf Soenrs. According to Davis, “Like countless later American Masons, including
Henry Ford, Chatles Lindbergh, and the astronauts John Glenn and Buzz Aldrin,
Franklin put into practice America’s cult of the technological sublime.”" Franklin
is known to have occasionally attended the meetings of the infamous Hellfire Club
during his time in England. The most important precursor is the Hellfire Club,
which was founded around 1719 in London by Philip, Duke of Wharton (1698 —
1731), who went on to become Grand Master of the London Grand Lodge in 1722,
where he was an ardent supporter of the Jacobite cause.

In the mid-eighteenth century, Sir Francis Dashwood inscribed the Rabelais’s
“Do what thou wilt” on a doorway of his abbey at Medmenham, which incorporated
the ruins of a Cistercian abbey founded in 1201, where it served as the motto his
Hellfire Club. Dashwood, like fellow-member and politician John Wilkes, a distant
relative of John Wilkes Booth, were fellows of the Royal Society. An original member
of the Hellfire Club was John Montagu, 4th Earl of Sandwich, who was First Lord
of the Admiralty, and as a member of the House of Lords where he was a follower
of the Duke of Bedford, one of the wealthiest and most powerful politicians of the
era. But he is perhaps best known for the claim that he was the eponymous inventor
of the sandwich. The group were known as the Franciscans, not after Saint Francis
of Assisi, but after its founder, Francis Dashwood. Sir Nathaniel Wraxall in his
Historical Memoires (1815) accused these “Monks” of performing Satanic rituals, but
the claims have, as usual, been dismissed by historians.

Frankenstein

Bostrom rightly identifies the golem theme in the gothic novel Frankenstein by
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley (1797 — 1851). Aptly, her novel’s alternative title was
The Modern Promethens. Mary Shelley’s father was the political philosopher William
Godwin, and her mother was the philosopher and feminist Mary Wollstonecraft,
best known for A4 Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), one of the earliest works
of feminist philosophy.

William Godwin was closely associated with William Blake, who frequented
Swedenborg’s New Jerusalem Society. Largely unrecognized in his own lifetime,
Blake is now considered a seminal figure in the history of the poetry and arts of the
Romantic Age. While there is no record of Blake belonging to Freemasonry, he has
been universally regarded in the occult as one of its great sages. However, Blake’s
biographer Peter Ackroyd noted that according to the lists of grandmasters of the
Druid Order, Blake was a grandmaster from 1799 until 1827. Of druidism Blake
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believed that, “The Egyptian Hieroglyphs, the Greek and the Roman Mythology,
and the Modern Freemasonry being the last remnants of it. The honorable Emanuel
Swedenborg is the wondetful Restorer of this long lost Sectet.””? One of his most
well-recognized paintings is that of the Ancient of Days of the Kabbalah, holding the
Masonic symbol of a compass over a darker void below.

Blake’s main employer was the radical bookseller Joseph Johnson, who
introduced him to the radical circle of Mary Wollstonecraft, William Godwin
and Thomas Paine. Paine was the author of two highly influential pamphlets at
the start of the American Revolution, and inspired the Patriots in 1776 to declare
independence from Britain. Born in England, Paine emigrated to the British
American colonies in 1774 with the help of Benjamin Franklin, arriving just in
time to participate in the American Revolution. Although there is no evidence he
was himself a Freemason, Paine shared views similat to those of Blake, when wrote
An Essay on the Origin of Free-Masonry, repeating the claim that Freemasonry derived
from the religion of the ancient Druids.

Mary Shelley had travelled to Europe, visiting Germany and Geneva,
Switzerland—where much of the story takes place—and the topics of galvanism
and other similar occult ideas were themes of conversation among her companions,
particularly her lover and future husband, Percy Bysshe Shelley. Percy is regarded
by critics as amongst the finest lyric poets in the English language. Among his
best-known works are Promethens Unbound, and The Rosicrucian, A Romance, a Gothic
horror novel where the main character Wolfstein, a solitary wanderer, encounters
Ginotti, an alchemist of the Rosicrucian or Rose Cross Order who secks to impart
the secret of immortality. In his authoritative biography on Shelley, James Bieris
notes that while Shelley was at Eton he brought with him an electrical machine (one
he used to experiment on friends and family); bought chemical apparatus; obtained
books on magic and witchcraft; drank from a skull; and was tutored by Dr. Lind,
considered the modern-day Paracelsus. In fact, among Shelley’s favorite topics for
research was Paracelsus, in addition to magic and alchemy.

Shelley and Percy were also associated with the poet Lord Byron, who is
described as the most flamboyant and notorious of the leading Romantics. Byron
was celebrated during his lifetime for aristocratic excesses, including huge debts,
numerous love affairs with both sexes, rumors of a scandalous incestuous liaison
with his half-sister, and self-imposed exile. Byron travelled all over Europe,
especially in Italy where he lived for seven years and became a member of the
Carbonari. He later joined the Greek War of Independence fighting the Ottoman
Empire, for which Greeks revere him as a national hero."

Mary, Percy, Lord Byron, and John Polidori decided to have a competition to
see who could write the best horror story. After thinking for days about a possible
storyline, Shelley dreamed of a scientist who created life and was horrified by what
he had created. Victor Frankenstein, the protagonist of Mary’s novel, admits to
having been inspired by Agrippa, Paracelsus and Albertus Magnus, all magicians
and among the most celebrated figures in Western occult tradition. Shelley was
inspited by Frankenstein Castle, where two centuries before an alchemist was
engaged in experiments. Frankenstein Castle is on a hilltop in the Odenwald
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overlooking the city of Darmstadt in Germany. The castle gained international
attention when the SyFy TV-Show Ghost Hunters International produced an entire
episode about the castle in 2008, after which the team became convinced that there
was some sort of paranormal activity going on.

Frankenstein Castle is associated with numerous occult legends, including that
of a knight named Lord Georg who saved local villagers from a dragon, and a
fountain of youth where in the first full-moon night after Walpurgis Night old
women from the nearby villages had to undergo tests of courage. The one who
succeeded was returned to the age she had been in the night of her wedding. On
Mount Ilbes, in the forest behind Frankenstein Castle, compasses do not work
properly due to magnetic stone formations. Legend has it that Mount Ilbes is
the second most important meeting place for witches in Germany after Mount
Brocken in the Harz. In the late seventeenth century, Johann Conrad Dippel stayed
at Frankenstein, where he was rumored to have practiced alchemical experiments
on corpses that he exhumed, and that a local cleric warned his parish that Dippel
had created a monster that was brought to life by a bolt of lightning. L.ocal people
still claim this to have actually happened and that this tale was related to Shelley’s
stepmother by the Grimm brothers, the German fairy-tale writers."

Anarchism

William Godwin is regarded as a proto-transhumanist, because he preached human
perfectibility and saw humanity becoming increasingly godlike, perhaps immortal,
with a necessity that is rooted in our nature, because we are godlike beings."
Godwin is also regarded as one of the first exponents of utilitarianism, and the first
modern proponent of philosophical anarchism, another philosophy fundamental
to transhumanism. Philosophical anarchism contends that the state lacks moral
legitimacy; that there is no individual obligation or duty to obey the State, and
conversely, that the State has no right to command individuals, although it does not
advocate revolution to eliminate the state.

Pierre-Joseph Proudhon was the first political philosopher to call himself an
anarchist, marking the formal birth of anarchism in the mid-nineteenth century.
Among the most influential figures of the ideology was Mikhail Bakunin (1814-
1876). Bakunin’s enormous prestige as an activist made him one of the most
famous ideologues in Europe, and he gained substantial influence among radicals
throughout Russia and Europe. Bakunin began to read the French encyclopédistes,
leading to enthusiasm for the philosophy of Fichte, through whom he discovered
the works of Hegel. Bakunin also anticipated the aspirations of the transhumanists
when he declared, “there will be a qualitative transformation, a new living, life-
giving revelation, a new heaven and a new earth, a young and mighty world in
which all our present dissonances will be resolved into a harmonious whole.”

Mikhail Bakunin was a Grand Orient Freemason, a disciple of Illuminati
founder Adam Weishaupt, and an avowed Satanist.'® He created the semi-secret
Social Democratic Alliance, which had a direct affiliation to the Illuminati. He
conceived of it as a revolutionary avant-garde within the First International of
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Karl Marx, from which he was expelled in 1872." As demonstrated by Boris 1.
Nicolaevsky, the creation of the First International was the result of the efforts of
the Philadelphes of the Rite of Misraim, who had become supporters of Mazzini
and General Guiseppe Garibaldi.”

When Bakunin arrived in Paris in 1842 he met Pierre-Joseph Proudhon
and Karl Marx. Bakunin and his collectivist anarchist associates joined Marx’s
First International. At first, the collectivists worked with the Marxists to push
the First International in a more revolutionary socialist direction. Subsequently,
the International became polarized into two camps, with Marx and Bakunin as
their respective figureheads. Bakunin characterized Marx’s ideas as centralist and
predicted that if a Marxist party came to powet, its leaders would simply take the
place of the ruling class they had fought against. The First International eventually
split between two main tendencies within the organization over the question of
political, parliamentary action. The anarchist wing represented by Mikhail Bakunin
and the state socialist wing represented by Karl Marx.

According to Jeffrey Steinberg et al. in Dope Ine, the Bakunin’s anarchists, along
with the Order of Zion, formed part of an underground network of subversion
headed by Lord Palmerston, England’s Prime Minister. In 1870, Mazzini along
with Lord Palmerston, Otto von Bismarck and Albert Pike, all thirty third degree
Scottish Rite Masons, reportedly completed an agreement to create a supreme
universal rite of Masonry that would arch over all the other rites. Such was reported
in Le diable an XIXe siccle (1894) by Gabriel Jagond-Pager, a.k.a. Leo Taxil, who
later claimed his revelations to have been a hoax. However, Mazzini was clearly
the powerful leader of the underground activities of the secret societies, and the
Luciferian ideology which Leo Taxil communicated was repeated in the “Masonic
Bible,” Morals and Dogma, by Albert Pike.

Known as the Palladium Rite, the secret order was to be the pinnacle of Masonic
power, an international alliance to bring in the Grand Lodges, the Grand Orient,
the ninety-seven degrees of Memphis and Misraim of Cagliostro, also known as
the Ancient and Primitive Rite, and the Scottish Rite, or the Ancient and Accepted
Rite. Civil War General Albert Pike was Sovereign Commander Grand Master of
the Supreme Council of Scottish Rite Freemasonry in Charleston, South Carolina,
and the reputed founder of the notorious Ku Klux Klan (KKK)."

The Order of Zion was the eclite secret arm of the masonic-style order,
Alliance Israélite Universelle, whose American arm was the B’nai B’rith. It was Rabbi
Antelman, in To Eliminate the Opiate, who pointed out that the Frankists introduced
Sabbateanism on a large-scale to Judaism principally through the Reform and
Conservative movements, as well as Zionist-leaning organizations like the
American Jewish Congress, the World Jewish Congtess and the B’nai B'rith, also
called the Constitutional Grand Lodge of the Otder of the Sons of the Covenant,
as a recognized branch of the Scottish Rite for American Jews.

As indicated by Gershom Scholem, and later by Jacqueline Rose as outlined
in The Question of Zion, Zionism derived from Sabbateans.?® Zionism is a secular
movement. It is a nationalistic cause that retains the language of Judaism to form
a racial identity, while rejecting what makes Judaism a religion. As paradoxical
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as this may seem, as Abraham Duker has pointed out, anti-Jewishness was
characteristic among the Sabbatean Frankists, who rejected “Orthodox Jews” for
their adherence to the Bible and who resented them for the persecution they had
been made to endure:

The Frankists were also united by less positive aspects, namely dislike of
the Jews who forced them into conversion and thus cut them off from their
near and dear ones as well as hatred of the Catholic clergy which had its
share in this drastic step... The task of raising a new generation under such
condition of double Marranoism was indeed a difficult one and required
much cooperation and close-mouthedness. Kinship and the close social
relations have made Frankism to a large extent a family religion, that has
continually been strengthened by marriage and by economic ties through
concentration in certain occupations.?!

Thus, the Sabbateans invented the term “Orthodox Judaism,” to suggest that
their heretical interpretations were just an evolution of the true faith, while rejecting
the traditions it was founded upon, which were the Torabh and the Talmud, in favor of
the Zobar. As Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch commented in 1854:

It was not the “Orthodox” Jews who introduced the word “orthodoxy” into
Jewish discussion. It was the modern “progressive” Jews who first applied
this name to “old,” “backward” Jews as a derogatory term. This name was
at first resented by “old” Jews. And rightly so. “Orthodox” Judaism does not
know any varieties of Judaism. It conceives Judaism as one and indivisible.
It does not know a Mosaic, prophetic and rabbinic Judaism, nor Orthodox
and Liberal Judaism. It only knows Judaism and non-Judaism. It does not
know Orthodox and Liberal Jews. It does indeed know conscientious and
indifferent Jews, good Jews, bad Jews or baptised Jews; all, nevertheless,
Jews with a mission which they cannot cast off. They are only distinguished
accordingly as they fulfil or reject their mission.?

Rabbi Antelman’s research has demonstrated that reflecting the Frankist
rejection of the Torah, according to Reform Judaism, which is now the largest
denomination of American Jews, almost everything connected with traditional
Jewish ritual law and custom is of the ancient past, and thus no longer appropriate
for Jews to follow in the modern era. It regards only monotheism as the true basis of
Judaism, though at times even offers a theistic interpretation. As Rabbi Antelman
remarks, “and so the curse of insipid Gnosticism pervades the holy house of Israel
and exists within its midst as a fifth column of destruction.”*

A Frankist by the name of Rabbi Zecharias Frankel (1801-1875), separated from
the Reform movement, which he regarded as too radical, in order to make his attack
on Judaism from a different front, by supposedly calling for a return to Jewish
law.?* Howevet, according to Frankel, Jewish law was not static, but had always
developed in response to changing conditions. He called his approach towards
Judaism “Positive-Historical,” which meant that one should accept Jewish law and
tradition as normative, yet one must be open to changing and developing the law in
the same historical fashion that Judaism has always historically developed.
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Frankel was also the mentor to another Frankist, a Moldavian-born Romanian
and English rabbi, Solomon Schechter (1847 — 1915), the founder of the American
Conservative Jewish Movement. Although Schechter emphasized the centrality
of Jewish law saying, “In a word, Judaism is absolutely incompatible with the
abandonment of the Torah,” he nevertheless believed in what he termed Catholic
Israel.® The basic idea was that Jewish law is formed and evolves based on
the behavior of the people, and it is alleged that Schechter openly violated the
prohibitions associated with traditional Sabbath observance.*

A leading exponent of the Order of Zion was Moses Hess (1812 — 1875), one
of the first important leaders of the Zionist cause, being regarded as the founder
of Labor Zionism, originally advocating Jewish integration into the socialist
movement. Hess was the grandson of Rabbi David T. Hess who succeeded to the
Rabbinate of Manheim, after it had been seized by the Sabbatean followers of the
Sabbatean Rabbi Eybeshiitz.?” It was also Hess who taught Marx and Engels the
philosophy of communism.?

The Alliance Israélite Universelle was founded in 1860 by Benjamin Disraeli, the
first Jewish Prime Minister of England, as well as Moses Montefiore and Adolph
Cremieux (1796 — 1880), Supreme Council of the Rite of Misraim, as well as Grand
Mastet of Scottish Rite Freemasonry.?” The nototious Protocols of the Learned Elders
of Zion, which detailed a Judeo-Masonic conspiracy, and which served as Hitlet’s
“Warrant for Genocide,” were discovered to be loosely based on a rare 1864 book
by a protégé of Cremieux, Maurice Joly, titled Dialogue in Hell Between Machiavelli
and Montesquien. Joly was a Jew, a lifelong Freemason and a member of the Rite of
Mistraim.*® His book was an attack on the political ambitions of Napoleon III who,
represented by Machiavelli, plots to rule the world.

Suspiciously, Joly’s was among a number of works which appeared in the
pivotal years between 1859 and 1869. This was not long after secret societies had
become intensely active, and a number of works directed against Jews and secret
societies began to appear. The period began with the Year of Revolutions of 1848,
followed by the activities of Mazzini and the Carbonari, leading up to the creation
of the Kingdom of Italy in 1861. In his youth, Cremieux had been an admirer of
Napoleon I and later became an intimate friend as well as the legal adviser of the
Bonaparte family. Like the Carbonari, he directed his efforts against Napoleon 111
and he consorted with all the Emperor’s enemies. Cremieux was also a friend of
Victor Hugo, who had extensive associations with the occult.

Another work was from the program of Bakunin, who in 1869 wrote his
Polemic Against the Jews, in which he refers to the Jews as “the most formidable
sect” in Europe.” The other work was from Jacques-Cretineau Joly in 1859,
which reproduced documents of the A/a Vendita, a text purportedly produced by
the highest lodge of the Italian Carbonari. It was supposedly written by “Piccolo
Tigre,” a codename for Giuseppe Mazzini, in which he criticized the Jewish
leadership of “the secret societies.” The work was mainly directed against the Jews
of the International Working Men’s Association, which Karl Marx had formed by
consolidating a number of sectet societies.*

In 1869, there appeared another work, titled The Jews, Judaisn, and the Judaification of
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Christian Pegple by Gougenot Des Mousseaux, with particular emphasis on the A/ zance
Israélite Universelle. Des Mousseaux had also reported in The Jew that in December of
1865, he had received a letter from a German statesman to the effect:

Since the revolutionary recrudescence of 1848, I have had relations with a
Jew who, from vanity, betrayed the secret of the secure societies which he
had been associated, and who warned me eight or ten days beforehand of all
the revolutions which were about to break out at any point of Europe. I owe
to him the unshakeable conviction that all these movements of “oppressed
peoples,” etc., etc., are devised by half a dozen individuals, who give their
orders to the secret societies of all Europe. The ground is absolutely mined
beneath our feet, and the Jews provide a large contingent of these miners...”

Most of the Order of Zion’s funding came from the London and Paris banking
houses of Rothschild, Montefiore, and de Hirsch. Judah P. Benjamin, a British subject
and the leader of the B’nai Brith and the Order of Zion, along with Dr. Kuttner
Baruch, grandfather of American financier Bernard Baruch, assisted Albert Pike in
the founding of the KKK. Judah P. Benjamin was also the individual who gave
the order for Lincoln’s assassination, according to the report of the Judge Advocate
assigned to investigate the assassination and report to the Military Commission
responsible.** According to Jeffrey Steinberg et al:

Palmerston’s irregulars, employed in illegal dope trafficking, assassinations,
and “Fifth Column” subversions against the United States in the period
before and during the Civil War, are the linear ancestors of what is now called
organized crime. The Chinese “Triads,” or Societies of Heaven; the Order
of Zion and its American spinoff, the B’nai B’rith; “Young Italy,” whose
Sicilian law enforcement arm became known as the Mafia; the Jesuit Order
based in decaying Hapsburg Austria; Mikhail Bakunin’s bomb-throwing
anarchist gangs; and nearly every other inhabitant of Britain’s political
netherworld followed a chain of command that led through the Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry directly to Lord Palmerston and his successors.”

Bakunin was the father of modern terrorism, through his prescription known
as the “Propaganda of the deed,” which advocated the use of violence against
symbols or representatives of the defied order, not for any strategic objectives,
but merely to make a political statement and to instill terror. According to
Nicolaevsky, Bakunin was also closely connected to the Philadelphes, and he
was said to have regarded Freemasonry “as a cover and tool for his revolutionary
putrposes.”*® According to Nicolaevsky:

The literature of the day, police records, personal correspondence, and private
archives force one to the conclusion that all the secret societies of the era
were filled with people who were more or less sympathetic to terrorism... It
is important to stress that the Philadelphians, too, and appatently all societies
connected with them organizationally, must be regarded as sympathizing
with individual acts of political terror. The attitudes of these groups toward
the terrorist activities organized by Mazzini and his supporters leads us to this
conclusion.”
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Bakunin’s philosophy of nihilism rejected all religious and political authority,
social traditions, and traditional morality as standing in opposition to “freedom.”
Bakunin argued that “the idea of God implies the abdication of human reason
and justice; it is the most decisive negation of human liberty, and necessarily ends
in the enslavement of mankind, in theory and practice.”*® Consequently, Bakunin
reversed Voltaire’s famous aphorism that if God did not exist, it would be necessary
to invent Him, writing instead that “if God really existed, it would be necessary
to abolish Him.”* In God and the State, Bakunin shared the full breadth of his
Luciferian Gnostic creed:

Jehovah, who of all the good gods adored by men was certainly the most
jealous, the most vain, the most ferocious, the most unjust, the most
bloodthirsty, the most despotic, and the most hostile to human dignity and
liberty—]Jehovah had just created Adam and Eve, to satisfy we know not
what caprice; no doubt to while away his time, which must weigh heavy on
his hands in his eternal egoistic solitude, or that he might have some new
slaves. He generously placed at their disposal the whole earth, with all its
fruits and animals, and set but a single limit to this complete enjoyment. He
expressly forbade them from touching the fruit of the tree of knowledge.
He wished, therefore, that man, destitute of all understanding of himself,
should remain an eternal beast, ever on all-fours before the eternal God,
his creator and his master. But here steps in Satan, the eternal rebel, the
first freethinker and the emancipator of worlds. He makes man ashamed of
his bestial ignorance and obedience; he emancipates him, stamps upon his
brow the seal of liberty and humanity, in urging him to disobey and eat of
the fruit of knowledge.*

To Bakunin, violence was both a creative and purgative force. He believed
violence was necessary to purge the world of the old order to create the new. Every
state thus became the enemy, and the enemy was ferociously attacked using terrorism
and assassination. Bakunin believed that, “Human nature is so constituted that the
propensity for evil is always intensified by external circumstances, and the morality
of the individual depends much more on the conditions of his existence and the
environment in which he lives than on his own will.”* In his own words, Bakunin
sought, “the unchaining of what is today called the evil passions and the destruction
of what is called public order,” and made the declaration: “Let us put our trust in
the eternal spirit which destroys and annihilates [Lucifer] only because it is the
unsearchable and eternally creative source of all life—the passion for destruction
is also a creative passion!”™

X Club

For all the propaganda of the Enlightenment which succeeded in largely
discrediting Christianity, and religion in general, no attack has been as devastating
as that of Darwinsm. However, despite popular misconceptions, Darwinism is
still an unproven theory. Rather, Darwinism is fundamentally a religious idea,
and an attempt to demonstrate scientifically that the universe conforms to the
Lurianic Kabbalah, where man is evolving to become God. According to Rabbi
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Kook (1865 — 1935), the most important exponent of Religious Zionism, evolution
“is increasingly conquering the world at this time, and, more so than all other
philosophical theoties, conforms to the Kabbalistic sectets of the world.”

Being an occult idea, the theory of evolution is founded on a rejection of God,
and was therefore essential for creating the impression that it had refuted the belief
in a creator. More devastating still, however, was the cynical conclusions that were
derived from a theory that, in a universe devoid of divine purpose, human action is
governed by the “survival of the fittest,” in other words, Social Darwinism. Despite
the fact that social Darwinism bears Darwin’s name, it is also linked today with
others, notably Herbert Spencer, Thomas Malthus, and Francis Galton. Malthus’
father was an intimate friend of French philosopher and Freemason, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau. Malthus (1766 — 1834), as laid out in his 1798 work, An Essay on the Principle
of Population, written in response to William Godwin, describes how unchecked
population growth is exponential and would therefore eventually outstrip the food
supply whose growth was arithmetical.

As described in the Essay, Malthus believed there were two types of “checks”
that could then reduce the population, returning it to a more sustainable level. He
believed there were “preventive” checks such as moral restraints, like abstinence,
postponed marriage and restricting marriage for persons suffering poverty or
defects. He also believed in “positive checks,” which lead to “premature” death:
disease, starvation, war, resulting in what is called a Malthusian catastrophe, which
would return population to a lower, more “sustainable,” level. Among the genocidal
policies promoted by Malthus were:

Instead of recommending cleanliness to the poor, we should encourage
contrary habits. In our towns we should make the streets narrower, crowd
more people into the houses, and court the return of the plague. In the
country, we should build our villages near stagnant pools, and particularly
encourage settlement in all marshy and unwholesome situations. But above
all, we should reprobate specific remedies for ravaging diseases; and those
benevolent, but much mistaken men, who have thought they were doing
a service to mankind by projecting schemes for the total extirpation of
particular disorders.

It was Malthus’ ideas which inspired Darwin in the development of his theory
of “survival of the fittest.” Darwin explained in his Autobiography:

In October 1838, that is, fifteen months after I had begun my systematic
enquiry, I happened to read for amusement Malthus on Population, and being
well prepared to appreciate the struggle for existence which everywhere goes
on from long-continued observation of the habits of animals and plants, it
at once struck me that under these circumstances favorable variations would
tend to be preserved, and unfavorable ones to be destroyed. The result of
this would be the formation of new species. Hete, then, I had at last got a
theory by which to work...

Effectively, eugenics is the applied science of Darwinism. But specifically,
eugenics begins with Darwin’s cousin Francis Galton (1822 — 1911). The Darwin
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and Galton families also boasted Fellows of the Royal Society. Both Darwin and
Galton were founding members of the famous Lunar Society of Birmingham, so
named because the society would meet during the full moon. Assessing the work
of Darwin, and pondering the experience of animal breeders and horticulturists,
Galton wondered if the human genetic make-up could be improved: “The question
was then forced upon me — Could not the race of men be similarly improved?
Could not the undesirables be got tid of and the desirables multiplied?”**

The “survival of the fittest” is a term coined by sociologist Herbert Spencer (1820
—1903). Spencer’s ideas derived from his reading of Malthus, and his later theories
were influenced by those of Darwin. However, Spencer’s major work, Progress: Ifs
Law and Cause (1857) was released two years before the publication of Darwin’s On
the Origin of Species, and First Principles was printed in 1860. Soon after Oz the Origin
of Species was published, critics denounced Darwin’s description of a struggle for
existence as a Malthusian justification for the ravages of the industrial revolution.
The term Darwinism was used for the evolutionary ideas of others, including
Spencer’s “survival of the fittest” as free-market progress, and Ernst Haeckel’s
racist ideas of human development. Spencer supported laissez-faire capitalism on
the basis of his belief that struggle for survival spurred self-improvement which
could be inherited. In The Social Organism (1860), Spencer compares society to a
living organism and argues that, just as biological organisms evolve through natural
selection, society evolves and increases in complexity through analogous processes.

The publication of Darwin’s On the Origin of Species helped to create the false
impression of a conflict between science and religion, as it brought on a storm
of controversy between the scientific establishment and the Church of England,
who recognized evolutionism as an attack on what was perceived as the divinely
ordained aristocratic social order. Conversely, Darwin’s ideas on evolution were
welcomed by liberal theologians and by a new generation of salaried professional
scientists, who would later come to form the X Club, who saw his work as a great
stride in the struggle for freedom from clerical interference in science.®

This attack was led by Thomas Henry Huxley (1825 —1895), known as “Darwin’s
Bulldog,” grandfather of Julian Huxley, an evolutionist, eugenicist, and founder
of UNESCO, and his brother Aldous, who was the major influence behind the
CIA Mk-Ultra program, towards fulfillment of his pessimistic dystopia Brave New
Waorld. A noted unbeliever, Thomas Huxley used the term “agnostic” to describe his
attitude to theism. Huxley applied Darwin’s ideas to humans, using paleontology
and comparative anatomy as purported evidence that humans and apes shared a
common ancestry. Huxley’s legendary retort, that he would rather be descended
from an ape than a man who misused his gifts, came to symbolize the supposed
triumph of science over religion.*®

For about thirty years Huxley was not only evolution’s most influential
proponent, but has been described as “the premier advocate of science in the
nineteenth century [for] the whole English-speaking world™ The day that
lobbying accorded Darwin Britain’s highest scientific honor, the Royal Society’s
Copley Medal, on November 3, 1864, Huxley held the first meeting of what became
the influential X Club, to which Herbert Spencer also belonged. The X Club was
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devoted to natural history and naturalism, the idea that only natural laws and forces,
as opposed to supernatural or spiritual ones, operate in the world.*®

After 1886, dinners took place at the Athenaeum Club, a private members’
club in London, founded in 1824. It has had many well known members, including
H.H. Asquith, Winston Churchill, Joseph Conrad, Lord Curzon, Charles Darwin,
Charles Dickens, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, T.S. Eliot, Michael Faraday, Alec
Guinness, Rudyard Kipling, Kim Philby, Lord Palmerston, Cecil Rhodes, Isaac
D’Israeli the father of British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli, Herbert Spencer,
Arnold J. Toynbee and W. B. Yeats,

The X Club, which was ostensibly founded to protect “science, pure and free,
untrammelled by religious dogmas,™’
who began to critique the sanctity of the Christian religion. The men of the X
Club felt that dissension and the “jealousies of theological sects” within learned
societies were damaging, and attempted to limit the contributions of Christianity
to the British Association for the Advancement of Science, a society in which they
wete all members.*® Between the time of its inception in 1864 and its termination
in 1893, the X club and its members gained much prominence within the scientific
community, carrying much influence over scientific thought, largely by granting
cach other awards from the Royal Society. According to Ruth Burton, “...they were
representatives of expert professional science to the end of the century, becoming
leading advisors to government and leading publicists for the benefits of science;
they became influential in scientific politics, forming interlocking directorships
on the councils of many scientific societies”™ According to Huxley, however, the
fact that all the members of the club gained distinction within science was purely
coincidental. *2

However, historian Frank M. Turner has indicated that the so-called
“conflict between science and religion” should be understood as a power conflict
between an emerging professional class of scientists, represented by the X Club,
against the religious establishment.” As explained by Barton, “They wete not
merely aiming to establish science as one profession among others; rather, they
were challenging the profession that had the unique role of cultural leadership,
educating the public mind, guiding public morals, and legitimating the social
order.”** James Moore and Adrian Desmond, drawing on Robert Young, add an
additional radical political angle to Turner’s analysis. They argued, “that scientific
professionals were aligned with the economic and political interests of dissenting
manufacturers and that when extending their expertise to human nature and
human society the new men of science produced a naturalistic ‘theodicy’ that
legitimated the emerging industrial social order.” >

came to the defense of liberal theologians

Ubermensch

While it was Darwin’s theory of evolution which dealt the devastating blow to the
belief in a divine origin behind the creation of the universe, the full intellectual
consequence of the proposition was only fully articulated by Friedrich Nietzsche
whose philosophy, according to his noted biographer R.J. Hollingdale, arose directly
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from his interpretation of Darwin.*® In the end, the various outlooks produced

from a Luciferian doctrine, including nihilism, anarchism and social Darwinism,
when interpreted in a political dimension, are translated into fascism, from being
combined with the “God is Dead” existentialism of Nietzsche, whose mutual friend
with Bakunin was his idol, Richard Wagner.

Despite continuing attempts to absolve him of the guilt, Nietzsche was the
godfather of modern fascism. Through an uncompromising rejection of the
existence of God, Nietzsche incepted a tradition of nihilism that would come
to define most twentieth century philosophy, particularly existentialism, post-
modernism, and post-structuralism. Novelist Thomas Mann, playwright George
Bernard Shaw, journalist H I. Mencken, and philosophers Martin Heidegger, Karl
Jaspers, Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault, Leo
Strauss and Francis Fukuyama, to name only a few, all acknowledged Nietzsche
as a major inspiration for their work. As neoconservative philosopher Fukuyama
fawningly described:

Whether we acknowledge it or not, we continue to live within the intellectual
shadow cast by Nietzsche. Postmodernism, deconstructionism, cultural
relativism, the “free spirit” scorning bourgeois morality, even New Age
festivals like Burning Man can all ultimately be traced to him. There is a
line running from “Beyond Good and Evil” to Justice Anthony Kennedy’s
assertion (in Planned Parenthood v. Casey) that liberty is “the right to define
one’s own concept of existence, of meaning, of the universe and of the
mystery of human life.””’

While his critics argued that Nietzsche’s disturbed ideas were a reflection of his
mental illness, as explains Steven E. Aschheim in The Nietzsche Legacy in Germany,
1890-1990, the pro-Nietzscheans, “sought instead to endow Nietzsche’s madness
with a positively spiritual quality. The prophet had been driven crazy by the clarity
of his vision and the incomprehension of a society not yet able to understand it..””*®
“How do we know,” wrote Isadora Duncan in 1917, “that what seems to us insanity
was not a vision of transcendental truth?”* The French intellectual Georges Bataille
(1897 — 1962) reminded his readers of a proverb by William Blake, “that had others

not gone mad, we should be so™

Madness cannot be cast out of the human generality, for its completion
requires the madman. Nietzsche’s going mad—in our stead—thus rendered
that generality possibly; and those who had previously lost their reason had
not done it as brilliantly.*

According to Nietzsche, there are two forms of nihilism, good nihilism and bad
nihilism. To Nietzsche, the logical conclusion of the absence of meaning, if there
is no God, is a thought too frightening to bear for most. Therefore, Christianity
had been a useful antidote against a primal form of nihilism. At the very beginning
of human civilization, says Nietzsche, the physically stronger and more intelligent
minority became the rulers over the majority. Morality was developed by these
primordial rulers as a means of social control. Good was what they desired of
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people, while bad was what they wished to suppress. According to Nietzsche,
therefore, Christianity is a Jewish plot devised from the false morality of tyrannical
priests. However, the element of truthfulness inherent in Christianity was also its
undoing, because in its push for truth it eventually discovers itself to be an untruth.
Thus, according to Nietzsche, we have outgrown Christianity “not because we lived
too far from it, rather because we lived too close.”

As such, Nietzsche states that the dissolution of Christianity leads again to
nihilism, but one that does not stop after the destruction of all values and succumbs
to the ensuing absence of meaning. This is why Nietzsche states that nihilism as
“absolute valuelessness” or “nothing has meaning” is “the danger of dangers.”®
Such a negative form of nihilism would lead to an existence of apathy, where
positive actions would be replaced by a state of reaction and destruction. This is
the prophecy of der letzte Mensch, “the last man,” the most despicable man, devoid
of values, incapable of self-realization through creation of his own good and evil,
devoid of any “Will to Power.”

According to Nietzsche, it is only when base nihilism is overcome that a culture
can have a true foundation upon which to thrive. The desirable alternative is instead
an “active” nihilism, which destroys to make way for something new. Nietzsche,
therefore, touts a morality that is strong or healthy, meaning that the person who
creates it is aware that he constructs it himself, which he distinguishes from weak
morality, where the interpretation is projected on to something external. Each man
makes his own values, makes his own concept of good and evil, based upon his own
physical and intellectual strength.

Nietzsche’s revolutionary New Man of the future, the Ubermensch or
“Superman,” must strip away all values of conventional weak morality, including
equality, justice and humility. We must have an Ummwertung aller Werte, the “revaluation
of all values.” The man of the future must be a beast of prey, an “artist of violence”
creating new myths, new states based upon the essence of human nature, which
Nietzsche identifies as Wille zur Macht, the “Will to Power” being a “a will to war
and domination.” What Nietzsche prescribes then is a return to the pre-Christian
past, before Jewish monotheism, even before Socrates and Plato who demonstrated
that there must be a self-subsisting Good which is connected to the evolution of
the universe. Modern man must “eternally return” to the earliest strata of human
intellectual life, when man was just starting to construct his own god-myths.

In The Will to Power, Nietzsche emphasized the role of an internal force for
superhuman development. He wrote that “the herd” strives for security by creating
morality and rules, whereas the supermen have an internal vital force that drives
them to go beyond the herd. That force necessitates and drives them to lie to the herd
in otder to remain independent and free from the “herd mentality.”** According to
Nietzsche, inherited democratic ideals are derived from the false egalitarianism and
slave-morality of Christianity. All political history is characterized as a struggle of
two wills to power. Aristocratic and elitist will to power is the will to life, which is
contrasted by the will to death, to nothing, of the weak. High culture is aristocratic,
while the dominance of the “crowd” leads to decadence. Ressentiment (resentment)
is an impulse to blame others for one’s condition, and which has motivated the
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weak to seize power from the strong. For Nietzsche, the new philosophy of the
weak (or ressentiment) is called democracy, which developed itself in the nation-
states, transforming every human being, into “a pygmy of equal rights.”

There is actually nothing new about fascism. Though it has been given a veneer
of sophistication by disguising it in philosophical jargon, fascism is just barbarity,
and the absence and denial of humane qualities. It is found in any culture that
celebrates martial prowess as the virtue above all others, like ancient Sparta,
the Vikings or the Mongols. To war is in a man’s nature. In truth, however, a
man’s natural propensity is to defend. And protect. Man achieves an enlightened
understanding of his nature only when he recognizes that true courage is to risk his
life for the oppressed, the downtrodden, the weak and the underprivileged. Because
of the pessimism of nihilism and its denial of the responsibility for social justice, in
fascism the warrior instinct leads to the veneration of war for war’s sake.

In fascism, the only true value is the pursuit of one’s own gain over that of others,
what Nietzsche called “Triumph of the Will.” All concern for others is deemed as
weakness. Rather, through the influence of Social Darwinism, the weak are viewed
as expendable, as threatening the evolution of the whole. Therefore, the pursuit of
mastery over others through war and violence is perceived as exemplifying courage.
Ruthlessness becomes virtue. Thus, fascism is the most crass form of machismo,
equating belligerent military aggression as the utmost masculine quality, while
charity and compassion are derided as feminine.

For fascism, society’s goal is the creation of the true nihilist, the Nietzschean
Ubermensch, the Superman, who is resigned to the impossibility of other-worldly
ideals. And, given the natural inequality that ensues, democracy and all collectivist
principles are considered absurdities. Only those who have demonstrated their
superiority are entitled to rule. Finally, the ultimate glory is a state of well-disciplined
soldiers who show absolute total obedience to a grand imperial project of “total
war,” guided by the elites as their guardians, who are almost worshipped as gods.

Nietzsche finally suffered total mental collapse in 1889. As the story goes, he
was taken away by two policemen following an altercation after he witnessed the
flogging of a horse at the other end of the Piazza Carlo Alberto in Turin. In a last
but desperate and misplaced expression of compassion, contradicting all his former
pessimism, Nietzsche ran to the horse, threw his arms up around its neck to protect
it, and then collapsed to the ground.®* Within a week, Nietzsche’s family brought
him back to Basel, where he was hospitalized and diagnosed with the syphilis. The
Nietzsche scholar Joachim Ké&hler has attempted to explain Nietzsche’s life history
and philosophy by claiming that Nietzsche was a homosexual, and he argues that
his affliction with syphilis, which is “usually considered to be the product of his
encounter with a prostitute in a brothel in Cologne or Leipzig, is equally likely, it is
now held, to have been contracted in a male brothel in Genoa.”®®



6. Occult Revival

Spiritism

With the advent of Darwinism, which was perceived as having finally discredited
religion, any belief in the “divine” was henceforth considered unscientific, and
therefore “irrational” This strict empiricism, which confined human knowledge
to the known and to what could be demonstrated by the current definitions of the
scientific method, was evidently excessive and dogmatic. It is in this way that the
Hegelian Dialectic served to pit secular science against religious fundamentalism,
in order to open the way instead for the acceptance of alternative “spirituality,”
in other words, what came to be called the “New Age,” founded on the occult
teachings of the Kabbalah.

The New Age has its antecedents in the ancient traditions of East Asian
religions, Gnosticism and Hermeticism, transmitted largely through the Occult
Revival of the late nineteenth century. As described by Nevill Drury in The New Age:
Searching for the Spiritual Self, there are four key precursors of the New Age, who had
set the way for many of its widely held precepts.! They were Emanuel Swedenborg,
Franz Mesmer (1734 — 1815), Helena P. Blavatsky (1831 — 1891), one of the founders
of the Theosophical Society, which itself combined a number of elements from
Eastern religions like Hinduism and Buddhism with Western elements, and George
1. Gurdjieff (c. 1866 — 1949).

The foundation of the spiritualist practices of the Occult Revival were set
by Swedenborg and his communication with “angels” and “spirits.” Another key
influence was Franz Anton Mesmer (1734 — 1815), a German Freemason and
physician, who became widely popular for artificially inducing trance-like states,
where subjects tended to report time travel and spirit contacts. With an interest
in astronomy, Mesmer theorized that there was a natural energetic transference
that occurred between all things, which he called “animal magnetism,” a magnetic
fluid in the body which was supposed to connect humanity, the earth and the stars.
Mesmer’s name is the root of the English verb “mesmerize.”

The Occult Revival represented a reaction to the secularizing trends that
preceded it, and was an attempt to reaffirm the “spiritual” aspects of the universe.
However, the interests of the Occult Revival confused spiritualism with spiritism.
In effect, the Occult Revival introduced the modern misconception of a distinction
between spirit and matter. Since God is a conscious non-physical entity, therefore
discarnate entities were also considered be of “spirit.”” And, since the defining
attribute of God is an ability to perform miracles, all phenomena that aren’t
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explicable through the known laws of physics are then also mistakenly interpreted
to be “supernatural.”

The denizens of the Occult Revival were able to present themselves as an
enlightened response to the strict secularism of academia, and as courageously
probing the limits of known reality. Although explicitly prohibited in the Bible,
communion with spirits was rebranded as exploration of the “supernatural,”
unnecessarily condemned by the Christian Church for some bigotry or other. Séances
then became the vogue in Europe where mediums were in demand to entertain
guests with physical and mental phenomena at private parties. The fad was brought
to England by Mrs. Hayden, whose séances were attended by Edward Bulwer-Lytton,
the pre-eminent personality of the Occult Revival. Bulwer-Lytton was a close friend
of Chatles Dickens, William Godwin and Eliphas Lévi, to whom the founding of
the Occult Revival is attributed. Eliphas Lévi (1810 — 1875), whose real name was
Alphonse Louis Constant, was profoundly influenced by the Sabbatean Jozef Maria
Hoene-Wronski. Levi was also heavily influenced by a leading French Martinist and
astrologet, Fabre d’Olivet, who had been hired by Napoleon as one of his advisors.?
His publication of Doctrine and Ritual of High Magic would influence every occultist
that followed, as well as novelists like Victor Hugo.

It was Lévi who created the popular depiction of the “Baphomet”, the idol
worshipped by the Templars. He described it as “The Sabbatic Goat,” inherited
from the versions of the devil said to have been worshipped by medieval witches.
He depicted the idol as a winged androgynous figure with parts of a male and
female, but with the head of a goat, and a torch on its head between its horns. As
Levi confessed:

Let us declare for the edification of the vulgar . . . and for the greater glory
of the Church which has persecuted the Templars, burned the magicians
and excommunicated the Free-Masons, etc., let us say boldly and loudly,
that all the initiates of the occult sciences . . . have adored, do and will
always adore that which is signified by this frightful symbol. Yes, in our
profound conviction, the Grand Masters of the Order of the Templars
adored Baphomet and caused him to be adored by their initiates.?

According to Joscelyn Godwin, “...as far as esotericism in Victorian Britain is
concerned, there is no more important literary work than Zanoni, and... no more
important figure than Bulwet-Lytton.” As a young man Wagner was influenced by
Bulwer-Lytton’s occult novels on which his first successful opera Rienzi was based.
Bulwer-Lytton penned a Rosicrucian and Martinist-themed novel named Zanoni,
and The Coming Race or Vril: The Power of the Coming Race (1871), which contributed to
the birth of the science fiction genre, and was highly influential in occult circles and
on the racial theories of the Nazis.

Especially influential was Bulwer-Lytton’s The Coming Race, a science-fiction
account of a superior subterranean master race. The novel centers on a young man
who accidentally finds his way into an underground world occupied by beings who
call themselves Vril-ya, descendants of a pre-Flood civilization. They make use of a
force called “Vril” which they are able to master through training of their will, to a
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degree which depends upon their hereditary constitution. The narrator states that
in time, the Vril-ya will run out of habitable spaces underground and start claiming
the surface of the Earth, destroying mankind in the process if necessary.

Also according to Godwin, the Occult Revival begins with the formation of
a very small group within the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia (SRIA), recognizable by
their use of the swastika, which they identified with the red cross of the Rosicrucians.
Bulwer-Lytton was “Great Patron” of the SRIA, though he publicly disavowed any
association with the order. Instead he claimed that, unlike the various pretenders
of his time, he possessed the “cipher sign of the ‘Initiate’,” and declared that the
“Rosicrucian Brotherhood” still existed, only not under any name recognizable by
the uninitiated.” What he was referencing to was the survival of the Asiatic Brethren,
many of whom had become initiates of a Jewish Masonic lodge in Germany called
LAurore Naissante, or “the Nascent Dawn,” founded in Frankfurt-on-Main in 1807.
The Asiatic Brethren, or Fratres Lucis, were derived from the German Otrder of the
Golden and Rosy Cross (Gold- und Rosenkrenz), from which much of the hierarchical

structure was used in the SRIA.¢
Ascended Masters

The Russian mystic Helena P. Blavatsky is considered the “god-mother” of the
twentieth century New Age movement. Blavatsky was born in the Ukraine to
Russian nobility. Endowed with extrasensory abilities, she traveled the world in
search of occult teachings and spent many years on the Indian subcontinent. After
writing monumental works such as Isis Unveiled, and The Secret Doctrine, considered
the “bibles” of Freemasonry, the Theosophical Society was formed in 1875, to
spread her teachings wotldwide.” The Theosophical Society quickly gained wide
popularity. Albert Pike was a member for a short time. The poet W. B. Yeats, artists
Wassily Kandinsky and Piet Mondrian, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and inventor
Thomas Edison, were all devoted members.

Blavatsky’s philosophy was based on the purported existence of a “Great White
Brotherhood,” a secret organization of enlightened mystics, guiding the spiritual
development of the human race. Theidea was pioneered in the late eighteenth century
by Karl von Eckartshausen (1752 — 1803), a Bavarian philosopher and member
of Weishaupt’s Illuminati, in his book The Cloud upon the Sanctuary. Eckartshausen
also corresponded extensively with Saint Martin, who greatly admired him.
Eckartshausen was also one of the recommended authors for Illuminati initiates.®
Eckartshausen referred to a group of mystics, who remained active after their
physical deaths on earth, as the Council of Light.” According to Joscelyn Godwin,
Eckartshausen drew partially on Christian ideas such as the Communion of the
Saints, and partially on ideas about secret societies of enlightened, mystical adepts
typified by the Rosicrucians and the Illuminati.”

Influential on the early development of the tradition were the Mabatma Letters,
which began publication in 1881 with information purportedly revealed by “Koot
Hoomi” to Alfred P. Sinnett, a member of Blavatsky’s Theosophical Society.
Through Sinnett, Koot Hoomi revealed that high-ranking members of mystic
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organizations in India and Tibet were able to maintain regular telepathic contact
with one another."! Known as “Ascended Masters,” Blavatsky claimed that she had
made physical contact with these adepts’ earthly representatives in Tibet, and that
she continued to receive teachings from them through psychic channels, through
her abilities of spirit mediumship.’* The most famous ones, in addition to Koot
Hoomi, all supposedly residents of Shigatse in Tibet, were Morya, Tuitit Bey, Serapis
Bey, and Hilarion, who purportedly belonged to the “Brotherhood of Luxor.”

According to historian K. Paul Johnson, one of Blavatsky’s ascended masters
would have been Jamal ud Din al Afghani, who was a purported leader of a
similarly named order, the Hermetic Brotherhood of Luxor (HBofL). While also
acting as Grand Master of the Freemasons of Egypt, Afghani was simultaneously
the founder of the notorious “Salafi” fundamentalist tradition of Islam, of which
the Muslim Brotherhood and ISIS, currently ravaging parts of Syria and Iraq, are
an outgrowth. However, Afghani was also an acting British agent, whose handlers
were Britain’s leading Orientalists, Wilfred Scawen Blunt and Edward G. Browne.
Blunt was a friend of Winston Churchill, and his wife was Lady Anne, a grand-
daughter of poet Lord Byron.

Afghani was connected to Abdul Qadir al Jazairi (1808 — 1883), around whom
British efforts to collaborate with Middle Eastern Masons were focused. Abdul
Qadir was an Algerian Islamic scholar, Sufi and military leader and Freemason who
eventually settled in Damascus under a pension from the French."> Abdul Qadir was
also friends with Jane Digby and Sir Richard Burton, the famous British explorer,
spy and fellow Freemason, who had been made consul in Damascus in 1869. Digby,
ot Lady Ellenborough (1807-1881), was an English aristocrat who lived a scandalous
life of romantic adventures, having had four husbands and many lovers. She died
in Damascus, Syria as the wife of Arab Sheikh Medjuel al Mezrab, who was twenty
years younger than her, and who belonged to the Aniza tribe of Syria. That is the
same tribe the Saudis belong to, and to which occult author Idries Shah attributes the
origin of European witchcraft."

Blavatsky was also a member of the Carbonari, having allied herself with
Mazziniaround 1856." After she published Isis Unveild, she was conferted a Masonic
initiation in 1878 by John Yarker, another founding member of the SRIA, who
was friends with both Blavatsky and Garibaldi. Yarker seems to have had a hand
in the founding of the Theosophical Society, whose leading members were also
members of Memphis-Misraim, which was headed by Garibaldi. In 1881, General
Giuseppe Garibaldi prepared to fuse the Rites of Misraim and of Memphis, which
succeeded the Illuminati front of the Philadelphes.' Its popularization was greatly
increased owing to the works of John Yarker, who became Deputy Grand Master,
having been handed to him by Marconis de Negre.

In Paris, Yarker met Paschal Beverly Randolph, an American mulatto and
occultist who in the late 1840s travelled through Europe and came into contact
with Kenneth Mackenzie, Edward Bulwer-Lytton, Richard James Morrison,
Eliphas Léviand Hargrave Jennings. In 1850, he was in Germany and was admitted
to the Fraternitas Rosae Crucis at Frankfurt-on-Main—presumably referring to the
Nascent Dawn—and supposedly became Supreme Grand Master of the Western
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World. In France, Randolph collaborated with Eliphas Lévi in organizing the
Fraternitas Rosae Crucis, which was referred to in Britain as the Fratres Lucis.

According to his own account, in 1846, Randolph became Supreme Hierarch
of the Brotherhood of Eulis, created to communicate these mysteries, and which
claimed descent from the Rosicrucian Order, by charter of the “Supreme Grand
Lodge of France.” It taught spiritual healing, western occultism and forms of sex
magic, inherited from the strange practices of the Sabbateans."” The Brotherhood
of Eulis became a Circle within the Brotherhood of Luxor (HBofL) that was later
reborn as the Hermitic Brotherhood of Light, which claimed to be a survival of
the Fratres Lucis (“Brothers of Light”)."®

In England and Europe, Francois Dumas (son of author Alexandre Dumas),
Eliphas Lévi, Kenneth Mackenzie, and Hargrave Jennings were all considered
students of Randoph’s teachings. The German historian, Karl R. H. Frick, suggests
that President Lincoln, General A. H. Hitchcock, and other notable Americans
were membets of the Brotherhood of Eulis, or the Hermetic Brotherhood of
Luxort, during the period embracing the Civil war."”

The HBofL became the key organization behind the rise of the Occult Revival.
When the order became public in 1844, many of its members simultaneously
belonged to the Theosophical Society. Blavatsky was also instructed in occultism
by the supposed leader of the HBofL, who went by the name of Aia Aziz, also
known as Max Theon. Theon was the son of the last leader of the Frankist sect,
Rabbi Bimstein of Warsaw. Theon recruited Scottish Freemason Peter Davidson
to join him in administering the HBofL, and together they adapted Randolph’s
The Mysteries of Eros and Eulis!, placing more emphasis on practical sex magic in the
Brotherhood’s curriculum.

Studyingunder Theonwas Carl Kellner,anassociate of noted occultist Theodor
Reuss, who succeeded John Yarker as Grand Master of Memphis-Misraim. Reuss
worked under Richard Wagner, taking part in the first performance of Wagner’s
occult-inspired opera Parsifal at Bayreuth in 1882. In 1880 in Munich, Reuss had
participated in an attempt to revive Weishaupt’s Order of Illuminati. In England
in 1885, he became friends with William Wynn Westcott, the Supreme Magus of
the SRIA and one of the founders of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn.
Named in reference to the Golden and Rosy Cross and the Nascent Dawn, the
order was known simply as the Golden Dawn, and claimed to be a continuation
of the Kabbalistic school of Rabbi Samuel Falk®*® The order, founded in 1888,
was inspired by the teachings of Blavatsky, and practiced theurgy and spiritual
development. The two other founders were William Robert Woodman and
MacGregor Mathers, who were Freemasons and also members of SRIA.

“Thus,” explains historian Joscelyn Godwin in The Theosophical Enlightenment,
“we come back again to that offshoot of the Asiatic Brethren and the Fratres
Lucis of the early nineteenth century, in which Bulwer-Lytton is said to have been
initiated.”* The “Golden Dawn” was governed by the “Sectret Chiefs,” who wete
said to direct the activities of the order through spirit communication. The Secret
Chiefs were related to both those of the Strict Observance and the “Ascended
Masters” of Blavatsky. The Golden Dawn was led at the time by McGreggor
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Mathers, who traced the spiritual ancestry of the order to the Rosicrucians, and
from there, through to the Kabbalah and to ancient Egypt, where Hermeticism
was falsely believed to have originated. Mathers later married Moina Bergson,
sister of the famous philosopher, Henri Bergson.

Ordo Templi Orientis

Kellner regarded sex magic, which was inherited from Sabbateanism through
Randolph and the Hermetic Brotherhood of Light, as the “...the key to all the
secrets of the Universe and to all the symbolism ever used by secret societies and
religions.”?* As a consequence, in 1895, Kellner began discussing with Reuss the
formation of an Academia Masonica, which was eventually called Ordo Templi
Orientis (Oriental Templar Otrder). The occult inner circle of this order (OTO)
would be organized parallel to the highest degrees of the Rite of Memphis-Misraim
and would teach the esoteric Rosicrucian doctrines of the Hermetic Brotherhood
of Light, and Kellner’s “key” to Masonic symbolism.

In 1901 Kellner was provided with a charter designating him Special Inspector
for the Martinist Order in Germany by Papus, whose real name was Gérard
Encausse. As a young man, Encausse studied Kabbalah, Tarot, magic, alchemy,
and the writings of Eliphas Lévi. He later joined the French Theosophical Society
of Madame Blavatsky and was also a member of the Hermetic Brotherhood of
Luxor and the Golden Dawn. In 1891, Encausse claimed to have come into the
possession of the original papers of Martinez de Pasquales, and therefore founded
the modern Otrder of Martinists, called /’Ordre des Supérienrs Inconnus (Order of the
Unknown Superiors).

When Carl Kellner died in 1905, the leadership of the Academia Masonica
of OTO fell on Reuss’ shoulders, and he incorporated all his other organizations
under its banner. Westcott had provided Reuss with a charter in 1901 for the
Swedenborgian Rite of Masonry and a letter of authorization in 1902 to found a
High Council in Germania of the SRIA. Westcott assisted Reuss in contacting
the English Masonic scholar, John Yarker, and along with his associates Franz
Hartmann and Henry Klein, he activated the Rites of Memphis and Misraim and a
branch of the Scottish Rite in Germany with charters from Yarker. Reuss received
letters-patent as a Sovereign Grand Inspector General 33° of the Cernau Scottish
Rite from Yarker in 1902.

Reuss promulgated a constitution for this new, enlarged OTO in 1906 in London
and proclaimed himself Outer Head of the Order. Reuss also issued a warrant to
Rudolf Steiner, an Austrian occultist, who gained initial recognition at the end of the
nineteenth century as a literary critic and published philosophical works including The
Philosophy of Freedom. Steiner was the Secretary General of the German branch of the
Theosophical Society under Blavatsky’s successor Annie Besant, and was heading a
western style lodge of Memphis and Misraim, to run a Chapter and Grand Council of
a subordinate OTO/Memphis/Misraim called Mystica Aeterna.

After parting with the Theosophical Society, he founded a spiritual movement,
anthroposophy, with roots in German idealist philosophy and theosophy. Other
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influences include Goethean science and Rosicrucianism. Steiner, who in 1895 had
written one of the first books praising Nietzsche, visited him when he was in his
sister Elisabeth’s care in 1897. Elisabeth even employed Steiner as a tutor to help her
to understand her brothet’s philosophy.? Refertring to Nietzsche’s mental illness,
Steiner said, “In inner perception I saw Nietzsche’s soul as if hovering over his
head, infinitely beautiful in its spirit-light, surrendered to the spiritual worlds it had
longed for so much.”*

On June 24, 1908, Reuss attended Encausse’s “International Masonic and
Spiritualist Conference” in Paris. At this conference, Reuss elevated Papus as X°
of the OTO. Reciprocally, Papus assisted Reuss in the formation of the OTO’s
Gnostic Catholic Church, based on Aleister Crowley’s Book of the Law. Aleister
Crowley (1875 — 1947) is the notorious godfather of twentieth century Satanism,
once referred to by the British Press as, “the wickedest man in the world.” Reuss
met Crowley in 1910, who after being initiated into the OTO rose to become the
leader of its British branch, called Mysteria Mystica Maxima.

Crowley was born to a wealthy family which belonged to the Plymouth Brethren,
successors of the Moravian Brethren of Count Zinzendorf.” After reading Arthur
Edward Waite’s Book of Black Magic and of Pacts, which hinted at the existence of a
secret group of initiates who dispense truth and wisdom to the worthy,* a young
Aleister Crowley wrote Waite and was directed to read von Eckartshausen’s book.
Crowley’s search for this secret wisdom eventually led him to become a neophyte
in the Golden Dawn, which purported to be the visible and earthly outer order of
the Great White Brotherhood.?’

Crowley was convinced that he was the reincarnation of Eliphas Lévi, who
died the year Crowley was born. Levi’s version of the Templars’ Baphomet would
become an important figure in Crowley’s cosmology, with Crowley proposing that
the idol was derived from “Father Mithras.” Baphomet also features in the Creed
of the Gnostic Catholic Church, recited by the congregation in The Gnostic Mass,
in the sentence: “And I believe in the Serpent and the Lion, Mystery of Mystery, in
His name BAPHOMET.”* Accotding to Crowley:

The Devil does not exist. It is a false name invented by the Black Brothers to
imply a Unity in their ignorant muddle of dispersions. A devil who had unity
would be a God... “The Devil’ is, historically, the God of any people that one
personally dislikes... This serpent, SATAN, is not the enemy of Man, but
He who made Gods of our race, knowing Good and Evil; He bade ‘Know
Thyself!” and taught Initiation. He is “The Devil’ of the Book of Thoth,
and His emblem is BAPHOMET, the Androgyne who is the hieroglyph of
arcane petfection... He is therefore Life, and Love. But moreover his letter
is ayin, the Eye, so that he is Light; and bis Zodiacal image is Capricornus, that leaping
goat whose attribute is Liberty.”

Moving to Boleskine House by Loch Ness in Scotland, Crowley travelled to
Mexico and then India to study Hindu and Buddhist practices. He married Rose
Edith Kelly and they honeymooned in Cairo, Egypt in 1904. There, Crowley
claimed to have made contact with a discarnate entity named Aiwass who dictated
what came to be his Book of the Law. He regarded the being as one of the Secret
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Chiefs of the Golden Dawn, and which he said could be equated with the Christian
idea of the Devil.”” The book proclaimed the new Acon of Horus, an eta of “force
and fire,” global wars and universal bloodshed, which had superseded the obsolete
Christian religion.

The Book of the Law would come to be the basis of his new philosophy of
Thelema. Crowley wrote in The Antecedents of Thelema that Rabelais not only set forth
the law of Thelema in a way similar to how Crowley understood it but predicted
and described in The Book of the Law. In the Gnostic Catholic Church, Rabelais is
included among its saints, along with others such as Virgil, Catullus, Algernon x,
and William Blake.

Thelema roughly means “will” in Greek. Aside from Rabelais, Crowley was
also inspired by Nietzsche. Crowley made Nietzsche a saint in the Gnostic Catholic
Church and wrote in Magick Withont Tears that “Nietzsche may be regarded as one of
our prophets...” Crowley also wrote his own “Vindication of Nietzsche.” The Book
of the Law declared that its followers should adhere to the code of “Do what thou
wilt” and seck to align themselves with their “True Will” through the practice of
magick. Magick, in the context of Crowley’s Thelema, is a term used to differentiate
the occult from stage magic and is defined as “the Science and Art of causing
Change to occur in conformity with Will.” Explaining his interpretation of magick,
Crowley wrote that “it is theoretically possible to cause in any object any change of
which that object is capable by nature.”

Crowley applies a Nietzschean interpretation to his dictum of “Do What Thou
Wilt,” where in the Acon of Horus the strong, who have realized their true will, will
rule over the slaves whose weakness has brought about their self-enslavement. In it,
we find the seeds of a fascist occult ideology:

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law... Come forth, o childtren
under the stars and take your fill of love... These are the dead, these fellows;
they feel not... the lords of the earth are our kinfolk... We have nothing
with the outcast and unfit: let them die in their misery... Compassion is the
vice of kings: stamp down the wretched & the weak: this is the law of the
wrong... lust, enjoy all things of sense and rapture... Pity not the fallen...
strike hard and low, and to hell with them... be strong, then canst thou
bear more joy. I am a god of War and of Vengeance... smite the peoples
and none shall stand before you... Conquer! That is enough... Worship me
with fire & blood; worship me with swords & with spears... let blood flow
to my name. Trample down the heathen... I will give you of their flesh to
eatl... damn them who pity. Kill and torture... I am the warrior Lord... I
will bring you to victory and joy... ye shall delight to slay.””

In 1909, the OTO considered itself to be a “close ally” of the A.".A."., both
otganisations having accepted the authority of the Book of the Law.” In 1907,
Crowley had reconstituted the A.".A."., or Argentinm Astrum, meaning “Silver Star,”
and referring to Sirius, which in Freemasonry is known as the “Blazing Star.” The
classic account of A.".A."., who have supposedly to have been present in all societies

and epochs, although not necessarily under that name, is Von Eckharthausen’s The
Clound Upon the Sanctuary, re-issued by the A.".A.". as Liber XXXIII. The A" A"
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claimed authority from Aiwass and other “Secret Chiefs” of the planetary spiritual
order following the collapse of the Golden Dawn at the turn of the twentieth
century.?” Its initiations are syncretic, unifying the essence of Theravada Buddhism
with Vedantic yoga and ceremonial magic. The A.".A.". secks spiritual attainment
under the structure of the Kabbalistic “Tree of Life,” and teaches what it calls
“scientific illuminism.”

According to Liber LI: Manifesto of the OTO, created sometime between 1912 and
1919, and published in Reuss” Masonic journal The Oriflanme, the OTO “...embodies
the whole of the secret knowledge of all Oriental Orders; and its chiefs are initiates
of the highest rank, and recognized as such by all capable of such recognition in
every country in the world.” The OTO claims to be a body of initiates in whom are
concentrated the wisdom and the knowledge of the Templars, the Hospitallers, the
Knights of Malta, the Illuminati, the Hermetic Brotherhood of Luxor, Scottish Rite
Freemasonry, the Rites of Memphis and Misraim, Swedenborgian Freemasonry and
the Martinists, among others. “The dispersion of the original secret wisdom having
led to confusion,” Liber LIl explains, “it was determined by the Chiefs of all these
Otrders to recombine and centralize their activities, even as white light, divided in
a prism, may be recomposed.”

The OTO developed a system of nine degrees, the first six of which were more
conventional Masonic initiations. The seventh, eight and ninth, however, focused
on the theory of sex magic and on the techniques of auto- and hetero-sexual magic.
Homosexual intercourse also appears to have played a central role in the rituals.”
Thus, Crowley declared, “That all orthodox religions are rubbish, and that the sole
true gods are the sun and his vice-regent, the penis.”*
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Aryan Race

No religion has served the cause of opening the way for the acceptance of New Age
philosophies more powerfully than Tibetan Buddhism. It was Blavatsky who helped
promote the Buddhist notion of Shambhala as the legendary home of the Aryan
race, whose heritage was found in the shamanism of Central Asia, particularly the
Altai Mountains. Although the Aryan race is typically associated with the Nazis,
the theory of its existence derives from scholarship of the late eighteenth century.
Although the theory was shaped by the legends of the occult, the purported Aryans
have since been branded with the less polemical “Indo-Europeans.” Nevertheless,
the traces of the occult influences on the theory are still evident, as they continue
to be profered as the progenitors of the white race, who suddenly emerged from the
area of the Caucasus in the second millennium BC.

Paradoxically, the myth of the Aryan race is rooted in the Jewish Kabbalah.
It was surmised in occult interpretations of history that the enigmatic story in the
Book of Genesis, of the “Sons of God” before the Flood, referred to the time of
Atlantis, when the devil and his legions descended to earth and interbred with
the female descendants of Cain. Following a Gnostic interpretation, the devil is
perceived as a Promethean figure, where he “liberated” humanity by teaching them
the rudiments of magic.! Known later as the Kabbalah, this “Ancient Wisdom” was
preserved by his offspring, the Aryans, who, following the Flood, or the sinking
of Atlantis, escaped to the Caucasus, from whence they penetrated to Central Asia,
which thus became the fount of the “Oriental Kabbalah.”

Although typically associated with a racist view of history of a strictly European
heritage, the Aryan race theories are also connected to the legend of the Lost
Tribes of Israel. In 721 BC, the northern Kingdom of Israel was conquered by
the Assyrians, after which the ten tribes who had been living there were dispersed
to land of the Medes, in Iran and Armenia. The Medes were descended from the
Colchians, in modern-day Georgia. Like the Jews of Palestine whom he referred to
as “Phoenicians,” Herodotus regarded the people of Colchis as deriving from an
“Egyptian colony.” He not only pointed to the Colchians’ “black skin and woolly
hair” but also their practice of circumcision as evidence.

Although the Ten Tribes are considered “Lost,” ancient Jewish sources situated
them in Southern Russia and Central Asia among the Scythians.? The Scythians
first appear in Assyrian annals as Ishkuzai, related to the modern term “Ashkenazi,”
from Ashkenaz, who accotding to the Bible was the son of Magog’s brother Gomert.?

73
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As related by Colin Gow in The Red Jews: Anti-Semitism in an Apocalyptic Age: 1200-
1600, the Lost Tribes who came to be known in Jewish lore of the Middle Ages as
“Red Jews,” were believed to reside in Central Asia, and were expected to come
forth to aid the Messiah in his conquest of the world.

According to Gow, the legend of the Red Jews was a conflation of three
separate traditions: the prophetic references to Gog and Magog, the Ten Lost Tribes
of Israel, and an episode from the Alexander Romance. In the Alexander Romance,
Alexander chases his enemies to a pass between two peaks in the Caucasus. With
the aid of God, Alexander and his men close the narrow pass in the Caucasus by
constructing a huge wall of steel, keeping the barbarous Gog and Magog from
pillaging the peaceful southern lands.

Kevin Alan Brook, among others, has speculated that the legend of the Red
Jews was actually based on vague memory of the Khazars, descendants of the
Scythians who converted to Judaism in the eighth century AD. Like their ancestors,
the Khazars were also described as blue-eyed and red-haired.* In the History of the
Nation of Archers, Armenian historian of the thirteenth century AD, Grigor Akner,
claimed the Khazars were detived from Edomites, descended from Esau whose
name was also Edom, meaning red because he was supposedly red-haired. Red hair
is commonly found in regions of Jewish or Central Asian ancestry, and of course is
found at its highest concentrations in Scotland.

The Scythians were the originators of the haplogroup R-M17, also known as
R1al, which is unique for its diversity and distribution. It is found in disparate
pockets of concentration in Poland, Northern India and the Altai Mountains of
northwestern Mongolia.> Rlal was found at elevated levels among a sample of
the Israeli population who self-designated themselves as Ashkenazi Jews, and is
possessed by about half of Ashkenazi Levites.® Particulatly high concentrations
are found among the Pashtuns of Afghanistan, who claim descent from both
Alexander the Great as well as the Lost Tribes of Israel.” R1al is also found at high
levels in the Orkney Islands in the north of Scotland. The name of Scotland was
originally intended to refer to the “land of the Scythians.””® The inhabitants of the
Orkney Islands are descended from Vikings who, like the Saxons, according to
various medieval legends, were in turn descended from Scythians who migrated to
northern Burope and Scandinavia. The idea that the Scots came from Scythia is
also found in most legendary accounts and also in unedited versions of the Ienerable
Bede of the eighth century and the Declaration of Arbroath of 1320.

These connections were asserted by the proponents of British-Israelism, a
sectarian religious movement which regarded the Anglo-Saxon people as the
descendants of the Lost Tribes of Israel. Although British-Israclism originated in
nineteenth-century England, it had its roots in the millenarians of the seventieth
century, such as John Sadler, a British Member of Parliament and private secretary
to Oliver Cromwell, as well as member of the Hartlib Circle and friend to Menasseh
Ben Israel. British Israelisim was also influenced by the so-called Pre-Adamite
hypothesis of Menasseh ben Israel’s co-conspirator Isaac La Peyrere. According
to this model, the Pre-Adamites were viewed as a race of inferior bestial creatures
apart from Adam, who was the first white man and son of God.
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The significance of the Scottish descent is connected with the claims of Scottish
Rite Freemasonry, which was purportedly founded by “Eastern Mystics” brought
there by the Templars. That heritage was supposedly preserved by the family of the
Sinclairs, hereditary Grand Masters of Freemasonry, who were Earls of Orkney
and the builders of the famous Rosslyn Chapel. Dan Brown, in his bestselling The
Da Vinei Code, repeating the claims of the controversial bestseller Holy Blood Holy
Grail, suggests that Mary Magdalene produced a secret line of descent through her
marriage to Jesus, which could be traced through their red hair. Brown follows the
trail of this lineage to the Sinclairs and Rosslyn Chapel, rumored to be the burial
site of the Holy Grail, being the remains of Mary Magdalene.

Thibetan Buddhism

In February 1879, Blavatsky and Olcott left for Bombay. In 1882, they founded
a headquarters of the Theosophical Society in Adyar, in the southern suburbs of
Madras, which still exists today. Once in India, Blavatsky became inspired to see
the East rather than Egypt as the source of ancient wisdom. But the real appeal of
Buddhism to occultists like Blavatsky was not the enlightenment teachings of the
Buddha himself, but the magical and occult trends found in the more eclectic brand
of the Buddhism of Tibet.

Blavatsky’s source for her knowledge of Shambhala was Csoma de Koéros
(1784-1842), a Hungarian orientalist from Transylvania. Csoma de Kérds was the
first to report of the legend of Shambhala in the West, which he located in “the land
of the Yugurs (Uighurs)” in Xinjiang, a province of Northwestern China. In an
1825 letter, Csoma de K61r6s wrote that Shambhala is like a Buddhist Jerusalem, and
he believed it would probably be found in Kazakhstan, close to the Gobi desert,
where it would later be situated by Blavatsky.” Others later would also locate it more
specifically either in Xinjiang, or the Altai Mountains. Thus the Altai Mountains
are the reputed source of the early form of spirit or “divine” communication known
as shamanism, regarded among occultists as the “Oriental Kabbalah,” a supposed
remnant of the migrations of Aryan survivors of Atlantis.

Csoma de Ko6r6s inspired the Hungarian Zionist named Arminius Vambery
(1832-1913), who developed the mission of Pan-Turkism, which became the basis
of an ambition furthered by the Dénmeh of Turkey to unite all Turkic people, most
of whom lived in the Central Asia then under Russian control, into a pan-Islamic
state. Vambery was professor of Oriental languages at the University of Budapest,
who had become an adviser to the Ottoman Sultan, and an agent of Britain’s Great
Game for control of Central Asia, secretly working for Lord Palmerston.'

Vambery also chronicled the strange vampire and other legends of the Balkans,
and knew author and Golden Dawn member Bram Stoker, to whom he acted as his
consultant on Transylvanian culture. Stoker’s Dracula was inspired by the vampire
novel Carmilla by Joseph Thomas Sheridan Le (1814 — 1873), an Irish writer of
Gothic tales and mystery novels inspired by Swedenborg. L.e Fanu was the leading
ghost-story writer of the nineteenth century and was central to the development of
the genre in the Victorian era. According to one occult historian, the model for le
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Fanu’s Carmillawas Barbara of Cilli, who assisted her husband Holy Roman Emperor
Sigismund in founding the Order of the Dragon in 1408, was a vampire who was
taught by Ibraham Eleazar, the keeper of the Sacred Magic of Abremalin the Mage."!
The book of Abremalin, which purported to contain a system of magic taught by an
Egyptian mage named Abramelin to Abraham of Worms, a Jewish Kabbalists in the
fourteenth century, regained popularity in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
due to the efforts of Golden Dawn founder MacGregor Mathers’ translation, and
later within the mystical system of Aleister Crowley’s Thelema.

In a preface to Dracula, Stoker confessed that, ““The strange and eerie tragedy
which is portrayed here is completely true, as far as all external circumstances are
concerned...”? Dracula was inspired by the serial killings of Jack the Ripper, which
implicated the famous actor Henry Irving, who served as Stoket’s inspiration for
the character Count Dracula.”? The first actor to be knighted, Irving ran the Lyceum
theatre where Stoker served as his business manager from 1878 to 1898. Irving had
also been initiated into the Jerusalem Lodge of Freemasonry, which included the
Prince of Wales, the son of Queen Victoria, later Edward VII King of England,
who had been installed as Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Masonic Order
in England in 1875. When it was discovered that the Prince of Wale’s son Prince
Albert Victor had an illegitimate child with Mary Jean Kelly, Kelly’s friends, who
numbered Jack the Ripper’s victims, attempted blackmail. Their executions were
carried out in what appeared to be ritual fashion by a group drawn from Irving’s
Masonic network, led by Lord Salisbury who was Prime Minister at the time of the
murders, and included Sir William Gull, Physicians-in-Ozrdinary to Queen Victotia,
and Lord Randolph Churchill."”

According to Blavatsky, the purest preservation of the Altai shamanistic
tradition was to be found in Tibetan Buddhism. As has been pointed out by a
number of authors, the version of Tibetan Buddhism marketed to the West is a much
sanitized one, modified to create the impression that it is the embodiment of all the
spiritual and moral principles humanity truly aspires to. This was accomplished,
according to Lydia Aran, by weeding out “a number of specifically Tibetan features,
especially the more esoteric and ritualistic ones.” The Dalai Lama and the leaders
of Tibetan Buddhism, she further explains,

...were abetted in this task by initiatives elsewhere in the 19th and 20th
centuries to “modernize” Buddhism by, for instance, dispensing with the
parts of its cosmology that were in conflict with Western scientific thought.
This kind of Buddhist modernism, unknown in Tibet, was adopted by the
Dalai Lama more or less simultaneously with his adoption of a philosophy
of nonviolence derived from Tolstoy, Gandhi, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
To this he eventually added the rhetoric of world peace, ecology, human
rights, and the rest of the amorphous agenda that informs the liberal
Western conscience.'®

Particularly for its extensive elements of shamanism, Tibetan Buddhism is
viewed in the occult as a repository of the “Ancient Wisdom” of the Aryan race, thus
explaining the enduring relationship between the Dalai Lamas and Nazism, including
the 14th and current Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso.”” The bizatre theories of Nazis were
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not a sudden anomaly, but were an extension of Sabbatean occult traditions, by way
of the a very small group within the SRIA headed by Edward Bulwer-Lytton, and
recognizable by their use of the swastika, which they identified with the red cross of
the Rosicrucians. The ideas of Bulwer-Lytton’s The Coming Race were then merged
with the theory of the Atlantean origins of the Aryan race developed by Blavatsky.
These ideas also borrowed from Ignatius L. Donnelly’s eatlier speculation of a lost
landmass that had once existed in the Atlantic that was the home of the Aryan race,
represented by the distribution of swastika motifs. It was Louis Jacolliot, in The Sons of
God, who linked Vril with the subterranean people of Thule, who he thought would
harness the power of Vril to become supermen and rule the world.

The notion of an “Oriental Kabbalah” began with Swedenborg, who had
gradually located the source of his sexual theories not among the Jews, but in Asia.
Swedenborg was fascinated with the “Shambhala” myth of Buddhism, and under
the cover of employment for the Swedish East India Company and his appointment
to the Swedish Court as Master Ironmaster and Miner, he had journeyed to India
and Central Asia, bringing back with him the sexual rites that went into his New
Jerusalem Society. Influenced by the Sabbateans and their sexual teachings,
Swedenborg had become intrigued by the similarity of Yogic Tantra techniques
of meditation to Kabbalistic ones. Swedenborg therefore argued that the Yogis of
Central Asia discovered the secrets of Kabbalism long before the Jews.

Swedenborg frequently recorded his personal achievement of these paranormal
states and the Yogic techniques, which along with the notion of an Asian pre-Kabbalah,
were infused into some Kabbalistic-Rosicrucian Ecossais [Scottish] rites of Freemasonry.
Swedenborg was also influenced by La Crequinicre whose book, Agreemsent of the Customs
of East Indians with Those of the Jews (1705), claimed an Asian origin for the sexual rites of the
Jews, which were represented by erotic sculptures of male and female fertility figures."
The theory of an ancient “Asian Kabbalah” was especially promoted by the Chevalier
Michael Ramsay, who had a major influence on Ecossais and Swedish Freemasonry."
There was also alegend that Pasquales had journeyed to China to learn secret traditions
which wete assimilated into certain Scottish Rite lodges in France.?

There is some substance to Swedenborg’s claims, as Gershom Scholem also
noticed that already in the thirteenth century, in the Kabbalah of Abraham Abulafia
the techniques used “to aid the ascent of the soul, such as breathing exercises,
the repetition of the Divine Names, and meditations on colors, bear a marked
resemblance to those of both Indian Yoga and Muslim Sufism.”* Tantra is a style
of religious ritual and meditation recognized by scholars to have arisen in medieval
India no later than the fifth AD, after which it influenced Hindu traditions and
spread with Buddhism to East Asia and Southeast Asia.

The occult schools of Alexandria in Egypt had long known of the ascetic
philosophers of India as “gymnosophists.” The Gospel of Thomas, discovered among
the Gnostic gospels near Nag Hammadi, Egypt, in December 1945, is named for
the apostle Thomas, who is traditionally believed by Christians in Kerala, in south-
west India, to have spread Christianity among the Jews there. Edward Conze, a
British scholar of Buddhism, pointed out that “Buddhists were in contact with the
Thomas Christians [Christians who knew and used the Gospe/ of Thomas| in south
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India.”** Gnostic scholar Elaine Pagels mentioned that, “Trade routes between
the Greco-Roman world and the Far East were opening up at the time when
Gnosticism flourished (A.D. 80-200); for generations, Buddhist missionaries had
been proselytizing in Alexandtia.”* Pagels also reports that Hippolytus, a Christian
scholar in Rome, wrote about the Indian Brahmins’ “heresy.”

The Left-Hand Tantra in particular, taught a repudiation of conventional
morality where the Sabbateans could see a similarity to their own doctrine of the
“Holiness of Sin.” While taboo-breaking elements are symbolic for “right-hand
path” Tantra (Dakshinachara), they are practiced literally by “left-hand path” Tantra
(Vamachara). Vamachara is a mode of worship or sadhana (spiritual practice) that is
considered heretical according to Vedic standards. Secret ritual may include feasts
of otherwise prohibited substances, sex, cemeteries, and defecation, urination and
vomiting. Most important is the ritual sexual union known as Maithuna, mirroring
the “sacred marriage” of Gnosticism, during which the man and the woman
become divine: she is the goddess Shakti, and he the god Shiva.

Tibetan Buddhism’s complex cosmology is the basis for a superstitious and
highly ritualized set of beliefs that evolved from an amalgam of Buddhism, Hindu
Tantra and the pre-Buddhist shamanistic religion of Bén. Bén then became an
unorthodox form of Buddhism that arose in Tibet during the tenth and eleventh
centuries.* According to Blavatsky:

It is in the chief lamaseries of Mongolia and Tibet that it has taken refuge;
and there Shamanism, if so we must call it, is practiced to the utmost limits
of intercourse allowed between man and “spirit.” The religion of the lamas
has faithfully preserved the primitive science of agic, and produces as great
feats now as it did in the days of Kublai-Khan and his barons.”

Tibetan culture is proliferated with a variety of spirits and demons that,
according to the principles of apotropaic magic, must be propitiated by various
rituals and offerings. As explained Lydia Aran, “Such shamanic techniques atre
found in many societies, but Tibet is the only known literate society in which they
form a central rather than marginal element.” Therefore, according to Aran:

In shamanic Buddhism, the central figure is not a monk but the tantric
lama, who need not be celibate or have formal monastic training but whose
proficiency in ritual and yogic practice generates in him shamanic—i.e.,
“magical”—power... The nexus between the pursuit of enlightenment by a
small minority and the demand for shamanic services by the great majority

is the hallmark of Tibetan Buddhism.

Tibetan Buddhism teaches methods for achieving Buddhahood more quickly,
by including in Mahayana the path of Vajrayana, where the physical practice of sexual
yoga is considered necessary at the highest level for such attainment. Mahayana
was derived from what is known as Greco-Buddhism, which refers to the cultural
amalgam of ancient Greek culture and Buddhism.”® Greco-Buddhism developed
between the fourth century BC and the fifth century AD in Bactria and the Indian
subcontinent, corresponding to the territories of modern-day Afghanistan, India,
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and Pakistan. It was the result of a long history of interactions that began with
Greek forays into India from the time of Alexander the Great, carried further by
the establishment of the Indo-Greek Kingdom and extended during the flourishing
of the Greek-inspired Kushan Empire.

Influenced by various heterogeneous elements and Hindu Tantra, Vajrayana
came into existence in the sixth or seventh century AD. The Vajrayana was then
followed by the new Tantric cults of Sahajayana and Kalachakra. The Kalachakra,
developed in the tenth century, is farthest removed from the earlier Buddhist
traditions, and incorporates concepts of messianism and astrology not present
elsewhere in Buddhist literature. In the Tibetan Buddhist tradition, it is claimed that
the historical Buddha taught Tantra, but that since these were “secret” teachings,
transmitted only from guru to disciple, they were generally written down long after
his other teachings. However, historians argue that assigning these teachings to the
historical Buddha is “patently absurd.”’

In the comprehensive study published in German but only online in English,
Victor and Victoria Trimondi revealed the darker occult sides of Tibetan Buddhism.
Victor and Victoria Trimondi are pen names used by Mariana and Herbert Rottgen,
who was a personal friend of the Dalai Lama. According to the Trimondis, in
public the Dalai Lama performs only the seven lowest levels of initiation, while
the secrets of the upper cight degrees of the Kalachakra Tantra may not, under pain
of torturous punishment, be discussed with the uninitiated. In the highest magical
initiations, what are known as “unclean substances” are employed, which involve
consumption of five types of meat, including human flesh, and the five “nectars,”
such as blood, semen and menses.® In the secret higher initiations of the Kalachakra
Tantra, sexual magical rites take place, the aim of which is to transform “sexuality”
into worldly and spiritual power. Rituals involve girls as young as ten, and may
involve as many as ten women at a time.”’

The methods of Kalachakra are based on practical knowledge of Kundalini
yoga. In Hindu Tantra, the goal of the practitioner is to “awaken” Shiva, the
masculine principal, which lies dormant at the base of the spine. This results in the
rise of the latent power called “Kundalini,” envisioned as a coiled sleeping serpent.
When the Kundalini serpent rises through the system of chakras, it culminates in
union with the final and seventh crown chakra, Sabastrara, the “thousand-petalled
lotus.” Located at the top of the head, it represents the feminine energy of the
universe. The aspirant then becomes engrossed in deep meditation and infinite
bliss. The Kundalini process is often identified with the Caduceus of the Greek
god Hermes, which today is depicted even in modern medical iconography as two
snakes spiraling a central staff.

An important source of knowledge about Kundalini experience in the West
was derived from the influence of Neo-Vedanta, also called neo-Hinduism. During
the nineteenth century, Hinduism developed a large number of new religious
movements, partly inspired by the European Romanticism, nationalism, scientific
racism and Theosophy. With the rise of Hindu nationalism, several contemporary
Indian movements, collectively termed Hindu reform movements, strove to
introduce revival and reform to Hinduism.
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Neo-Vedanta, which became an important influence on western spirituality,
was a modern religious movement inspired by the ecstatic visionary experiences of
Sri Ramakrishna (1836 — 1886) and his beloved disciple Swami Vivekananda (1863
—1902). It was Vivekananda, who Drury listed as the fifth individual who exercised
a key influence on the New Age movement, first brought Vedanta and Yoga to
the West in the late nineteenth century. It was Vivekananda who coined the term
“Hinduism” to desctibe a faith of diverse and myriad beliefs of Indian tradition.

As explained by Hugh Urban in Tantra Sex, Secrecy, Politics, And Power In The
Study Of Religion, “1f Hinduism and the Indian nation were to be defended as strong,
autonomous, and independent of Western control, then the profound stench of
Tantra would have to be ‘deodorized,” as it were—either by rationalization and
purification, or by concealment and denial.”*" The two most important figures in
this process, according to Urban, were Vivekananda and Sir John Woodroffe.” Sir
John Woodroffe (1865-1936), Supreme Court Judge at Calcutta, wrote under the
pen-name of Arthur Avalon. Woodroffe’s The Serpent Power — The Secrets of Tantric and
Shaktic Yoga is a source for many modern Western adaptations of Kundalini yoga
practice. According to Urban, “Woodroffe was also an apologist, seeming to bend
over backward to defend the Tantras against their many critics and to prove that
they represent a noble, pure, and ethical philosophical system in basic accord with
the Vedas and Vedanta.”*

Also a Freemason, Vivekananda taught the doctrine of the unity of all religions,
and is perhaps best known for a speech at the Parliament of the World’s Religions
in Chicago in 1893, which made a profound impression on Annie Besant (1847
— 1933), who assumed the leadership of the worldwide theosophical movement
when Blavatsky had passed away in 1891. After a dispute, the American section
of the Theosophical Society split into an independent organization. The original
Society, then led by Henty Steel Olcott and Besant, based in Chennai, India, came
to be known as the Theosophical Society Adyar. Besant’s partner in running the
Theosophical Society was Charles Leadbeater, a known pedophile.

In 1909, Leadbeater claimed to have “discovered” the new Messiah in the person
of the handsome young Indian boy named Jiddu Krishnamurti. Krishnamurti
gained international acceptance among followers of Theosophy as the new Savior,
but the boy’s father nearly ruined the scheme when he accused Leadbeater of
corrupting his son. Krishnamurti also eventually rejected his designated role, and
spent the rest of his life travelling the world and becoming in the process widely
known as an unaffiliated speaker.

As President of the Theosophical Society, Besant became involved in Indian
politics. She and Blavatsky met Gandhiin 1889.% In 1888, he had travelled to L.ondon,
England, to study law at University College LLondon, when he met members of the
Theosophical Society. They encouraged him to join them in reading the Bhagavad
Gita. As a result, despite not having shown any interest in religion before that,
Gandhi began his serious study of the text, which was to become his acknowledged
guide throughout his life. According to Kathryn Tidrick, Gandhi’s approach to the
Gita was theosophical.**



Shamanism 81

Synarchism

The legend of Shambhala is connected to the myth of Agartha, a legendary city that
is said to reside in the earth’s core.”® The myth of Agartha is related to the belief
in a hollow earth and is a popular subject in esotericism.’® The myth of the hollow
earth also derived its influence from Bulwer-Lytton’s The Coming Race. However, as
Joscelyn Godwin described in Arktos: The Polar Myth in Science, Symbolism and Nazi
Survival, it was prominent occultist Alexandre Saint-Yves d’Alveydre who “took the
lid off of Agartha.” Saint-Yves was Grand Master of the Martinist Order, and also
close to Victor Hugo and to Bulwer-Lytton’s son, the Earl of Lytton, a former
Ambassador to France and Viceroy of India. During the year 1885, Saint-Yves was
supposedly visited by a group of “ascended masters” based in subterranean caverns
of Agartha, who communicated with him telepathically.

Synarchism was first proposed by Alexandre Saint-Yves d’Alveydre as a
purported response to the ills produced by anarchism and to provide an alternative
through the combination of fascism and occultism. Synarchy came to mean “rule
by sectet societies”, serving as a priestly class in direct communication with the
“gods”, meaning the Ascended Masters of Agartha. It was after 1885 that Saint-
Yves began to refer to an Asian origin of synarchy, after he met the mysterious
Haji Sharif, who was likely Jamal ud Din al Afghani. Haji Sharif claimed to be the
“Guru Pandit of the Great Agarthian School”, the residence of the “Master of the
Universe” and a far advanced society where synarchy had been realized long ago.”

The most high-profile follower of Saint-Yves was Papus, the head of the
Martinists. Papus worked to put the synarchist ideals into practice by fusing the
various secret societies of his day. In 1888, Papus and Saint-Yves, along with
celebrated occultists Stanislas de Guaita and Joséphin Péladan, founded the
Rosicrucian Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Croix (OKR+C), which came to be
regarded as the “inner circle” of the Martinist Order. In 1891, Papus claimed to
have come into the possession of the original papers of Martinez de Pasquales, and
therefore founded, with the assistance of de Guaita and Péladan, the modern Order
of Martinists called /’Ordre des Supérienrs Inconnus (Otrder of the Unknown Superiors).

In 1886, Saint-Yves had formed the Syndicate of the Professional and
Economic Press (SPEP) to promote synarchy to political and business leaders.
Several members of the French Parliament joined, including Paul Deschanel, who
became President of France in 1920, and government minister Francois Césaire
Demabhy, later a founder of the influential nationalist right-wing anti-Semitic
movement and journal Action Frangaise. Chatles Maurras (1847 — 1922), another
important exponent of synarchism, was the principal ideologist of Action Fransaise.
It also attracted figures such as Maurice Barres, one of the founding members
of revived Martinist Order along with Papus. Barrés (1862-1923), rejected liberal
democracy as a fraud, claiming that true democracy was authoritarian democracy.
Also associated with Maurras and his Action Francaise was French revolutionary
syndicalist Georges Sorel, one of the key activists who greatly influenced fascism.

Papus had a particular influence on one of the most influential occultists of
the twentieth century, René Guénon (1886 — 1951), who associated with Chatles
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Maurras. Guénon was the founder of Traditionalism, derived from the universalist
principles of Sufism, primarily through the influence of Abdul Qadir al Jazairi.
Guénon had been originally initiated into Sufism in 1910, effected by Swedish
Theosophist and convert to Islam, Ivan Aguéli, who was interested in both Sufism
and Jewish Kabbalah. Following his conversion, Aguéli took the name of Abdul
Hadi. Guénon’s initiation was performed under the authority of Abdul Qadir al
Jazairi’s friend, Sheikh Illaysh al Kabir, Freemason and head of the Maliki Madbhhab
at Al Azhar University, Egypt’s oldest degree-granting university and renowned as
the most prestigious university in Sunni Islam.

Guénon developed a philosophy whereby the modern world was in decline,
and needed to be reformed by returning to “Tradition.” By tradition, Guénon
meant the Perennial Philosophy. This notion was the same as the Prisca Theologia, or
“Ancient Wisdom,” of Marisilio Ficino. In reality it was the Jewish Kabbalah that
Ficino considered to be a pure tradition imparted to the wise men of antiquity,
and the key to establishing a universal religion that could reconcile Christian belief
with ancient philosophy. It was also known to Blavatsky as “Ancient Wisdom” or
“Wisdom-Religion.” To Guénon, the Perennial Philosophy was the basis of a single
esoteric tradition, which could be discovered as the secret source of all major exoteric
traditions. It was therefore necessary, Guénon believed, for the mystic to adopt
outwardly the guise of one of these religions, while recognizing that it was merely
the outward manifestation of a single mystical tradition shared by all religions.

In establishing the Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Croix (OKR+C), Papus and
his cohorts dreamed of uniting occultists into a revived Rosicrucian brotherhood, as
an international occult order, in which they hoped the Russian Empire would play a
leading role as the bridge between East and West.*® In 1901, Papus was introduced
to the Tsar, who became president of the “Unknown Superiors” who controlled
his Martinist Order in St. Petersburg. Papus served Tsar Nicholas II and Tsarina
Alexandra both as physician and occult consultant. Through Papus, the Imperial
family became acquainted with his friend and spiritual mentor, the mystic Maitre
Philippe (Nizier Anthelme Philippe). While Rasputin is more popularly known as
the occultist who attended to the royal couple, before him, Maitre Phillipe exercised
an important influence on them as well. He was believed to possess remarkable
healing powers, as well as the ability to control lightning and travel invisibly.

From these citcles, the city of St. Petersburg became a hotbed of plots of
confused British and Russian interests. As reported by Richard B. Spence in Secrer
Agent 666, in the summer of 1897 Aleister Crowley had also travelled to St Petersburg
under the employ of the British secret service to gain an appointment to the court
of Tsar Nichoals II. A key actor in these intrigues was the Lama Agvan Dorjieff (or
Dorzhiev), chief tutor of the Dalai Lama XIII, who became his ambassador to the
court of the Tsar Nicholas II. In 1898, Dorjieff himself travelled to St. Petersburg to
meet the Tsar. Dorjieff is also remembered for building the Buddhist temple of St.
Petersburg, where interest in Buddhism was flourishing due to widespread interest
in Theosophy. By the 1890s, Dorjieff had begun to spread the story that Russia was
the mythical land of Shambhala to the north, raising hopes that the Tsar would
support Tibet and its religion.
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Fourth Way

According to Rom Landau, a “spiritual journalist” of the 1930s, Lama Dorjieff was
none other than George 1. Gurdjieff, a charismatic hypnotist, carpet trader and spy,
who worked as a Russian secret agent in Tibet during the early part of the twentieth
century. However, James Webb, author of The Harmonions Circle: The Anatomy of a
Myth, the first comprehensive book on Gurdjieff and his movement, suggests that
Gurdjieff was an agent for the Russian government as Ushe Narzunoff, an associate
of Dorjieff. Nevertheless, the legend that Gurdieff and Dorjieff were the same
person was widely believed among Gurdieff’s disciples.”

George Gurdjieff (1866 — 1949) was born to a Greek father and Armenian
mother in Alexandropol (now Gyumri, Armenia), then part of the Russian Empire.
Gurdjieff’s teaching claimed that human beings were helplessly caughtin a “waking
sleep” unable to fully perceive reality, but that it is possible for them to transcend
to a higher state of consciousness and achieve their full human potential. He
developed a method for doing so called “The Work” or “the Method.” Because
his method for awakening one’s consciousness was different from that of the
fakir, monk or yogi, his discipline is also called the “Fourth Way.”

Gurdjieff’s thought is an amalgam of Theosophy, Neopythagoreanism,
Rosicrucianism and alchemy. According to James Webb, Blavatsky’s Theosophy
was his single most important source. Gurdjieff explained, “The way of the
development of hidden possibilities is a way against nature and against God.”"His
deceptive and tyrannical ways led to his reputation as a “rascal guru.” There has
often been the suggestion that Gurdjieff and Joseph Dzhugashvili, later known as
Stalin, met as young students while attending the same seminary in Tiflis in the
Caucasus. Gurdjieff’s family records contain information that Stalin lived in his
family’s house for a while.”! There ate also suggestions that Stalin belonged to an
occult “eastern brotherhood,” which consisted of Gurdjieff and his followers.*

In early adulthood, Gurdjieff claims to have travelled to many parts of the
world, including Central Asia, Egypt and Rome. In the account of Gurdjieff’s
wanderings, Meetings with Remarkable Men, each chapter is named after a “remarkable
man,” many of them members of a society of “Seckers after truth.” James Webb
proposed, and K. Paul Johnson concurs, that the model for “Prince Lubovedsky,”
whom Gurdjieff describes as a key member of the “Seekers of the Truth,” was
Prince Esper Ukhtomskii (1861 — 1921).* A Theosophist, Ukhtomskii’s closest ally
was Count Sergei Witte, Russia’s Minister of Finance and first cousin to Blavatsky.
It was Ukhtomskii who had arranged Lama Dorjieff’s meeting with Nicholas II.

Gurdjieff claims to have made contact with a “Sarmoung Brotherhood,”
located somewhere in the heart of Asia, about twelve days’ journey by horse and
donkey from Bukhara in Uzbekistan. From the Sarmoung Gurdjieff learns the
sacred dances, much like those of the Whirling Dervishes. According to Johnson,
Gurdjieff’s accounts suggest “...a possible channel for Isma’ili influences in
the Fourth Way teachings.” According to Gurdjieff’s leading disciple, John G.
Bennett, who was head of British Military Intelligence in Constantinople, and his
friend Idries Shah, the popular author of Sufism, Gurdjieff’s teaching originated
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with a chain of Sufi masters who were the descendants and spiritual heirs of the
ancient shamanism of the Altai Mountains, where Central Asia had been their
heartland for forty thousand years or more.*



8. The Round Table

Spiritual Evolution

Two key theories were pivotal for the development of modern secularism, on a
scale equal to the Copernican or Newtonian revolutions, but with instead moral
consequences. The first of these was Darwin’s theory of evolution, which suggested
that the universe could have come into existence spontaneously without the need
of a divine creator. The second of these was the theories of Sigmund Freud, which
provided the opportunity to question the notion of sin itself, and to reject much
of traditional morality once associated with religion. And, with occultists having
shaped much of the fundamentalism of modern European Christianity, from the
Protestant Reformation to the Evangelical movement, the marked excesses of those
traditions provided them a pretext by which to reject religious tradition on the
whole. Thus emerged the formative trend of modernism in the twentieth century,
which repudiated what were characterized as outmoded “Victorian” values.

This network of individuals exemplified the “religious nihilism” of the
Sabbateans, by constituting the core of the new avant-garde movement, which later
came to be known as modernism, which included cubism in the arts, atonality
in music, and symbolism in poetry. Modernism encompassed the works of artists
who rebelled against nineteenth-century academic and historicist traditions,
believing that earlier aesthetic conventions were outdated. It was early associated
with Bohemianism, which espoused unorthodox or anti-establishment political
or soclal viewpoints, often expressed through free love, drug experimentation,
unconventional styles of dress and even voluntary poverty.

The primary influence behind these developments were the Bloomsbury Group,
an influential group of associated English writers and intellectuals. The group
were part of an extended network that comprised the initiates in the “Children
of the Sun,” a Dionysian cult comprised of the children of Britain’s Round Table
elite. Among them were T.S. Eliot, W.H. Auden, Louis and Edwina Mountbatten,
Winston Churchill’s son Randolph Churchill, Christopher Isherwood, Stephen
Spender, Lytton Strachey, Harry St. John “Abdullah” Philby’s son “Kim” Philby,
Guy Burgess, Donald MacLean, Sir Oswald Mosley, the Mitford Sisters and D.H.
Lawrence, Aldous Huxley’s homosexual lover.!

The Round Table was a secret society established by Cecil Rhodes, the founder
of the De Beers diamond empire and of the southern African territory of Rhodesia.
Rhodes was financed by Nathaniel Mayer Rothschild, also known as “Natty” de
Rothschild, who became head of NM Rothschild and Sons in 1879. Nathaniel
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administered the estate of Rhodes, who in the first of seven wills called for the
formation of a “secret society,” devoted to “the extension of British rule throughout
the world.” Known as the Round Table, Nathaniel appointed Alfred Milner to
chair Rhodes’ secret society. Milner then recruited a group of young men who
were well-known English Freemasons, among them being Rudyard Kipling, Lord
Balfour and other Oxford College graduates. Members of the group, in statements
recorded by the New York Times in 1902, proclaimed that they formed their society
for the purpose of “gradually absorbing the wealth of the world.”?

A leading member of the Round Table was Lord Balfour, who would later
serve as British Prime Minister from 1902 to 1905. Balfour also served as president
of the Society for Psychical Research (SPR), whete he was succeeded by American
psychologist and psychological warfare expert William James (1842 —1910). James
was one of the leading thinkers of the late nineteenth century and is believed by
many to be one of the most influential American philosophers, while others have
labeled him the “Father of American psychology.” William James interacted with a
wide array of writers and scholars throughout his life, including Bertrand Russell,
John Dewey, Walter Lippmann, Mark Twain, Horatio Alger Jr. and Sigmund Freud.
Among James’ students at Harvard were Theodore Roosevelt, W. E. B. Du Bois,
Gertrude Stein and Walter Lippmann.

William James was a protégé of French Jewish philosopher Henri Bergson,
whose sister Moina married McGreggor Mathers, a founder of the Golden Dawn.
Henri Bergson (1859 — 1941) was born from the Bereksohns, a famous Jewish
entrepreneurial family of Polish descent. Bergson’s great-great-grandfather,
Szmul Jakubowicz Sonnenberg, called Zbytkower, was a prominent banker and a
protégé of Stanislaw August Poniatowski, King of Poland from 1764 to 1795, the
successor of August III, Jacob Frank’s godfather who retained Baron von Hund
as Intimate Counsellor.’?

Bergson was an early proponent of spiritual evolution, along with Max
Theon, Rudolf Steiner, Sti Aurobindo, and Alfred North Whitehead. The Indian
yogi, Sri Aurobindo (1872 — 1950), was regarded by occultist René Guénon as
an authentic representative of the Indian spiritual tradition. Aurobindo’s close
spiritual collaborator, Mirra Richard, who came to be known as The Mother, in her
20s, had studied occultism with Max Theon. Based in North Africa and France,
Theon taught a Frankist doctrine of sex magic interpreted through the Hindu
and Buddhist tradition of Tantra.* Bergson’s own philosophy, which held parallels
with Theosophy, put forward an alternate explanation for Darwin’s mechanism of
evolution, suggesting that evolution is motivated by a “vital impetus” that can also
be understood as humanity’s natural creative impulse.®

Bergson influenced Alfred North Whitehead (1861 — 1947), who developed
what is called process philosophy, building on the ideas of Hegel, which identifies
metaphysical reality with change and development. Whitehead’s philosophy was
developed into process theology by Charles Hartshorne (1897-2000) and John
B. Cobb (b. 1925). Hartshorne, who studied under Edmund Husserl and Martin
Heidegger, returned to Harvard University where he spent a semester assisting
Alfred North Whitehead.
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Process theology soon influenced a number of Jewish theologians including
Rabbis Max Kadushin, Milton Steinberg, and Abraham Joshua Heschel, all of
whom belonged to the Sabbatean-connected Jewish Theological Seminary of
America (JTSA). The JTSA was headed by English rabbi Solomon Schechter (1847
— 1915), the Frankist founder of the American Conservative Jewish Movement,
whose mentor was Zecharias Frankel. When JTSA was founded in 1901, Jacob
Schiff, the Rothschilds’ agent in the US and a close family friend, provided it with an
endowment of over $500,000 and a building’

Whitehead credits Bergson along with William James and John Dewey in the
preface to Process and Reality. William and his brother, the famous author Henry James,
were the sons of Henry James Sr., a theologian and adherent of Swedenborgianism.
Henry James Sr. had been introduced to Swedenborg by Ralph Waldo Emerson,
who became William’s godfather. Influenced by Swedenborg, Blake and the Vedanta,
Emerson was the father of American Trancedentalism, a religious and philosophical
movement that developed during the late 1820s and 30s as a protest against
conventional spirituality and the Unitarian doctrine taught at Harvard Divinity
School. Transcendatalism begins with Emerson’s 1836 essay Nature, which was
heavily influenced by Swedenborg’s theory of “correspondences” and the idea that
all individual souls wete part of a wotld soul.® The transcendentalists also believed
that all people possessed a piece of the “Over-soul,” and were thus united as one
being. Transcendentalists therefore believed that political and religious institutions
ultimately corrupted individuals, preferring individualism and “self-reliance.”

Emerson is also well known as a mentor and friend of fellow Transcendentalist
Henry David Thoreau (1817 — 1862). The movement directly influenced New
Thought, a spiritual movement following the teachings of Phineas Quimby (1802 —
1866). During the late nineteenth century Quimby’s metaphysical healing practices
mingled with the “Mental Science” of Warren Felt Evans, a Swedenborgian minister.
Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, has been cited as having used
Quimby as inspiration for theology.

William James inherited an interest in religion from his Swedenborgian father.”
James, an important admirer of Vivekananda, was also a member of the Theosophical
Society, and was interested in mystical subjects as well as a champion of alternative
approaches to healing. James was a member of the Metaphysical Society and one of
the founders and first president of the Society for Psychical Research (SPR), whose
members included Arthur Conan Doyle, Lord Balfour, Bertrand Russell, John
Dewey and John Ruskin. SPR is a non-profit organization whose stated purpose is
to understand “events and abilities commonly described as psychic or paranormal by
promoting and supporting important research in this area” and to “examine allegedly
paranormal phenomena in a scientific and unbiased way.” It was the SPR which later
investigated Blavatsky’s mysterious Mahatma letters which were said to appear out of
thin air and in 1885 declared her to be a fraud.

James’ research was focused on the belief inspired by mysticism that philosophical
answers to human existence could be found by giving humans the opportunity to
explore the irrational. According to James, these states allowed the mystic to attain
“cosmic consciousness,” a term first coined by Richard Maurice Bucke, a Canadian
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psychiatrist. In his 1901 book, Cosmic Consciousness: A Study in the Evolution of the
Human Mind, Maurice explored the concept, which he defined as “a higher form of
consciousness than that possessed by the ordinary man.” Bucke listed Swedenborg
among those who had achieved such illumination, along with Buddha, Jesus, Francis
Bacon, William Blake and many others. Bucke hypothesized that the next stage
of human development, or “cosmic consciousness,” is slowly beginning to appear
and will eventually spread throughout all of humanity. James understood “cosmic
consciousness” to be a collective consciousness, a “larger reservoir of consciousness,”
which manifests itself in the minds of men and remains intact after the dissolution of
the individual. It may “retain traces of the life history of its individual emanation.”®

Cecil Rhodes was inspired in his vision for the British Empire by John Ruskin,
the leading English art critic of the Victorian era. John’s father, John James Ruskin,
helped to develop his son’s interest in Romanticism, sharing a passion for the works
of Lord Byron, Shakespeare and especially Walter Scott. John’s mother, Margaret
Ruskin, was an Evangelical Christian, who taught him to read the King James Bible,
whose language, imagery and stories had a profound and lasting effect on his writing.
John Ruskin was unanimously appointed the first Slade Professor of Fine Art at
Oxford University in August 1869, where he delivered his inaugural lecture in 1870
stating, “The art of any country is the exponent of its social and political virtues.”
Cecil Rhodes cherished a long-hand copy of the lecture, believing that it supported
his own view of the British Empire.’

Ruskin first came to widespread attention with the first volume of Modern Painters
in 1843, in which he argued that the principal role of the artist is “truth to nature.”
Theorists and practitioners in a broad range of disciplines acknowledged their debt
to Ruskin. Architects including Le Corbusier, Louis Sullivan, Frank Lloyd Wright
and Walter Gropius incorporated Ruskin’s ideas in their work. Frank Lloyd Wright
married Gurdjieff’s former lover Olga Ivanovna Hinzenberg. Writers as diverse
as Oscar Wilde, G.K. Chesterton and Hilaire Belloc, T.S. Eliot, W. B. Yeats and
Ezra Pound felt Ruskin’s influence. William Morris and C. R. Ashbee (the Guild of
Handicraft) were keen disciples, and through them Ruskin’s legacy can be traced in
the arts and crafts movement.

From the 1850s, Ruskin championed the Pre-Raphaelites who were influenced
by his ideas, and who provided the antecedents for the development of modernism.
The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood was a group of English painters, poets, and critics,
founded in 1848 by William Holman Hunt, John Everett Millais and Dante Gabriel
Rossetti, and later joined by Dante’s brother William Michael Rossetti. The group’s
intention was to reform art by rejecting what it considered the mechanistic approach
first adopted by Mannerist artists who succeeded Raphael and Michelangelo.
Its members believed the Classical poses and elegant compositions of Raphael in
particular had been a corrupting influence on the academic teaching of art, hence
the name “Pre-Raphaelite.”

Dante and William were the children Gabriele Rossetti, an Italian poet and a
political exile, and Frances Polidori, the sister of Lord Byron’s friend and physician,
John William Polidori. Dante had a relationship with the model Jane Mortris, who
married William Morris, and for both of whom she served as muse. In 1884, Jane
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Morris met Wilfrid Scawen Blunt, and the two eventually become lovers. Eliza
Doolittle in Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion (1914) and the later film My Fair Lady was
based on Jane Morris.

Dante’s work also influenced the European Symbolists, a late nineteenth-
century art movement of French, Russian and Belgian origin in poetry and other
arts. In literature, the style had its beginnings with the publication Les Fleurs du
mal (The Flowers of Evil, 1857) by Charles Baudelaire, which signaled the birth of
modernism in literature.'” One of Symbolism’s most colorful promoters in Patis was
occultist Joséphin Péladan, who founded the Rosicrucian Kabbalistic Order of the
Rose-Croix (OKR+C) with Papus. Another famous member was composer Claude
Debussy. Péladan also established the Salon de la Rose + Croix, which hosted a series
of six presentations of avant-garde art, writing and music during the 1890s.

1n 1868, Poers of Walt Whitman was published in England thanks to the influence
of William Michael Rossetti. Another prominent transcendentalist, Whitman (1819
— 1892) is considered one of America’s most influential poets. Whitman’s work was
very controversial even in its time, particularly his poetry collection Leaves of Grass,
which was described as obscene for its overt sexuality. Though biographers continue
to debate his sexuality, he is usually described as either homosexual or bisexual in his
feelings and attractions. Oscar Wilde met Whitman in America in 1882 and wrote
that there was “no doubt” about Whitman’s sexual orientation: “I have the kiss of
Walt Whitman still on my lips,” he boasted."

According to Maurice Bucke, Whitman was among the many sages he believed
achieved “cosmic consciousness,” in addition to Jesus, Swedenborg and William
Blake, but that Whitman was “the climax of religious evolution and the harbinger
of humanity’s future”” Bucke borrowed the term “cosmic consciousness” from
Whitman’s homosexual lover Edward Carpenter, who had traveled and studied
religion in the East. A leading figure in late nineteenth and early twentieth century
Britain, Carpenter corresponded with many famous figures such as Blavatsky’s
successor Annie Besant, Isadora Duncan, Havelock Ellis, Mahatma Gandhi, Jack
London, William Morris and John Ruskin. Carpenter was also instrumental in the
foundation of the Fabian Society and the Labour Party.

Ruskin betrayed pedophile tendencies, showing an unusual interest in young
girls. In a letter to his physician John Simon in 18806, Ruskin wrote, “I like my girls
from ten to sixteen—allowing of 17 or 18 as long as they’re not in love with anybody
but me.—I’ve got some darlings of 8—12—14—just now, and my Pigwiggina here—
12—who fetches my wood and is learning to play my bells.”'? Ruskin fell in love with
Rose La Touche, the daughter of a wealthy Irish family, when she was only ten and
he 39. He proposed to her on her cighteenth birthday, but she ultimately rejected
him. When she died at the age of 27, these events plunged Ruskin into despair and
led to increasingly severe bouts of mental illness involving a number of breakdowns
and delirious visions, a condition that seems to have plagued much of the bohemian
generation that succeeded him.
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Evangelicalism

Ruskin typified the rebellion against “Victorian” values of the generation that
succeeded him, in his rejection of his Evangelical Christian upbringing, which was
exemplified by the Clapham Sect. The Clapham Sect were a group of influential
Christian like-minded Church of England social reformers based in Clapham,
London at the beginning of the nineteenth century. They shared in common political
views concerning the liberation of slaves, the abolition of the slave trade and the
reform of the penal system. The Clapham sect were led by William Wilberforce, a
English politician who in 1785, had become an evangelical Christian. In 1783, when
Wilberforce and his companions travelled to France, where their presence aroused
police suspicion that they were English spies, and visited Paris, meeting Benjamin
Franklin, General Lafayette, Marie Antoinette and Louis XVI."” The Clapham Sect
are described by the historian Stephen Tomkins as:

A network of friends and families in England, with William Wilberforce as
its center of gravity, who were powerfully bound together by their shared
moral and spiritual values, by their religious mission and social activism, by
their love for each other, and by marriage."

The Clapham sect have been credited with playing a significant part in the
development of Victorian morality. In the words of Tomkins, “The ethos of
Clapham became the spitit of the age”"® Members of the Clapham sect wete
chiefly prominent and wealthy evangelical Anglicans. Evangelicalism is a world-
wide Protestant movement influenced by Pietism, Presbyterianism, and Puritanism
and, which during the eighteenth century, was closely associated with the a crypto-
Sabbatean cult of Nicolaus Zinzendorf’s Moravian Church.'® Major figures of later
British and American evangelicalism like Gilbert Tennent, Johnathan Edwards
and John Wesley were connected personally or by correspondence with Pietists.”
After an unsuccessful ministry of two years at Savannah in the Georgia Colony,
John Wesley (1703 — 1791) returned to London and joined a religious society led
by Moravian Brethren. He subsequently departed from the Moravians, beginning
his own ministry. John with his brother Charles Wesley and fellow cleric George
Whitefield, are credited with the foundation of the evangelical movement known as
Methodism, which was heavily influenced by Moravian pietism. Wesley’s work and
writings also played a leading role in the development of the Holiness movement
and Pentecostalism.

The Moravian Church was also responsible for another Evangelical sect,
the Plymouth Brethren, which Aleister Crowley’s family had belonged to." John
Nelson Darby (1800 — 1882), one of the Brethren’s influential figures devised the
system of dispensationalism, that was incorporated in the development of modern
Evangelicalism, and which reflected the millenarian aspirations of Sabbateanism.
As a hint of their probably crypto-Judaism, Christian dispensationalists sometimes
embrace what some critics have pejoratively called “Judeophilia,” which includes
support of the state of Israel, observing traditional Jewish holidays and practicing
traditionally Jewish religious rituals. The influence of the Plymouth Brethren on
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evangelical Christianity exceeds their relatively small numerical proportion. The
movement today has many congregations around the world, and many leaders of
the contemporary evangelical movement came from Brethren backgrounds.

Dispensationalists believe that God has yet to fulfill his promises to the nation
of Israel, which in the future world to come will result in a millennial kingdom and
Third Temple where Christ, upon his return, will rule the world from Jerusalem
for a thousand years. Dispensationalist beliefs are at the forefront of Christian
Zionism, popularized in the United States by the evangelical Cyrus Scofield (1843—
1921). However, Scofield had a history of fraud and abandoned his wife and two
daughters, pethaps in patt because of his self-confessed heavy drinking."” Two
years after Scofield’s reported conversion to Christianity in 1879, the Az«bison Patriot
described Scofield as “late lawyer, politician and shyster generally,” and went on to
recount a few of Scofield’s “many malicious acts.” These included a series of forgeries
in St. Louis, for which he was sentenced to six months in jail. As a biographer
wrote, Scofield “was secretive about his past and not above distorting the facts of
his shadowy years.”” During the early 1890s, Scofield began styling himself Rev.
C. L. Scofield, D. D., but there are no extant records of any academic institution
having granted him the honorary Doctor of Divinity degree. Nevertheless, when
the Scofield Reference Bible was published by Oxford University Press in 1909, it
quickly became the most influential statement of dispensationalism.

Scofield was heavily influenced by Darby, as evidenced in the explanatory
notes to his Scofield Reference Bible. A core doctrine is the expectation of the Second
Coming and the establishment of a Kingdom of God on Earth. Scofield further
predicted that Islamic holy places would be destroyed and the Temple in Jerusalem
would be rebuilt, signaling the end of the Church Age when all who seek to keep
the covenant with God will acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah in defiance of the
Antichrist.

World War One

Scofield’s Dispensationalist Christian Zionism was exploited to serve Round Table
ambitions when he joined the prestigious Lotos Club in New York. Founded
primarily by a young group of writers and critics, the club was composed of
journalists, artists, musicians, actors and amateurs of literature, science and fine
arts. Mark Twain, an early member, called it the “Ace of Clubs.” The Club took
its name from “The Lotos-Eaters,” a poem by Tennyson. Alluding to the use of
opium, the poem describes a group of mariners who, upon eating the lotos, are put
into an altered state and isolated from the outside world.

In The Incredible Scofield and His Book, Joseph M. Canfield suspects that Scofield
was associated with one of the club’s committee members, the Wall Street lawyer
Samuel Untermeyer.?! An active Zionist, Untermyer was President of the Keren
Hayesod, the agency through which the movement was conducted in America.*?
According to Prof. David W. Lutz in Unjust War Theory: Christian Zionism and the
Road to Jerusalen:
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Untermeyer used Scofield, a Kansas city lawyer with no formal training in
theology, to inject Zionist ideas into American Protestantism. Untermeyer
and other wealthy and influential Zionists whom he introduced to Scofield
promoted and funded the lattet’s careet, including travel in Europe.?

Samuel Untermyer blackmailed the American President Woodrow Wilson, with
the knowledge of Wilson’s affair with Mary Peck, the wife of a professor colleague,
in return for appointing Louis Brandeis to the Supreme Court.* Brandeis belonged
to a Frankist family, being descended from Esther Frankel, an aunt of Rabbi
Zecharias Frankel, the intellectual progenitor of Conservative Judaism. Brandeis
was head of world Zionism when the war forced the movement to relocate its
headquarters to New York from Berlin. Two of Wilson’s closest advisors were avid
Zionists. In addition to Brandeis was Felix Frankfurter, who received a portrait
of Jacob Frank’s daughter Eva from his mother, a tradition among Sabbateans.”
According to Frankfurter, “The real rulers in Washington are invisible and exercise
their power from behind the scenes.”?

As revealed in Colin Simpson’s The Lusitania, since President Wilson had
promised to keep America out of World War I, he, Col. Mandel House, ].P. Morgan
and Winston Churchill conspired to perpetrate a false-flag operation, whereby a
passenger ship named the Lusitania was sunk by a German U-boat, killing 1,198
innocent people, but providing the pretext for America’s entry into the war. The
Germans knew the ship was also carrying munitions, and therefore regarded the
sinking of the ship as a military act, but the British insisted it was merely carrying
civilians and justified military retaliation. The plot, according to Richard B. Spence
in Secret Agent 666, was orchestrated with the important assistance of Aleister
Crowley. In his Confessions, Crowley boasted of having “proved that the Lusitania
was a man-of-war” in a black propaganda piece for the pro-German The Fatherland
published after the sinking.”” Finally, relying on the legal opinion of Justice Brandeis,
Wilson declared war against Germany on April 7, 1917.

Through 1917 to 1918, a fellowship of about 150 scholars called “The Inquiry,”
which included Wilson’s closest adviser “Colonel” Edward M. House, as well as Walter
Lippmann, gathered at the Harold Pratt House in New York, to assemble the strategy
for the postwar world. According to The Anglo-American Establishment by Carroll Quigley,
Col. House and Lippmann, in addition to J.P. Morgan, Rockefeller and Andrew
Carnegie, were members of the Round Table, created at the request of Cecil Rhodes. In
1888, Rhodes founded the diamond company De Beers, financed by the South African
diamond magnate Alfred Beit and the London-based NM Rothschild & Sons bank.

Round Table leader Alfred Milner called himself a “race patriot”, referring to
Rhodes’ aspiration of expanding the British Empire because he believed that the
Anglo-Saxon race was destined to greatness. Rhodes said of the British:

I contend that we are the finest race in the world and that the more of the
world we inhabit the better it is for the human race. Just fancy those parts
that are at present inhabited by the most despicable specimens of human
beings what an alteration there would be if they were brought under Anglo-
Saxon influence, look again at the extra employment a new country added

to our dominions gives.
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In 1927, Ernest Oppenheimer, a German immigrant to Britain who had earlier
founded mining giant Anglo American with J.P. Morgan, took over the company
and established a global monopoly. During this time, he was involved in a number
of controversies, including price fixing, antitrust behavior and an allegation of not
releasing industrial diamonds for the US war effort during World War I1. It was this
network which ran the Boer War, conducted genocide against the black population,
and later set up the Apartheid regime.

A leading member of the Round Table was Lord Balfour, who would later
serve as British Prime Minister from 1902 to 1905. Arthur Balfour also served as
president of the Society for Psychical Research (SPR), where he was succeeded by
William James. Balfour’s service as Foreign Secretary was notable for the Balfour
Declaration of 1917, a letter to Lord Rothschild promising the Jews a “national
home” in Palestine, then part of the Ottoman Empire. Brandeis had also assisted
Chaim Weizman in formulating the Balfour Declaration.

Having succeeded in rallying the Americans into sacrificing their lives to
“liberate” Europe, the war was finally brought to an end in 1918. At the subsequent
Paris conference in January 1919, which culminated in the Treaty of Versailles,
Colonel House’s vision was implemented as the League of Nations, the precursor
to the United Nations. Also in the American delegation were Walter Lippman, and
brothers Allen and John Foster Dulles. David Lloyd George was accompanied by
Sir Philip Sassoon, a member of the British Privy Council, and direct descendant
of Amschel Rothschild. The advisor to Georges Clemenceau, the French Prime
Minister, was Georges Mandel, also known as Jeroboam Rothschild. Also attending
was American financier and advisor to Wilson, Bernard Baruch, the grandson of
Dr. Kuttner Baruch, who along with Judah P. Benjamin, the leader of the B’nai
B’rith and the Order of Zion, assisted Albert Pike in founding the KKK. In his
autobiography, Bernard Baruch describes discovering under his father’s belongings,
“a white hood and long robe with crimson cross on its breast—the regalia of a
Knight of the Ku Klux Klan.”?

The American delegation was headed by Paul Warburg, the inspiration behind
“Daddy Warbucks” in the Annie cartoons, and the architect of the Federal Reserve
in America. His brother Max, of the Warburg banking consortium in Germany and
the Netherlands, headed the German delegation. The Warburgs, also a Frankist
family,® had reached their financial influence during the yeats of the nineteenth
century, with the growth of Kuhn, Loeb Company, with whom they stood in a
personal union and family relationship. It was Paul Warburg who said, “We shall
have World Government, whether or not we like it. The only question is whether
World Government will be achieved by conquest or consent.”!

However, the US Senate ultimately rejected Wilson’s plan for peace proposed
at the conference, which called for the creation of a League of Nations. Deciding
that America would not join any scheme for world government without a change
in public opinion, Colonel House and Round Table members formed the Royal
Institute for International Affairs (RIIA), for the purpose of coordinating British
and American efforts. They also formed an American branch, known as the
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), founded by Col. House with the financial
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assistance of John D. Rockefeller Jr., son of Standard Oil’s founder, who then
headed the company. The early CFR included members like J.P. Morgan, Paul
Warburg, and Jacob Schiff.



9. Bloomsbury

Freud

Freud provided the foundation for the reinterpretation of “Victorian” morality
which became the basis of the “bohemianism” cultivated by the Bloomsbury Group.
Interestingly, “Bohemian” could have a dual meaning, as Bohemia, like Moravia,
was the European bastion of the Sabbatean sect. Marc David Baer has written an
excellent history, The Dinme: Jewish Converts, Muslim Revolutionaries, and Secular Turks,
which reveals the intricate international networks and covert communications
required by a community who have been able to maintain their Kabbalistic religion
in secret, while practicing another in public. Although there is no certain proof, the
close-knit nature of the Bloomsbury group, along with their rejection of “sin,” gives
every indication that they could have been secretly Sabbateans as well.

The affinity between Freud and the Bloomsbury Group was obvious from
1910 and was realized when core members of the group became psychoanalysts in
the 1920s and the Hogarth Press, a British publishing house founded in 1917 by
Leonard Woolf and Virginia Woolf, became the official psychoanalytic publishing
house. As well as publishing the works of the members of the Bloomsbury group,
the Hogarth Press was at the forefront of publishing works on psychoanalysis and
translations of foreign, especially Russian, works. There is evidence suggesting that
Leonard Woolf and fellow Bloomsbury members John Maynard Keynes and Lytton
Strachey became sufficiently interested to make significant use of psychoanalysis in
their own work.!

As explained by Ted Wilson in Bloomsbury, Frend, and the Vulgar Passions, according
to Leonard Woolf, opposition to civilized values in European history can be traced
to “the sense of sin,” which he claimed “accounts for the rigidity and persistence of
the authoritatian view of politics.”* According to Woolf, we owe out undetstanding
of it to Freud:

One may doubt the truth of a good many of Freud’s speculative hypotheses
and of his brilliantly complicated interpretations, but there can be little or
no doubt that his contribution to psychology, in his analysis of the working
of the conscious and unconscious mind, is as new and important as were the
contributions of Newton and Darwin to other sciences. And justas Newton’s
and Darwin’s discoveries or hypotheses profoundly affected spheres of
thought and knowledge far outside the sciences in which they were made, so
Freud’s discoveries regarding the unconscious are of immense significance,
not merely for individual psychology, but also for religion, ethics, politics,

95
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and sociology. Of all his contributions, that which is probably the most
fundamental and far-reaching concerns man’s sense of sin.’?

Freud and William James met once in 1909, at a gathering of psychologists at
Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts. Several other psychologists who had
also attended soon came to achieve renown in their own right, including Carl Jung,
Alfred Adler, and Ernest Jones, who had arrived with Freud. But it was Freud who
was the star attraction at the conference, and it was his Five Lectures on Psycho-Analysis
that James had come to hear.

Freud was born to Jewish Galician parents in the Moravian town of Pribor.
David Bakan, in Sigmund Frend and The Jewish Mystical Tradition, has shown that Freud
too was a “crypto-Sabbatean,” which would explain his extensive interest in the
occult and the Kabbalah. As shown in “The Consolation of Theosophy 11,” an
article by Frederick C. Crews for The New York Review of Books, several scholars
have established that Freud was among the key figures who developed therapy
through the retrieval of forgotten trauma, through a debt to Franz Anton Mesmer.*
Adam Crabtree’s From Mesmer to Frend: Magnetic Sleep and the Roots of Psychological
Healing traces Mesmer’s use of artificially induced trance-states to uncover the
influence of unconscious mental activity as the source of unaccountable thoughts
or impulses. Jonathan Miller traced the steps by which psychologists gradually
stripped Mesmerism of its occult associations, reducing it to mere hypnosis and
thus paving the way for recognition of non-conscious mental functioning.’

Hypnotism is nothing new. It is merely what had been known as putting
someone under a spell, and practiced for thousands of years by witchdoctors, spirit
mediums, shamans, Buddhists, and yogis. Freud himself was renowned in Vienna
as a suggestive healer, his practice relying heavily on the use of hypnosis, a method
he characterized as essentially “mystical.”® Freud engaged in magical propitiatory
acts and tested the power of soothsayers. He confided to his biographer Ernest
Jones his belief in “clairvoyant visions of episodes at a distance” and “visitations
from departed spirits.”” Freud even arranged a séance with his family members
and three other analysts. He practiced numerology and believed in telepathy. In
Dreams and Occultism, he declared, “It would seem to me that psycho-analysis, by
inserting the unconscious between what is physical and what was previously called
‘psychical,” has paved the way for the assumption of such processes as telepathy.”®

Carl Jung, who had worked with Freud, commented approvingly on the Jewish
mystical origins of Freudian psychoanalysis, stating that in order to comprehend
the origin of Freud’s theories:

...one would have to take a deep plunge into the history of the Jewish
mind. This would carry us beyond Jewish Orthodoxy into the subterranean
workings of Hasidism...and then into the intricacies of the Kabbalah, which
still remains unexplored psychologically.’

Freud’s theories were excessively concerned with sex and even incest, which
is reflected in Sabbatean antinomianism. Thus, Freud disguised a Frankist creed
with psychological jargon, proposing that conventional morality is an unnatural
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repression of the sexual urges imposed during childhood. Freud instead posited
that we are driven by subconscious impulses, primarily the sex drive. In Totens and
Taboo, published in 1913, which caused quite a scandal, Freud theorized about incest
through the Greek myth of Oedipus, in which Oedipus unknowingly killed his
father and married his mother, and incest and reincarnation rituals practiced in
ancient Egypt. He used the Oedipus conflict to point out how much he believed
that people desire incest and must repress that desire.

In his seminal book, Civilization and ifs Discontents, Freud described what he
believed to be a fundamental tension between civilization and the individual. Many
of humankind’s primitive instincts, such as the desire to kill and the insatiable lust
for sexual gratification, are evidently harmful to the well-being of the rest of society.
As a result, civilization creates laws to repress these instincts. However, this process,
argued Freud, instills perpetual feelings of discontent in its citizens. People develop
neuroses because they cannot tolerate the frustration they experience from the
inability to fulfill these “instincts.”

Freud also read Nietzsche as a student and analogies between their work were
pointed out almost as soon as he developed a following. Freud and Nietzsche had
a common acquaintance in Lou Andreas-Salomé, a Russian-born psychoanalyst
and author. Salomé’s diverse intellectual interests led to friendships and affairs
with a broad range of well-known western intellectuals, giving her a reputation of
somewhat of a femme fatale. She claimed that Nietzsche was desperately in love with
her and that she refused his proposal of marriage. During her lifetime she achieved
some fame with her controversial biography of Nietzsche, the first major study of
his life. Salomé’s also lovers also included Richard Wagner and Rainer Maria Rilke,
considered one of the most significant poets in the German language. Rilke was a
friend of Gurdjieff’s collaborator, Russian composer Thomas de Hartmann.

Fabian Society

The Bloomsbury Group were inspired in their opposition to Victorian morality by
the leading members of the Fabian Society, whose aims were developed from the
teachings of John Ruskin. The Fabians were a splinter group of the Fellowship of the
New Life, composed of artists and intellectuals, which included Annie Besant and
also members of the Society for Psychical Research. The Fabians were a group of
socialists whose strategy differed from that of Karl Marx, in that they sought world
domination through what they called the “doctrine of inevitability of gradualism.”
This meant their goals would be achieved “without breach of continuity or abrupt
change of the entire social issue,” and by infiltrating educational institutions,
government agencies, and political parties.’

Annie Besant, Blavatsky’s successor, was a leading speaker for the Fabian Society.
During 1884, Besant had developed a very close friendship with Edward Aveling,
who first translated the works of Marx into English. He eventually went to live with
Marx’s daughter Eleanor Marx, whose network was being spied on by Theodor Reuss.

Leading Fabians included George Bernard Shaw, Bertrand Russell, Julian
and Aldous Huxley, author of Brave New World, and H.G. Wells. Prominent Fabian
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and author, George Bernard Shaw, revealed that their goal was to be achieved by
“stealth, intrigue, subversion, and the deception of never calling socialism by its
right name.”"! Shaw’s mistress, Florence Farr, had been a member of the Golden
Dawn. Wells, who was the head of British foreign intelligence during World War I,
was also a founding member of Rhodes and Milner’s Round Table. He is primarily
known for his works of science fiction, such as The Time Machine (1895), The Invisible
Man (1898), and War of the Worlds (1898). Wells’ wrote Open Conspiracy: Blue Prints for a
World Revolution, which he described:

...will appear first, I believe, as a conscious organization of intelligent and
quite possibly in some cases, wealthy men, as a movement having distinct
social and political aims, confessedly ignoring most of the existing apparatus
of political control, or using it only as an incidental implement in the stages,
a mere movement of a number of people in a certain direction who will
presently discover with a sort of surprise the common object toward which
they are all moving... In all sorts of ways they will be influencing and
controlling the apparatus of the ostensible government."

Lord Bertrand Russell, is considered one of the founders of analytic philosophy
along with his predecessor Gottlob Frege and his protégé Ludwig Wittgenstein.
He is widely acknowledged to be one of the twentieth century’s premier logicians.
With Alfred North Whitehead he wrote Principia Mathematica, an attempt to create
a logical basis for mathematics. The influential Russell family, who were one of the
most prominent aristocratic families in Britain, were hereditary Dukes of Bedford
who came to power and the peerage with the rise of the Tudor dynasty. Bertrand
Russell was descended from John Russell, 1st Earl Russell, who served twice as
Prime Minister of England in the 1840s and 1860s. Bloomsbury itself is an area
of central London developed in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries into a
fashionable residential area by the Russell family.

Bertrand was also a member of an intellectual secret society closely affiliated
with the Bloomsbury Group, the Cambridge Apostles. It was founded in 1820 by
George Tomlinson, a Cambridge student who went on to become the first Bishop
of Gibraltar. Of the Bloomsbury Group, John Maynard Keynes, Leonard Woolf,
Lytton Strachey and his brother James, E.M. Forster and Rupert Brooke were all
Apostles. The Apostles were also predominantly homosexuals, inspired by their
interest in “Platonic love,” with Hallam and Tennyson being the most well-known
couples. The Apostles included a long list of the most eminent Victorians, to
name a few, Charles Darwin’s brother Erasmus, poets Arthur Hallam and Alfred
Tennyson, Lord Balfour and the philosopher Henry Sidgwick, also a member of
the Metaphysical Society with William James. Sidgwick wrote of the Apostles in his
memoirs that “the tie of attachment to this society is much the strongest corporate
bond which I have known in my life.””?

Bloomsbury Group

Ironically, the Bloomsbury Group revolted against a “Victorian morality” which
was shaped by their ancestors, the Clapham sect.!* The phrase “Clapham Sect”
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was an invention of James Stephen in an article of 1844, which celebrated and
romanticized their work. Stephen’s son was Leslie Stephen, the father of Virginia
Woolf. Stephen’s first wife was Harriet Marian (1840—1875), daughter of William
Makepeace Thackeray, a member of the Athenaecum Club, famous for his satirical
works, particularly Vanity Fair. Stephen later married Virginia’s mother, Julia
Prinsep Duckworth Stephen, who served as a model for Pre-Raphaelite painters.
Virginia married Leonard Woolf, the son of Sidney Woolf, a Jewish barrister and
Queen’s Counsel. Virginia’s sister Vanessa married Bloomsbury member Clive Bell.

Leonard and Virginia Woolf formed the core of the Bloomsbury Group, along
with the well-known economist John Maynard Keynes and his homosexual lover,
Ludwig Wittgenstein, and writers D.H. Lawrence, E.M. Forster, Roger Fry and
Lytton Strachey."” Strachey was named after a friend of his father’s, the Earl of
Lytton, the son of Edward Bulwer-Lytton, and friend of Saint-Yves d’Alveydre. The
Earl of Lytton’s son married Judith Blunt-Lytton, the daughter of Wilfred Scawen
Blunt and Lady Anne, the grand-daughter of poet Lord Byron. These personalities
were often also members of, or further intersected with, the Theosophical Society,
which included D.H. Lawrence, as well as William Butler Yeats, Lewis Carroll, Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, Jack London, E.M. Forster, James Joyce, T.S. Eliot, Henry
Miller, Kurt Vonnegut, Dame Jane Goodall, Thomas Edison, Piet Mondrian, Paul
Gauguin, Wassily Kandinsky, Paul Klee, and Gustav Mahler.

The network further intersected with the Golden Dawn, which included,
among others, Yeats, Maude Gonne, Constance Lloyd (the wife of Oscar Wilde),
Arthur Edward Waite and Bram Stoker, author of Dracula. Other members included
the actress Florence Farr, occult novelist Dion Fortune, and writer on magic Israel
Regardie. Florence Farr, “the bohemian’s bohemian,” was a friend and collaborator
with Yeats, poet Ezra Pound, playwright Oscar Wilde, artists Aubrey Beardsley and
Pamela Colman Smith, Masonic scholar Arthur Edward Waite, theatrical producer
Annie Horniman, and many other literati of London’s Fin de siécle era.

As a result of the antinomianism cultivated within the occult societies they
secretly belonged to, these networks were composed of the leading representatives
of attempts in the twentieth century to push the bounds of sexual morality
and public decency, under the guise of challenging society’s prudishness. The
Bloomsbury Group, which reacted against the social norms, “the bourgeois habits

.. the conventions of Victorian life,” deeply influenced literature, aesthetics,
criticism, and economics as well as modern attitudes towards feminism, pacifism,
' The group “believed in pleasure... They tried to get the maximum
of pleasure out of their personal relations. If this meant triangles or more
complicated geometric figures, well then, one accepted that too.”"” According to
John Maynard Keynes:

and sexuality.

We repudiated entirely customary morals, conventions and traditional
wisdom. We were, that is to say, in the strict sense of the term, immoralists.
The consequences of being found out had, of course, to be considered for
what they were worth. But we recognized no moral obligation on us, no
inner sanction, to conform or to obey. Before heaven we claimed to be our
own judge in our own case.
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For example, D.H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover, first published in 1928,
soon became notorious for its explicit descriptions of sex, and its use of then-
unprintable words. Likewise, E.M. Forstet’s A Passage to India explored notions
of “suppressed” sexuality. As the Bloomsbury group encouraged a liberal
approach to sexuality, in 1922 Virginia Woolf met the wife of Harold Nicolson,
Vita Sackville-West, with whom she had a sexual affair. Agreeing to an open
marriage, both Sackville-West and her husband had same-sex relationships, as
did some of the people in the Bloomsbury Group. Tragically, however, modern
scholars, including her nephew and biographer, Quentin Bell, have suggested
the symptoms of mental illness she suffered from were influenced by the sexual
abuse to which she and her sister were subjected by their half-brothers George
and Gerald Duckworth, which Woolf recalls in her autobiographical essays. Until
her suicide in 1941, Woolf was afflicted with manic depression or bipolar disorder
as well as auditory hallucinations.'®

It was from these circles that the “primitivist” movement was born, that became
the hallmark of the new avant-garde movement in painting, music, and literature
during the first two decades of this century. Representative of this movement
were the cubist portraits of Picasso, the pagan-themed ballet Rize of Spring by Igor
Stravinsky, a close friend to Aldous Huxley and W.H. Auden, and the automatic
writing of Gertrude Stein’s novella Melanctha.

More than any other person, it was Gertrude Stein, who coordinated the avant-
garde art movement. Stein, a close of Bertrand Russell, started her career under
the tutelage at Harvard University under William James. At their Paris residence,
Gertrude Stein and her brother Leo had essentially inaugurated, the first museum
of modern art. Their private collection, assembled from 1904 to 1913, soon had a
worldwide reputation. Their acquisitions started with buying Gauguin’s Sunflowers and
Three Tahitians, Cézanne’s Bathers and two Renoirs. In the first half of 1905 the Steins
acquired Cézanne’s Portrait of Mme Cézanne and Delacroix’s Persens and Andromeda.
Shortly after the opening of the Salon d’Automne of 1905, the Steins acquired
Matisse’s Woman with a Hat and Picasso’s Young Girl with Basket of Flowers. By eatly
1906, Leo and Gertrude Stein’s studio had many paintings by Henri Manguin, Pierre
Bonnard, Pablo Picasso, Paul Cézanne, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Honoré Daumier,
Henri Matisse, and Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec.



10. The Modernists

Dada

There has been no more powerful a medium than modern art for communicating
a rejection of traditional values. As Larry Shiner has demonstrated in The Invention
of Art: A Cultural History, the concept of “art” is a specifically Western invention.
The pretentiousness associated with “art” is a consequence of the secularism of
the West and its need to find new modes of worship to replace the Christian God.
Since there is no commonly accepted definition of higher truth, “art” has become
the new mysticism, where artists take us to higher planes of spiritual knowledge,
expressed through their craft. It therefore becomes “art for art sake,” and not what
it has always been considered: decoration and entertainment.

Ultimately, the purported ability of art to communicate the higher truths has
been exploited as a Trojan Horse to undermine the traditional value system of the
West and its concept of “sin.” As explained by Susan Sontag,

Much of Modern Artis devoted to lowering the threshold of what is terrible.
By getting used to what formerly, we could not bear to see or hear, because
it was too shocking, painful, or embarrassing, art changes morals.!

In particular, avant-garde and modernist art was propaganda for nihilism,
coordinated by the leading exponents of the occult underground. Modernism
represents the sense of dissociation—or schizophrenia—that results from the
nihilist proposition of the absence of meaning. Because it denies man’s inherent
ability to recognize not only what is moral, but beauty itself, it deliberately opposes
traditional esthetics. By producing the ugly and the disturbing, it derives prestige
only through pretention, an elitism that suggests it can only be understood by the
educated. It garners legitimacy by purporting to explore the human condition, and
ennobles itself with a highly ambiguous term, calling itself “art.”

The Cubism of Picasso and Braque, along with the abstract art of Wassily
Kandinsky, German Expressionism and the Futurist movement of Filippo
Marinetti, provided the roots of the post-war avant-garde, which is considered to
be a hallmark of modernism. Many artists have aligned themselves with the avant-
garde movement and still continue to do so, tracing a history from Dada through
the Situationists to postmodern artists. Futurism had both anarchist and fascist
elements. From its inception, futurism was influenced by the writings of Proudhon,
Bakunin, Nietzsche and especially George Sorel of the synarchist of Action Frangaise,
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along with Charles Maurras and Maurice Barres, one of the founding members of
revived Martinist Order along with Papus.

The association of fascists, socialists and anarchists in the Futurist movement
was rooted in Sorel’s ideas about the regenerative effect of political violence, which
had adherents across the political spectrum. Marinetti later became an active
supporter of Benito Mussolini. In addition to Sorel, William James and Henri
Betgson also heavily influenced the thought of Mussolini and the Italian fascists.?
James and Bergson were in close contact with Italian protofascists such as Giovanni
Papini.” Mussolini himself cited James as an important influence, and central to the
fascist vision.* But it was not just the Italian fascists who admired James. He was
admired in Germany, in Britain amongst Oswald Mosley’s Union of British Fascists,
and also among American fascists.

Gandhi and Mussolini became friendly when they met in December 1931,
with Gandhi praising the Duce’s “service to the poor, his opposition to supet-
urbanization, his efforts to bring about a coordination between Capital and Labour,
his passionate love for his people.”” Archived documents have revealed that in
1917, Mussolini was hired by MI5 for £100 a week (the equivalent of about £6,000
today), to ensure Italy continued to fight at the side of the allies in World War I, by
publishing propaganda in his paper. Mussolini’s payments were authorized by Sir
Samuel Hoare, an MP and MI5’s representative in Rome. After the war, through
electoral fraud and the violence of his infamous blackshirts, Mussolini began his
rise to powet, establishing his fascist dictatorship by the mid-1920s.° According to
Mussolini’s Jewish girlfriend Margherita Sarfatti, Nietzsche was the transforming
factor in his conversion from socialism to fascism.”

Marinetti intended to use futurism to modernize art and society. Thus, one
of the central features of the movement was the glorification of modernity, the
main symbols being technology, the car, the airplane, and the big city. Marinetti’s
idolatry of modernity, which he called “modernolatry,” was based on the belief that
technology had fundamentally improved the capacity of human beings. Futurism
aimed to accomplish a comprehensive “revolution,” not only in different forms
of art, such as literature, theatre and music, but also in politics, fashion, cuisine,
mathematics, and in every possible aspect of life.?

Dada was begun by a group of artists and poets associated with the Cabaret
Voltaire in Zurich. Dada rejected reason and logic, celebrating nonsense, irrationality
and intuition. Dada grew out of an already vibrant artistic tradition in Eastern
Europe, particularly Romania, that was transported to Switzerland when a group of
Jewish modernist artists—Tristan Tzara, Marcel and Iuliu Janco, Arthur Segal, and
others—settled in Zurich. The Cabaret Voltaire exhibited radically experimental
artists, many of whom went on to have a profound influence, including Wassily
Kandinsky, Paul Klee, Giorgio de Chirico, Sophie Tacuber-Arp and Max Ernst.

The movement, which had political affinities with the radical left, was a protest
against the bourgeois nationalist and colonialist interests, and against the cultural
and intellectual conformity in art as well as society, which Dadaists believed were the
root cause of World War I. Dada therefore concentrated its anti-war politics through
a rejection of the prevailing standards in art through anti-art cultural works. Marcel
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Janco who is considered one of the leading Romanian Jewish intellectuals of his
generation recalled, “We had lost confidence in our culture. Everything had to be
demolished. We would begin again after the tabula rasa. At the Cabaret Voltaire we
began by shocking common sense, public opinion, education, institutions, museums,
good taste, in short, the whole prevailing order.””’

Probably the most famous work of the period was Marcel Duchamp’s Fountain,
a porcelain urinal, signed “R. Mutt.” It caused a scandal when it was submitted for
the exhibition of the Society of Independent Artists in New York in 1917, but was
rejected by the committee, after much discussion about whether the piece was art
ot not. Duchamp’s Fountain is now regarded by some art historians and theorists of
the avant-garde as a major landmark in twentieth century “art”. Duchamp therefore
later complained, “The fact that they are regarded with the same reverence as objects
of art probably means that I have failed to solve the problem of trying to do away
entirely with art.”!”

Avant-Garde

According to a Brown University press release, the magazine The New Age, under the
editorship of Alfred Richard Orage, “helped to shape modernism in literature and
the arts from 1907 to 1922°"" A friend of Aleister Crowley, Orage also personally
knew George Bernard Shaw, Bertrand Russell and Alfred North Whitehead. Orage
also worked with George Gurdjieff after he had been recommended to him by P.D.
Ouspensky, Gurdjieff’s leading student. Explaining the significance of Gurdjieff’s
influence, Peter Washington in Madame Blavatsky’s Baboon names Gurdjieff as
Blavatsky’s most important successor in a process he called “the emergence of the
Western Guru™

If Theosophy represents the idealistic tendencies in eatly-twentieth-
century BEurope—the currents of feeling which gave birth to the League of
Nations, social democracy and youth movements—Gurdjieff is part of the
complementary fascination with barbarism and primitivism which colors
the politics of fascism and works of art of Lawrence’s novels to Stravinsky’s
eatly ballets.!?

The concept for the controversial ballet the Rite of Spring by Igor Stravinsky
was developed by Russian mystic Nicholas Roerich, a close friend of Orage.
Roerich, along with his wife Helena, was the first to translate Blavatsky’s Secres
Doctrine into Russian. In 1919, the Roerichs had moved to London where they
joined the local Theosophist scene dominated by Annie Besant. A prolific artist,
Roerich’s paintings are exhibited in well-known museums around the world.
Roerich was also the author of an international pact for the protection of artistic
and academic institutions and historical sites, known as Roerich’s Pact, for which
he was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize.

According to some researchers, Roerich became a member of Papus’ Martinist
Otder while in St. Petetsburg ptior to Wotld War 1" Likewise, Roetich’s affinities
to Martinism and synarchy were also found in his link with Harvey Spencer Lewis’
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order Antiguns Mysticusque Ordo Rosae Crucis (AMORC). The order was founded in
1915 in New York, and was developed from the OTO and borrowed heavily from
Theosophy and the Golden Dawn. It claims to have been created to make public a
supposed Rose-Croix Order that originated in Ancient Mystery schools of Egypt
about 1500 BCE. AMORC further claims that Rosicrucianism was brought to
Philadelphia in 1694 under the leadership of Grand Master Johannes Kelpius, the
follower of Johann Jacob Zimmerman, who was part of the Sabbatean-connected
circle of Benjamin Futly, known as the Lantern, which included alchemists van
Helmont, Henry More, John Dury and William Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania."

As suggested by its subtitle “Pictures of Pagan Russia,” the theme for
Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring is the pagan worship of the dying-god, whose resurrection
was traditionally celebrated on Easter. In the opera, Stravinsky datred to associate
the rite with human sacrifice. When the ballet was first performed at the Theatre des
Champs-Elysees in 1913, the controversial nature of the music and choreography
caused a riot in the audience. Nevertheless, Stravinsky’s music achieved rapid success
and is regarded as signaling the birth of modernism in music.

Orage co-founded the Leeds Arts Club with Holbrook Jackson in 1903, which
mixed the work of radical thinkers like George Bernard Shaw—whom Orage had met
in 1898—as well as the philosophy of Nietzsche, Feminism, Theosophy and art and
poetry, to become a center of modernist culture in pre-World War I Britain. The Arts
Club maintained its interest in the relationship between radical politics, spiritualism
and art, in addition to early psychoanalysis and, most significantly, abstract art.

In 1907, Orage left Leeds and moved to London to edit the hugely influential
cultural and political journal The New Age. Between 1908 and 1914, The New Age was
the premier little magazine in Britain, and was instrumental in pioneering the British
avant-garde. It began in 1894 as a publication of the Christian Socialist movement,
but Orage and Jackson re-oriented it to promote the ideas of Nietzsche, Fabian
socialism and later a form of Guild socialism. Orage brought a philosophical outlook
to the paper including in particular the thought of Plato and Edward Carpenter.
The circle of The New Age contributors was highly close-knit and widely influential.
Orage and his associates were also amongst the first to acclaim the theories of Freud,
with Orage describing Freud’s ideas as “the hopeful science of the dawning era,”
celebrating it as the new form of “the gnosis of man.”®

Filippo Marinetti was a contributor to Orage’s The New Age. Marinetti had made
a number of visits to London, which he considered “the Futurist city par excellence,”
and where a number of exhibitions, lectures and demonstrations of Futurist music
were staged. Marinetti’s influence resulted in the short-lived literary magazine
called Blat. The magazine is considered emblematic of the modern art movement in
England, and is recognized as a seminal text of pre-Wotld Wat I modetrnism.'®

Blat was established by Wyndham Lewis, an English painter and author. Lewis
was one of the lovers of Beatrice Hastings, the pen name of Emily Alice Haigh, who
lived with Orage for a time. Born in London and raised in South Africa, just before
the war, Beatrice moved to Paris, where she became a figure in bohemian circles
due to her friendship with Max Jacob, one of the first friends Pablo Picasso made in
Paris. Jacob introduced Picasso to Guillaume Apollinaire, who in turn introduced
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him to Georges Braque. Jacob would become close friends with Jean Cocteau, Jean
Hugo, Christopher Wood and artist Amedeo Modigliani. A bisexual, Beatrice was a
friend and lover of Katherine Mansfield, a friend of D.H. Lawrence, whose work was
first published in The New Age. Beatrice shared an apartment in Montparnasse with
Modigliani and posed for him as well.

Lewis developed the style of geometric abstraction for which he is best known
today. The style, which his friend Ezra Pound dubbed “Vorticism,” was influenced
by the Futurism of Marinetti."” Ezra Pound, whose poetry was featured in Blat, was
an expatriate American and a major figure of the early modernist movement. Pound,
a close friend of Yeats, helped discover and shape the work of contemporaries such
as T.S. Eliot, James Joyce, Robert Frost and Ernest Hemingway. He became friendly
with Marcel Duchamp, Tristan Tzara, Fernand Léger and others of the Dada and
Surrealist movements, as well as Basil Bunting, Hemingway and his wife Hadley.
Pound came to believe that the cause of World War I was finance capitalism, that
fascism was the vehicle for reform and that the solution lay in the idea of social credit
of C.H. Douglas, whom he met in 7be New Age offices. After World War 1, Jackson
introduced Orage to Douglas, who developed the philosophy social credit, and who
subsequently wrote economics articles for The New Age.

Outraged by the brutality of the World War I, Pound lost faith in England,
and moved to Italy in 1924 where, throughout the 1930s and 1940s, he embraced
Mussolini’s fascism, expressed support for Adolf Hitler and wrote for publications
owned by Oswald Mosley, another leading member of the Children of the Sun. A
devotee of Aleister Crowley, Mosley was the founder of the British Union of Fascists.”®
In 1920, Mosley married Lady Cynthia Curzon, daughter of Round Tabler, Lord
Curzon. Cynthia died in 1933, after which Mosley married his mistress Diana Mitford,
one of the six infamous Mitford sisters, who achieved contemporary notoriety for
their controversial and stylish lives. Diana and Oswald married in secret in Germany
in 1936, in the Berlin home of Joseph Goebbels, where Hitler was one of the guests.

Diana’s sister, Jessica Mitford, married Esmond Romilly, who was a nephew-by-
marriage of Sir Winston Churchill. Unity Mitford (1914-1948), who was conceived
in the town of Swastika, Ontario where her family had gold mines, was famous for
her adulation of and friendship with Hitler. She shot herself in the head days after
Britain declared war on Germany, but failed to kill herself and eventually died of
pneumococcal meningitis at West Highland Cottage Hospital, Oban. However,
investigative journalist Martin Bright, as revealed in an article in The New Statesman,
has discovered evidence suggesting that Unity may have faked her injuries to hide the
fact that she was carrying Hitler’s child."”

Another contributor was British physician Havelock Ellis (1859 —1939). He
joined The Fellowship of the New Life in 1883, meeting other social reformers like
Karl Marx’s daughter Eleanor, Edward Carpenter, George Bernard Shaw and Annie
Besant. Ellis served as president of the Galton Institute and supported eugenics. He
served as vice-president to the Eugenics Education Society and wrote:

Eventually, it seems evident, a general system, whether private or public,
whereby all personal facts, biological and mental, normal and morbid, are
duly and systematically registered, must become inevitable if we are to
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have a real guide as to those persons who are most fit, or most unfit to
carry on the race.”

Ellis is considered the founding father of sexology, and to have challenged
the sexual “taboos” of his era regarding masturbation and homosexuality and
supposedly revolutionized the conception of sex in his time. The 1897 English
translation of Ellis” book Sexual Inversion, was the first English medical textbook on
homosexuality, describing the sexual relations of homosexual males, including men
with boys. Ellis married the English writer and proponent of women’s rights, Edith
Lees. From the beginning, their marriage was unconventional, as Edith was openly
lesbian. Their “open marriage” was the central subject in Ellis’ autobiography My
Life. Ellis also developed psychological concepts such as autoerotism and narcissism,
later developed further by Sigmund Freud.

Other contributors included Hilaire Belloc, most notable for his Catholic faith
and his writing collaboration with G.K. Chesterton. G.K. Chesterton, a friend
of Oscar Wilde and George Bernard Shaw, was an English writer and Christian
apologist, well known for his fictional priest-detective Father Brown. Among
Chesterton’s best-remembered poems are from his humorous Cautionary Tales for
Children. Another contributor was Marmaduke Pickthall, a novelist esteemed by
D.H. Lawrence, H.G. Wells and E.M. Forster, and the translator of an important
version of the Quran. Pickthall declared his conversion to Islam after delivering a
talk on “Islam and Progress” in 1917, to the Muslim Literary Society in Notting
Hill, West London. He was also involved with the services of the Working Muslim
Mission of the Ahmadiyya movement. The mission’s Working Mosque was built by
a Jewish orientalist Dr. Gottlieb Wilhelm Leitner in 1889.

New Age contributors also included other Jewish authors of paradoxical
sympathies. There was David Eder, a British psychoanalyst, Zionist and Fabian, best
known for advancing psychoanalytic studies in Great Britain. Anthony Ludovici,
a British philosopher, and private secretary to sculptor Auguste Rodin, became a
student of New Age contributor Dr. Oscar Levy, a German Jewish physician and
writer. Levy is now known as a scholar of Nietzsche, and editor of The Complete
Waorks of Friedrich Nietzsche. He wrote on and against Judaism, having been influenced
by the racialist theories of Arthur de Gobineau, although he also admired Benjamin
Disraeli, the first Jewish Prime Minister of England.

Black Hand

One of the most important contributors was Bosnian-Serb mystic Dimitrije
Mitrinovic, who while at Munich University, was linked with Wassily Kandinsky
and the Blaue Reiter group. Also, extracts of Kandinsky’s “On the Spiritual In Art”
were published in The New Age. Kandinsky was also close friends with Rainer Maria
Rilke’s associate Thomas de Hartmann, who also collaborated with Gurdjieff. As
well as being influenced by Peter Ouspensky and Gurdjieff, Mitrinovic also shared
a mutual acquaintance with Orage in Aleister Crowley, who reported in his diary of
having met Mittinovic in Betlin in 1931.%
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As a young man Mitrinovic was active in the Young Bosnia movement, inspired
by the various Young movements founded by Mazzini. The group, which opposed
the Austro-Hungarian empire, sought the assistance of the Serbian government and
received assistance by the Black Hand, a covert organization founded by the Serbian
Army, and which had ties to Freemasonry. Ostensibly in retaliation against Austria’s
1908 annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina, which the Serbs had claimed for themselves,
the Black Hand was responsible for the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
of Austria, in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914 which precipitated World War 1.

Mitrinovic’s utopian and messianic ideas were brought to the attention of the
public in Orage’s The New Age but also in The New Atlantis, which Mitrinovic edited.
Being in favour of the building of a universal utopia, like many of the leading
minds of his time, Mitrinovic was an advocate of such quasi-fascistic ideas as Guild
Socialism, Jackson’s Social Credit, and shared in the synarchist aspiration of creating
a Pan-European community. In developing his concepts, Mitrinovic drew on the
ideas of Fabre d’Olivet, the French Martinist and astrologer. D’Olivet had been
hired by Napoleon as one of his advisors, and an important influence on Eliphas
Lévi and Saint-Yves d’Alveydre through whom he, in turn, influenced Papus.

Mitrinovic’s theories anticipated those of the transhumanists, a he viewed the
world and humanity as a developing organism or, in his own words, “as one great
mind in process of becoming self-conscious.”* Toward his vision, Kandinsky had
collaborated with Mitrinovic in 1914 in establishing a yearbook titled “Towards
the Mankind of the Future through Aryan Europe.” According to his biographer
Andrew Rigby, Mitrinovic’s scheme of the evolution of history of the world
and humanity was adopted from Blavatsky’s The Secret Doctrine and developed by
Rudolf Steiner.” For Mitrinovic, each successive stage in the evolution of human
consciousness was associated with the eugenic development of race, moving
geographically from East to West, from China and India, through the Middle East,
Greece, Rome, to Europe and America.

Reflecting the synarchist aspiration for the creation of a European Union,
Mitrinovic explained that, “...there is no doubt that this divine function is
performed by Europe. Europe is chosen ... both by Providence and Destiny, and
must be finally chosen also by the Will of Humanity, to become the continent of
the world’s synthesis, the organ of the unification of the body of man.”* Only
Europe and the Aryan race could “establish a functional world system in which
each of the races and nations is called upon to play its natural and organic part.”
“The Federation of Europe, the synthesis of Europe, is the primary condition of
the Alliance of Humanity, of the world-synthesis.” ¢

Despite the anti-Semitic overtones of his theories, Mitrinovic placed particular
attention on the role played by the Jews:

...from the colored race of “Egypt” a particular people, the Jews or
Israel, was “chosen” for the “mission” of becoming White; that this
tremendous eugenic task necessitated “exodus” from “Egypt” (in other
words, segregation from the doubt, symbolic of actual physiological or
psychological sublimations and the Divine rule in preparation for their role

as the inheritors or ruling race of the kingdom of the world. *
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Towards his aims, Mitrinovic maintained correspondence with Henri Bergson,
H.G. Wells, Maxim Gorky, Maurice Maeterlinck, Pablo Picasso, Filippo Marinetti,
Anatole France, George Bernard Shaw, and Knut Hamsun. Mitrinovic also
approached a number of potential Jewish contributors, including composer Arnold
Schoenberg, Kabbalah scholar Gershom Scholem and Zionist and existentialist
Martin Buber, a relative of Katl Marx.?®

Buber extolled Nietzsche as a “creator” and “emissary of life.””” Nietzsche’s
philo-Semitism, which called for the mixing of the Prussian military officer class
with the most intellectual Jews, and his violently anti-populist opposition to pan-
German volkism, had a distinct appeal for many early Zionists. Theodore Herzl
incorporated Nietzschean ideas of honor, personal authenticity, and statecraft into
his Zionist philosophy. Nietzsche and Herzl both opposed the Christian God as
the degeneration of the primordial, Dionysian Deity of Yahweh, the tribal God of
Israel instead of the passive sufferer of cosmopolitan Christianity.

Mitrinovic founded the Adler’s Society (the English Branch of the International
Society for Individual Psychology), with Hungarian-born Jew, Alfred Adler, the
founder of the school of individual psychology. Adler had also been assisted in
his work with his patients by Aleister Crowley.” In collaboration with Freud and
a small group of Freud’s colleagues, Adler was among the co-founders of the
psychoanalytic movement and a core member of the Vienna Psychoanalytic Society.
To Freud, Adler was “the only personality there.””! Adler is considered, along with
Freud and Jung, to be one of the three founding figures of depth psychology, which
emphasizes the unconscious and psychodynamics, and thus to be one of the three
great psychologist/philosophers of the twentieth century.

Surrealism

After the fighting in World War I ended, Julius Evola (1898 — 1974), the most
important personality in Traditionalism after Guénon, was attracted to the avant-
garde and briefly associated with the Futurist movement of Filippo Marinetti. Evola
was an occultist, philosopher and important figure in the synarchist history of the
Italian right. His influences included Plato, Jacob Boechme, Arthur de Gobineau,
Friedrich Nietzsche and Oswald Spengler, whose Decline of the West he later translated
into Italian. Evola authored books covering themes such as Hermeticism, the
metaphysics of war, sex magic, Tantra, Buddhism, Taoism and the Holy Grail.

Evola later became the leading representative of Dadaism in Italy through
his painting and poetry, and a personal friend of Tristan Tzara (born Samuel or
Samy Rosenstock), best known for being one of the founders and central figures
of the movement. As a result of his campaigning, Tzara created a list of so-called
“Dada presidents,” who represented various regions of Europe. According to Hans
Richter, it included, alongside Tzara himself, figures ranging from Max Ernst,
Andté Breton, Evola and Igor Stravinsky.*

André Breton was the leader of the Surrealist movement that developed out
of the Dada activities during World War I, and the most important center of
the movement was Paris. From the 1920s onward, the movement spread around
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the globe, eventually affecting the visual arts, literature, film and music of many
countries and languages, as well as political thought and practice, philosophy,
and social theory. André Breton was explicit in his assertion that Surrealism was,
above all, a revolutionary movement. The surrealists also looked to the Marxist
dialectic and the work of such Frankfurt School exponents as Walter Benjamin
and Herbert Marcuse.

All the French poets admired by the surrealists, such as Hugo, Nerval,
Baudelaire, Rimbaud, Lautramont, Mallarme, Jarry and Apollinaire, and
the utopian socialists as well, can be linked to the occultism of Swedenborg
and Eliphas Lévi. ¢ Breton was profoundly influenced by Levi who wrote,
“imagination applied to reason is genius.” For Breton all art, even the most
realistic, has its origin in magic. But art which is specifically magical is that which
tepresents the triumph of the mind over outer reality.”* As a way of tapping into
the “irrational,” the Surrealists began experimenting with automatic writing, or
automatism, a sort of stream of consciousness effort, and published the writings,
as well as accounts of dreams. As indicated by Nadia Choucha in Surrealism and
the Occult: Shamanism, Magic, Alchemy, and the Birth of an Artistic Movement, ““The
technique of automatism, borrowed both from the psychological technique of
free association and from spiritualist medium, was considered to be the best way
of releasing creativity and inspiration.””

Also affiliated with the Surrealists was George Bataille, who was heavily
influenced by Hegel, Freud, Marx, the Marquis de Sade and Friedrich Nietzsche,
the last of whom he defended in a notable essay against appropriation by the
Nazis.*® In “Nietzsche’s Madness,” Bataille says, “He who has once undetstood
that in madness alone lies man’s completion, is thus led to make a clear choice not
between madness and reason, but between the lie of ‘a nightmare of justifiable
snores,’ and the will to self-mastery and victory.”?’

De Sade, after whom the words “sadism” and “sadist” were derived, is best
known for the execrable The 120 Days of Sodom. Written in 1785, it tells the story of four
wealthy debauched lechers who resolve to experience unbridled sexual gratification
in orgies. They lock themselves away for four months in an inaccessible castle,
with a harem of 46 victims, mostly young male and female teenagers, and engage
four female brothel keepers to recount their lives and adventures. The women’s
stories form the inspiration for the sexual abuse and torture of the victims, which
gradually mounts in intensity and ends in their slaughter.

Fascinated by human sacrifice, Bataille founded a secret society, Acéphale, the
symbol of which was a headless man. According to legend, Bataille and the other
members of Acéphale each agreed to be the sacrificial victim as an inauguration,
though none of them would agtee to be the executioner.™ Members of the society
were also invited to meditation on texts of Nietzsche, Freud and de Sade. The
core of Bataile’s work is characteristic of writers who have been categorized
within “literature of transgression.” His novel Histoire de /'veil (“Story of the Eye”),
published under the pseudonym Lord Auch (literally, Lord “to the shithouse,” was
initially read as pure pornography, while B/ue of Noon, which had autobiographical

undertones, explored incest, necrophilia, and politics.
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Evola was introduced to Traditionalism around 1927 after he joined the
Theosophical League founded by Arturo Reghini, a Roman occultist immersed
in alchemy, magic and theurgy, and who was a correspondent of Guénon. In 1902,
Reghini was initiated into the Rite of Memphis of Palermo and in 1905 founded in
Florence the Lucifer lodge, officially part of the Grand Orient of Italy. The Grand
Orient of Italy was founded in 1805, and both Garibaldi and Mazzini had been
Grand Masters.”” In 1912, Reghini entered the Supreme Council of the Universal
Philosophic Rite of Italy, and in 1914 and in 1921 became part of the Supreme
Council of the 33° of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.

In 1927, Reghini, Evola and other occultists founded the Gruppo di Ur,
which performed rituals intended to inspire Italy’s fascist regime with the spirit
of imperial Rome. Evola sought to transform fascism as outlined in his book
Imperialismo Pagano (“Pagan Imperialism”), in which he celebrated the ideal of
ancient Rome, denounced the Christian church and the secular universalism of
American democracy as well as Soviet communism, and urged the fascist regime
to conduct an anti-Christian, pagan revolution.

The Ur group included Maria Naglowska, a Russian occultist who wrote and
taught sex magic.*” She was rumored to have been initiated by Hassidic Jews or by
Rasputin, or by the Russian sect of the Khlysty to which Rasputin was rumored to
belong.* Khlysty practiced secking the attainment of divine grace for sin in ecstatic
rituals that were rumored to sometimes turn into sexual orgies.”? Naglowska’s occult
teaching centered on what she called the Third Term of the Trinity, in which the
Holy Spirit of the classic Christian trinity is recognized as the “divine feminine.”
Her practices supposedly aimed to bring about a “reconciliation” of the light and
dark forces in nature through the sexual union of the male and female.

Naglowska moved to Rome around 1920 where she became acquainted with
Evola.” In 1929, she moved to Paris where she conducted occult seminars on her
ideas on sex magic. Attendance at these sessions included notable avant-garde
writers and artists such as Evola, William Seabrook, Man Ray and André Breton.
These gatherings eventually led to the establishment of the Confrerie de la Fleche
d’Or (Brothethood of the Golden Arrow).* During her time in Patis, she also
published a newspaper called La Fleche (“The Arrow”) to which she and other
occultists, including Evola, contributed articles. The newspaper also featured her
own “Green Dragon” grimoire.

Evola, in his book Eros Mysteries of Love: The Metaphysics of Sex, claimed that
Naglowska often wrote for shock effect, noting her “deliberate intention to
scandalize the reader through unnecessarily dwelling on Satanism.” Naglowska
referred to herself as “a Satanic woman” and proclaimed that “Reason is in the
service of Satan.” She explicitly encouraged her disciples to imagine Satan as a
force within humanity rather than as an external actual evil, destructive spirit.*®
One ritual for which there exists a first-hand account recalls that the ceremony
included a naked Naglowska lying supine upon the altar, while a male initiate places
a chalice upon her genitalia and proclaims, “I will strive by any means to illuminate
myself, with the aid of a woman who knows how to love me with virgin love... I will
research with companions the initiatory erotic act, which, by transforming the heat
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into light arouses Lucifer from the satanic shades of masculinity.”

In 1931, Naglowska compiled, translated and published in French a collection
of writings by Paschal Beverly Randolph, who had a profound influence on
the Hermetic Brotherhood of Light. Her publication of Randolph’s previously
little known teachings was the source of his subsequent influence in European
magic.”® As noted in the “Lexique succinct de lerotisme,” in the catalog of the
1959 International Surrealist Exhibition in Paris, the surrealists were influenced
by Naglowska,* and Randolph was also profiled in the Succinct Lexicon of Eroticism,
published in the same 1959 catalog, which was devoted to the theme of Eros. The
sketch, which mentioned Naglowska, was written at the request of André Breton
by Gerard Legrand, who assisted Breton in his last major work, IArt Magigue
(“Magic Art”), in 1957.

Evola reflected the synarchist belief in the right to rule of adepts of secret
societies. According to Evola, the superior priestly class of the world of Tradition
was not merely a professional priesthood, but royalty itself because, in Evola’s view,
temporal power proceeded from spiritual authority. Alluding to the theurgic nature
of ancient magical ritual, Evola regards kings and the priestly caste as performing
the sacred rites that connected human society to the gods: “The supernatural
element was the foundation of the idea of a traditional patriciate and of legitimate
royalty: What constituted an ancient aristocrat was not metrely a biological legacy or
a racial selection, but rather a sacred tradition.”’

In 1934, Julius Evola addressed the Herrenclub in Betlin, of which he wrote,
“there I was to find my natural milieu” The Hetrenclub included important
industrialists who supported the Nazi cause, like Fritz Thyssen and politicians like
Hjalmar Schacht who as head of the Reichsbank was a key actor in the rise of Nazi
power leading up to the war. After the Italian surrender to the Allied forces in 1943,
Evola moved to Germany where he spent the remainder of war and also worked
as a researcher on Freemasonty for the SS Abnenerbe in Vienna. Evola held the SS,
which Himmler strove to design according to the model of the Teutonic Order, to
be the kind of ascetic-military organization bound by the principles of “loyalty”
and “honor,” which he deemed the basis of the new state.
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Protocols of Zion

Nietzsche’s sister and chief promoter Elisabeth would enthusiastically dub Hitler
the “superman” her brother had predicted.! In 1932, she received a bouquet of
roses from Hitler during a German premiere of Benito Mussolini’s 100 Days, and
in 1934 Hitler personally presented her with a wreath for Nietzsche’s grave carrying
the words “To A Great Fighter.” Also in 1934 Elisabeth gave to Hitler Nietzsche’s
favorite walking stick, and Hitler was photographed gazing into the eyes of a white
marble bust of his idol. Heinrich Hoffmann’s biography, Hitler as Nobody Knows Him,
featured the photo with the caption: “The Fihrer before the bust of the German
philosopher whose ideas have fertilized two great popular movements: the National
Socialist of Germany and the Fascist of Italy.”?

It is evident why the Nazis regarded Nietzsche as articulating their own
ambitions. To Nietzsche, notions of evil derive mainly from subjugated peoples
envious of their masters. This tradition, which he calls “slave morality,” he
traced to the Judaic tradition, and contrasts it with the wild and life-affirming
Aryan tradition. In The Genealogy of Morals, Nietzsche introduces one of his most
controversial images, the “blond beast,” which he compares to a beast of prey,
“splendidly roaming around in its lust for loot and victory.” In Thus Spake Zarathustra,
Nietzsche declared that the preservation of the Superman is the highest good and
justifies: “the greatest evil.”

The Nazis were the first political expression of the eugenics of Nietzschean
social Darwinism, and the occult beliefs that would come to be collectively referred
to as the doctrines of the New Age. The bizarre beliefs of the Nazis were not a
sudden anomaly, but an extension of Sabbatean occult traditions by way of the
group within the SRIA headed by Edward Bulwer-Lytton, who were recognizable
by their use of the swastika, which they identified with the red cross of the
Rosicrucians. The doctrines of the Nazis merged the ideas of Bulwer-Lytton’s The
Coming Race and the theory of the Atlantean origins of the Aryans developed by
Blavatsky. Thus, Nazi teachings were founded on the idea that the Aryan race
colonized Central Asia, where they were responsible for transmitting the so-called
“Oriental Kabbalah,” which survived in Tibetan Buddhism.

According to Rabbi Antelman, Hitler was the deliberate creation of a ritual
participated in by his mother, Klara Polzl, and a Sabbatean Frankist.? In fact, Hitlet’s
Jewish and African ancestry has been confirmed through recent genetic studies.’
In Adolf Hitler: Founder of Israel, Hennecke Kardel quotes a book called Before Hitler
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Came, by a German Jew named Dietrich Bronder, which claims that not only Hitler,
but his leading associates were all also Jewish. As Abraham Duker noted, given the
extent of their assimilation into Christian societies, “It is not by accident that the
Nazi encyclopedia, Sigilla 1/7ei had nothing to say about the Frankists. Evidently the
Nazi genealogists preferred to leave them alone, fearful that such revelations might
embarrass many persons of importance.””

Mark Rigg, author of Hitler’s Jewish Soldiers, had revealed that a surprisingly
large number of German military men were classified by the Nazis as Jews
or “partial-Jews” (Mischlinge) in the wake of racial laws first enacted in the
mid-1930s. Numerous “exemptions” were made in order to allow a soldier to
stay in the service or to spare his family or other relatives from incarceration
or extermination. Hitler’s own signature can be found on many of these
“exemption” orders. Rigg demonstrates that the actual number was far higher
than previously suspected, being perhaps as many as 150,000 Jewish men who
served in the Nazi regime, including decorated veterans and high-ranking
officers, even generals and admirals.

The Sabbatean influence behind the rise of the Nazi Party seems to follow
the devious plot outlined by Theodor Herzl, the founder of modern Zionism,
to inflame anti-Semitism, and to serve the cause for the creation of the State of
Israel. Most problematic for the Sabbateans was the fact that Orthodox Judaism
is fundamentally anti-Zionist, seeing the ideology of Zionism as diametrically
opposed to the teaching of the Torah. As well, Orthodox Jews have continued
to oppose the Zionist administration of the State of Israel, with its emphasis on
militarism and nationalism, as destructive of the Judaic way of life.

As Zionism was originally a secular movement, it rejected Jewish tradition,
but nevertheless employed Jewish themes of redemption to resonate with other
Jews. Thus, reflecting the Frankist-inspired secularizing influences and rejection of
Judaism, Zeev Jabotinsky wrote in HaAretz in 1919, “In the national home, we’ll
declare those Jews who fail to rid themselves of the rust of exile, and refuse to shave
their beards and side-locks, second-class citizens. We will not give them the right
to vote.”® As noted by the authots of a documentary in Hebrew titled, Herg/ and
Zionism, “in fact, the Zionists used religious terminology to make the observant Jews
enthusiastic about the Zionist concept, while their actual intention was as a state
which would defy every principle of the religion.””

Referring to the stereotype of “the Jews” that became typical of Nazi anti-
Semitism, Herzl said, “the wealthy Jews control the world. In their hands lies the fate
of the governments and nations. They set governments one against the other, and by
their decree governments make peace. When the wealthy Jews play, the nations and
the rulers dance. One way or the other, they get rich.”® He suggested, “indeed anti-
Semitism, a powerful and deep-rooted strength of mass-sub-consciousness will not
harm the Jews. I find it helps build the Jewish character — group edification of the
masses — an education good for bringing about its assimilation. The assimilation
is achieved only through troubles. The Jews will adapt.”® He therefore concluded,
“an excellent idea enters my mind, to attract outright anti-Semites, and make them
destroyers of Jewish wealth.”!



The Blond Beast 115

Precisely this portrayal of Jewish influence was put forth in the notorious Profocols
of the Learned Elders of Zion, which historian Norman Cohn characterized as Hitler’s
“Warrant for Genocide.” The purported minutes of a Zionist meeting outlined a
Judeo-Masonic conspiracy to rule the world. As demonstrated in Black Terror White
Soldiers, the Protocols were a product of members of the Rite of Memphis-Misraim and
based on the activities of the A/iance Israélite Universelle, to which belonged the Order
of Zion. In the mid 1930s, Russian testimony in the Berne Trial, a famous trial held
in Berne, Switzetland between 1933 and 1935, linked Pyotr Rachkovsky, the head
of the Okhrana, the Russian secret service, to the emergence of the Profocols. The
purported forgers in Rachkovsky’s circle were also said to have made use of an earlier
version of the Profocols discovered by Papus.!

It is believed that the basis for the Profocols were initially written by Papus,
when he reported on a conspiracy on the part of Maitre Philippe and his supporters
against Tsar Nicholas IT of Russia. Papus shared a series of Protocols of the sittings of the
secret Masonic Lodges, who had swotn to destroy the Russian imperial family.'* Their
attacks were directed at important figures in the Russian government, specifically
Rachkovsky and his sponsor, Count Sergei Witte, a cousin to Blavatsky, as well as
close ally of Prince Ukhtomskii, a supportet of Lama Dotjieff.”> According to Papus:

It does not see that in all conflicts whether arising within or between
nations, there are at the side of the apparent actors hidden movers who by
their self-interested calculations make these conflicts inevitable. ...
Everything which happens in the confused evolution of nations is thus
prepared in secret with the goal of securing the supremacy of a few men;
and it is these few men, sometimes famous, sometimes unknown, who must
be sought behind all public events.

Now, today, supremacy is ensured by the possession of gold. It is the financial
syndicates who hold at this moment the secret threads of European politics. ..
A few years ago there was thus founded in Europe a financial syndicate,
today all-powerful, whose supreme aim is to monopolise all the markets
of the world, and which in order to facilitate its activities has to acquire
political influence.™

The Protocols were first published in 1905, by Professor Sergei Nilus, an official
of the Department of Foreign Religions in Moscow. Nilus later claimed in 1917
to have learned from authoritative sources that the Protocols were a strategic
plan presented by Theodor Herzl to the First Zionist Congress, held in 1897 in
Basel, Switzerland."”® He claimed to have treceived his copy in 1901, through an
acquaintance of his, who assured him it was a faithful translation of the original
documents, which a woman had stolen from one of the highest and most influential
leaders of the Freemasons at a secret meeting somewhere in France.

When Victor Marsden, Russian correspondent for The London Morning Post,
first translated the Profocols into English in 1920, they were widely accepted as
genuine. However, in August 1921, The Times of London published an article by
Philip Graves who claimed to have determined that the Profocols were plagiarized
from a work of 1864 by Maurice Joly, titled Dialogue in Hell Between Machiavelli and
Montesquien. Joly was a protégé of Adolph Cremicux, one of the founders of the
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Alliance Israélite Universelle, as well as Supreme Council of the Rite of Misraim, and
Grand Master of Scottish Rite Freemasonry.'® Joly was himself a Jew, a lifelong
Freemason and also a member of the Rite of Misraim.!’

According to Bolton and Marsden, in 1844, Yuliana Glinka hired Joseph
Schorst-Shapiro, a member of Joly’s Misraim Lodge to obtain sensitive information,
putchasing from him a copy of the Profoco/s.'® Glinka subsequently gave them to a
friend who passed them on to Nilus. Glinka was an agent of Rachkovsky in Paris,
and a personal companion to H.P. Blavatsky."” The Protocols were first mentioned in
the Russian press in April 1902 by the Saint Petersburg newspaper Novoye remya,
written by a famous conservative publicist Mikhail Menshikov who, “reported how
the lady of fashion [Yuliana] had invited him to her house to see the document of
vast importance. Seated in an elegant apartment and speaking perfect French, the
lady informed him that she was in direct contact with the world beyond the grave and
proceeded to induct him into the mysteries of Theosophy... Finally, she initiated him
into the mysteries of the Protocols.”’*

Thule Society

According to Peter Levenda, author of Unboly Alliance, the racial theories of
Theosophy would have been mediated to Nazism from the Golden Dawn by
way of the OTO of Aleister Crowley. Crowley famously wrote in a 1933 article
for the Sunday Dispatch that “before Hitler was, I am.”*' Crowley later boasted
that in Hermann Rauschning’s Hitler Speaks, a book intended to reveal Hitler’s
nihilism, fanaticism and warmongering and unstable personality, Hitler seemed
to be quoting from his own The Book of the Law.** According to his Jewish
homosexual lover Victor Neuburg, Crowley confided to Aldous Huxley when
they met in Berlin in 1938 that Hitler was a practicing occultist, and also claimed
that the OTO had helped the Nazis to gain power.”> One member of Hitler’s
inner circle claimed that several meetings took place between Crowley and Hitler,
a claim repeated by René Guénon. In a letter to Julius Evola, his leading heir
in Traditionalism and would become the chief philosopher of post-war occult
fascism, Guénon suggested that Crowley “had probably gone to Berlin to assume
the role of Hitlet’s secret advisor.”**

As detailed in Black Terror White Soldiers and also by Israeli researcher Elad
Pressman, the paradoxical link between the Nazis and the Sabbateans was reinforced
through the career of Rudolf von Sebottendorf, the founder of the Thule Society,
from which the Nazi Party emerged.? French writer Jean Robin, like fellow French
author Rene Alleau, shows that Sebottendorf’s central idea was to form a militant
sect of devotees comparable with the Ismaili Fedayeen (Assassins) guided by their
spiritual leader, the Old Man of the Mountain.*

In 1901, Sebottendorf travelled to Turkey where he joined the Freemasons and
the Bektashi Sufis of the Dénmeh sect, the Sabbateans of Turkey.”” Through his
relations with the Bektashi, Sebottendorf’s theories were related to Pan-Turkism,
the Turkish version of Nazi race theories. Pan-Turkism was first called for in the
1860s by a Hungarian Zionist Arminius Vambery, an agent of Lord Palmerston,
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and source for Golden Dawn member Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Vambery was inspired
by Alexander Csoma de Ko&rés, who was an important source for Blavatsky, and
the first in the West to mention Shambhala, which he regarded as the source of
the Turkish people, and which he situated in the Altai mountains and Xinjiang.
Through the influence of the Bektashi Sufis, Pan-Turkism aspired to reviving
shamanism as the true religion of the Turkish heritage.

According to historian Marc David Baer, the Young Turks, another organization
modeled by Mazzini’s Young movements, and who were largely composed of
Dénmeh, “wholeheartedly embraced theories of race, although they rearranged
the hierarchies to place Turks on top. By 1906, Turkish nationalism based on
the pseudoscientific race theories of Europe had become the guiding ideology
of the CUP.”* Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the Young Turks
expanded on the ambitions of Pan-Turkism and tried to replace the lost legacy with
a new Turkish commonwealth. The legend of Agartha was therefore promulgated
by Ataturk, who sought to create a sense of nationalism to replace the religion of
Islam as the primary identity of the new Turkish secular regime.”

The legend of Agartha connects Pan-Turkism to the Nazi’s Thule. Inspired by
Greco-Roman geographers who located the mythical land “Thule” in the furthest
north, Nazi mystics identified it as the capital of ancient Hyperborea, as a lost ancient
landmass supposedly near Greenland or Iceland. According to Jean-Claude Frére,
author of Nagisme et Sociétiés Secretés, the people of Hyperborea, after migrating to the
Gobi Desert over 6000 years ago, founded a new center which they named Agartha.*
These ideas also derived from Ignatius L. Donnelly’s earlier speculation of a lost
landmass that had once existed in the Atlantic that was the home of the Aryan race,
represented by the distribution of swastika motifs. It was Louis Jacolliot, in The Sons of
God, who linked Bulwer-Lyttons” “Vril” with the subterranean people of Thule, who
he thought would harness its power to become supermen and rule the world.

The Thule Society also adopted the swastika through the influence of Guido
von List, an important early ideologue of German Ariosophy. List was strongly
influenced by the Theosophical thought of Madame Blavatsky. In the 1890s, List
was involved with a Viennese literary society, which included Rudolf Steiner and
Lanz von Liebenfels (1874 — 1954). Lanz had been a monk in the Cistercian order,
but was finally expelled in 1899 for acts of “carnal love.” Lanz was also the founder
of the Order of New Templars (Ordo Novi Templi, or ONT), an offshoot of the
OTO, which practiced tantric sex rituals.”

List founded the List Society, which began to attract distinctive members,
including the complete membership of the Vienna Theosophical Society, and its
president Franz Hartmann, who was also one of the founding members of the
OTO. Hartmann was an important figure of the German occult revival, which
owed its inception to the popularity of theosophy during the 1880. Hartmann
became associated at one time as a co-worker of Blavatsky at Adyar, India and a
member of a theosophical society founded in Vienna in 1887, along with the young
Rudolf Steiner, who would later found the break-away Anthroposophical Society.
A German Theosophical Society, as a branch of the International Theosophical
Brotherhood, was then established in 1896, with Hartmann as its president.
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Hartmann’s periodical Lotusbliiten (“Lotus Blossoms”) was the first German
publication to use the theosophical swastika on its cover.

List’s Ariosophy and his prophecy that a “German Messiah” would save
Germany after World War I became popular among members of the Thule Society,
which sponsored the Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (DAP), “German Workers Party,”
which was later reorganized by Adolf Hitler into the National Socialist German
Workers’ Party (NSDAP or Nazi Party). While there is no proof that Hitler belonged
to the Thule Society, according to Hitler biographer Ian Kershaw, the organization’s
“membership list... reads like a Who’s Who of early Nazi sympathizers and leading
figures in Munich,” including Rudolf Hess, Dietrich Eckart and his protégé Alfred
Rosenberg, the chief ideologue of the Nazi party and early publicist of the Profocols
of Zion, who established their status at the core of the Nazi philosophy.*

Green Dragon Society

Rudolf Hess’s mentor was German general Karl Haushofer who developed Hitler’s
geopolitical strategy. Haushofer was introduced to Hitler by Hess in 1923, while
Hitler was in prison for his failed Putsch, and when Hitler became chancellor in
1933, he adopted geopolitics as his policy for the Aryan race to conquer Eastern
Europe, Russia, and Central Asia. But Haushofet’s theories also had an occult basis,
as reported by Pauwels and Bergier, authors of The Morning of the Magicians. The
authors claim that Haushofer was also a member of the Luminous Lodge, a secret
Buddhist society in Japan, as well as the Thule Society.

Haushofer proclaimed the necessity of “a return to the sources” of the
human race in Central Asia, the purported home of the “Oriental Kabbalah,”
which formed the central core of his ideas. Whoever could control these sources,
Haushofer believed, could control the world. He therefore advocated the Nazi
colonization of the area in order that Germany could have access to its hidden
centers of power. The key would be finding the forefathers of the Aryans, the
guardians of the secrets of Vril.??

Pauwels, a former student of Gurdjieff, in his book Monsienr Gurdjieff; asserts
that Haushofer was one of the “Searchers After Truth” that Gurdjieff speaks of in
Meetings with Remarkeable Men. Haushofer was supposed to have been with Gurdjieff
in Tibet, and it was then that Gurdjieff supposedly advised Haushofer to adopt the
symbol of the swastika.’* Dietrich Brondet in Bevor Hitler kam also claimed that
Haushofer met Gurdjieff at least three times between 1903 and 1908 in Tibet, and
was supposed to have initiated Haushofer into the Tibetan mysteries.

The Thule Society, alleged Bronder, was also to have established contact with
the secret monastic orders of Tibet through a small colony of Tibetan Buddhists,
which was established at Berlin in 1928. According to Pauwels and Bergier, the
Thule Society sought to make a pact with Shambhala, but only Agarthi agreed
to offer help. Already by 1926, explained the authors, there were colonies of
Hindus and Tibetans in Munich and Berlin, called the Society of Green Men, in
astral connection with the Green Dragon Society in Japan to which Haushofer
belonged. The leader of the Society of Green Men was a Tibetan lama, known as



The Blond Beast 119

“the man with green gloves,” who supposedly visited Hitler frequently and held
the keys of Agharti.’

A 1933 book Les Sept Tetes du Dragon Vert (“The Seven Heads of the Green
Dragon”) by Teddy Legrand also makes mention of a Society of the Green Dragon,
comprised of Tibetan Lamas who were secretly guiding the aspirations of the Nazi
party. “Teddy Legrand” was a pseudonym, the author’s real name being Pierre
Mariel, a journalist with ties to French intelligence. Mariel was also a one-time
French grand master of AMORC and a member of the Martinist Order, which he
hinted was responsible for the French Revolution and other later political upheavals,
and which might have had links to the Green Dragon.*

In the book, two brother spies are inspired by their shared curiosity about
an object supposedly found on the executed Tsarina Alexandra’s body, which
bears an enigmatic inscription in English: “S.I.M.P. The Green Dragon. You were
absolutely right. Too late.” They quickly determine that the first element, which is
accompanied by a six-pointed “Kabbalistic” symbol of the Martinists, stands for
“Superieur Inconnu, Maitre Philippe,” referring to Papus’ “spiritual master.” As
reported by Legrand, Maitre Philippe had tried to warn the Tsarina of the threat
of the Green Dragon, represented by Rasputin, who eventually replaced him at
the court. Mariel also implies that connected with this conspiracy was also Rudolf
Steiner, founder of the Anthroposophical Society, through his connections to pan-
German secret societies. Mention is also made of Gurdjieff and Annie Besant.

Haushofer, therefore, apparently acquainted Hitler with the teaching of the
Society of the Green Dragon, and taught him the techniques of Gurdjieff’s Fourth
Way, which were ostensibly based on the teachings of the Sufis and the Tibetan
Lamas. Under the influence of Haushofer, Hitler authorized the creation of the
Abnenerbe in 1935, that sponsored expeditions to locate the Aryan forefathers in
Shambhala and Agartha. The 1939 expedition was said to have gone to Tibet with
the specific purpose of setting up vital radio contact between the Third Reich and the
lamas in 1939, and Blavatsky’s Stanzas of Dz yan were used as a code for all messages
between Betlin and Tibet during Wotld War IL*" Pauwels and Betgier argue that
Hitler sent the expedition out of his desire to find Agarthi, which he had been made
aware of from his relationship with “the man with the green gloves.”

The two suspected candidates for the person of the “the man with the green
gloves,” were Ignaz Trebitsch-Lincoln and Erik Jan Hanussen. Mel Gordon
in Hitler’s Jewish Clairvoyant discuss the career of Hanussen as an occult figure in
late Weimar Berlin, in the service of the Nazis. A devotee of Asiatic and tantric
traditions, he enjoyed the company of Germany’s military and business elite, also
becoming close with members of the SA. In March 1932, when Adolf Hitlet’s
political future seemed doomed, Hanussen predicted a resurgence of the Nazi Party.
Dr. Walter C. Langer, a psychoanalyst, prepared a psychological profile of Hitler
for the Office of Strategic Services in 1943, according to which: “...during the
early 1920’s Hitler took regular lessons in speaking and in mass psychology from a
man named Hanussen who was also a practicing astrologer and fortune-teller. He
was an extremely clever individual who taught Hitler a great deal concerning the
importance of staging meetings to obtain the greatest dramatic effect.”*®
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Ignaz Trebitsch-Lincoln (1879-1943) was a real-life character, a Jewish
adventurer of Hungarian origin, who in 1925 underwent a “mystical experience”
in a hotel room in China, after which he embraced Theosophy. His revelation
opened his interest in Tibet and Buddhism, and he received initiation as Dordji
Den at a monastery outside Lhasa.” It was there that he acquired the new name of
Chao Kung, whose presence in Berlin was then known to Hanussen, who publicly
defended his reputation in the psychic’s newsletter.*

Ernst Schifer, a German hunter and biologist, participated in three expeditions
to Tibet, in 1931, 1in 1934-1935, and in 1938-1939, supposedly for sport and zoological
research. In the expedition was Dr. Bruno Beger who was also connected to the
current reigning Dalai Lama XIV, who was revered as representing a special
connection between the Nazis and Tibet.*' Acting as the young Dalai Lama’s
personal tutor until the early 1950s, was former SS officer Heinrich Harrer, best
known for his books, including Seven Years in Tibet (1952), which was the basis of two
films of the same title, the first in 1956 and the second in 1997, starring Brad Pitt
in the role of Harrer. A strong friendship developed between Harrer and the Dalai
Lama that would last the rest of their lives.*

Coinciding with the Schifer expedition of 1934-1935 was another conducted
by Nicholas Roerich. In the United States, Roerich had met Alfred Orage of The
New Age and his associate H.G. Wells. Roerich eventually became Gurdjieff’s
emissary to the United States. Roerich may have heard about Gurdjieff’s earlier
travels to Central Asia from Orage. He had first been exposed to mystical Buddhist
teachings and heard of the legend of Shambhala in St. Petersburg, during his
involvement with the construction of the Buddhist temple under the guidance of
Lama Dorjieff.* In 1931, in New York City, Achmed Abdulla, a.k.a. Nadir Kahn,
confided to the Orage that he had met Gurdjieff in Tibet, and that he was one and
the same as Lama Dordjieff.**

Roerich’s expeditions were supported by the Joint State Political Directorate
(OGPU), the secret police of the Soviet Union from 1922 to 1934. The head of
the OGPU’s “Special Department” was G.I. Bokii, a former member of Papus’
Kabbalistic Order of the Rose-Croix (OKR+C), the “inner circle” of the Martinist
Otrder, and a devotee of Tantric sex rituals. Bokii had put Aleksandr Barchenko,
also a former member of the OKR+C, in charge of a special laboratory within the
Moscow Institute of Experimental Medicine to study hypnosis, telekinesis, remote
viewing, and ESP, with the aim of making use of them for intelligence purposes.
Bokii was also a member of the Edinoe Trudovoe Bratstvo (ETB), founded by
Barchenko, whose primary aim was establishing direct contact with Shambhala,
and which included numerous other current or former Chekists and British double-
agents.” The ETB lasted until it was disbanded by Stalin in the late 1930s, following
charges that their occult activities were part of treasonous plots associated with
British intelligence in the Far East.

Bokii was also connected with the Mongol Dr. Piotr Badmaev, a practitioner of
Tibetan herbal medicine, and who was an associate of LLama Dordjieff, Ukhtomskii,
Nicholas Roerich and Blavatsky’s cousin Sergei de Witte, in St. Petersburg at the
court of Nicolas IT, whom they envisioned as the “White Tsar of Shambhala.”™¢ In
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1939, Edouard Saby published Hitler et les forces occnltes, in which he depicts Hitler
as a medium, a magician and initiate, and also refers to the connection with Tibet:
“Wasn’t it Trebitsch-Lincoln, the friend of the Tibetan Badmaiev, who initiated
Hitler, by revealing to him the doctrine of Ostara, a secret school of India, where
the lamas teach the supremacy of the Aryan?”"’

However, Roerich’s expeditions to Tibet were simultaneously supported by
then Vice President Henry Wallace. Wallace too was a member of the Theosophical
Society. According to Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., “Wallace’s search for inner light
took him to strange prophets... It was in this search that he encountered Nicholas
Roerich, a Russian émigré, painter, theosophist. Wallace did Roerich a number
of favors, including sending him on an expedition to Central Asia presumably
to collect drought-resistant grasses.” In a letter to Roerich, Wallace stated, “The
search—whether it be for the lost word of Masonry, or the Holy Chalice, or the
potentialities of the age to come—is the one supremely worthwhile objective. All
else is karmic duty. But surely everyone is a potential Galahad? So may we strive for
the Chalice and the flame above it.”*®

It is widely suspected that it was Roerich who inspired Wallace to add the Great
Seal of the United States, first designed in 1782, on the reverse side of the dollar bill,
featuring an unfinished pyramid and the Illuminati symbol of the All-Secing Eye.”
Wallace proposed the idea to President Roosevelt in 1934. According to Wallace, in
a letter dated February 6, 1951:

Roosevelt as he looked at the colored reproduction of the Seal was first struck
with the representation of the ‘All-Seeing Eye,” a Masonic representation of
Great Architect the Universe. Next he was impressed with the idea that the
foundation for the new order of the ages had been laid in 1776 (May 1st,
1776, founding of the Illuminati) but would be completed only under the
eye of the Great Architect. Roosevelt like myself was a 32nd degree Mason.
He suggested that the Seal be put on the dollar bill rather than a coin.”

With Wallace’s help, Roerich was also able to gain President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s support for Roerich’s Pact, for which Roerich was nominated for the
Nobel Prize. The Pact was signed in the White House in 1935 with the participation
of FDR. Roosevelt had become a member of the high grade Scottish Rite in 1929,
and was appointed as Honorary Grand Master of the New York Order of DeMolay
in 1934 at the White House. In 1942, inspired by James Hilton’s 1933 novel Lost
Horizon, modeled on Roerich’s quest for Shambhala but named in the novel as
Shangti-la, a utopian lamasery in the mountains of Tibet whose inhabitants enjoy
longevity, Roosevelt named his new retreat in the Catoctin Mountain Park, Camp
Hi-Catoctin [today’s Camp David], by the same name.”

Wallace’s political career was later adversely affected by his association with
Roerich, who was widely denounced as a mystic and charlatan, when letters in
which he referred to Roerich as “dear Guru” were published, sinking his chances
when he ran for president as the Progressive Party’s candidate.






12. Neoliberalism

Skull and Bones

Despite the fact that Hitler claimed to confront a nefarious “
rounded up for the Holocaust were innocent Jews, while the Jewish bankers
accused of any real plotting in the Profocols were left almost entirely untouched.
Ultimately, the rise of the Nazi regime was part of a diabolical plot to sacrifice the
lives of observant Jews to generate the worldwide condemnation that was used to
justify the fulfillment of the Zionist political plan: the creation of the State of Israel.
Effectively, the majority of the victims of the Holocaust were “Orthodox Jews,” the
dreaded enemies of the Sabbateans.! It is estimated that they numbered between 50
to 70 petcent of those who perished.?

As it turns out, these so-called “Jewish” bankers were the same financiets
who brought Hitler to power, all with clear Sabbatean origins and tendencies.
At the center of this “Fraternity” as Charles Higham referred to them, were the
Rockefeller family, founded by John D. Rockefeller. John D. was the president of
Standard Oil of New York (later Mobil) and the founder of National City Bank
(later Citibank), and a banking partner of the Warburgs, owners of Kuhn Loeb
bank. His brother William Rockefeller was also a member of the notorious Skull
and Bones secret society of Yale. The Skull and Bones was the dominant American
chapter of the international Brotherhood of Death secret societies, that included
the Nazi’s Thule Society, from which evolved the Nazi party. Alexandra Robbins
describes the Skull and Bones as “the most powerful secret society the United States
has ever known,” and that the society has been dominated by about two dozen of
the country’s most influential families, including the Bush, Bundy, Harriman, Lord,
Phelps, Rockefeller, Taft, and Whitney families, who are encouraged to intermarry
amongst themselves.’

It was Montagu Norman, the occultist governor of the Bank of England,
coordinating with Hjalmar Schacht, the head of the German Reichsbank, who
financed the rise of Hitler’s regime on behalf of the Rockefellers, Warburgs, and
Harrimans.* Rothschild agent and family friend Jacob Schiff financed the putchase
of the Union Pacific for robber baron Edward H. Harriman, who would play a key
role in the rise of Bolshevism in Russia. Harriman was the father of later world
statesman and Skull and Bones member W. Averell Harriman.

In 1919, Averell Harriman founded W. A. Harriman & Co with fellow Bonesman
George Herbert Walker, the grandfather of George H. W. Bush, which led the way

in directing American money to German companies. In 1926, Walker made his
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son-in-law, another Bonesman, Prescott Bush, vice president of W.A. Harriman.
In 1931, W.A. Harriman merged with Brown Brothers creating Brown Brothers,
Harriman & Company, where more than a third of their partners were Bonesmen.
Montagu Norman was also partner in Brown Brothers, Harriman and a close friend
of Prescott Bush. Prescott Bush was a senior partner of Brown Brothers, Harriman
& Company. As Alexandra Robbins explains, “Through these companies, Skull and
Bones provided financial backing to Adolf Hitler because the society then followed
a Nazi—and now follows a neo-Nazi—doctrine.”” However, the U.S. government
investigated both Bert Walker and Prescott Bush, and under the Trading with the
Enemy Act, seized all shares of Union Banking, including shares held by Prescott
Bush, whose empire had been operated on behalf of Nazi Germany and had greatly
assisted the German war effort.

Schacht’s full name was Hjalmar Horace Greely Schacht. Although born
in Germany, he spent part of his early upbringing in Brooklyn and maintained
powetful Wall Street connections.® Schacht, along with Norman, was one of the
main actors in the establishment of the Bank for International Settlements (BIS).
Formed in 1930, the BIS was an intergovernmental organization of central banks
which “fosters international monetary and financial cooperation and serves as a
bank for central banks.” In Trading With the Enemy: The Nazi American Money Plot
1933-1949 Chatles Higham documented the role in the BIS of Standard Oil of New
Jersey. As Higham explains, the ostensible purpose of the BIS, established under
the so-called Young Plan, was to provide the Allies with reparations to be paid by
Germany for World War I, but “the Bank soon turned out to be the instrument of
an opposite function. It was to be a money funnel for American and British funds
to flow into Hitler’s coffers and to help Hitler build up his war machine.””

After Hitler lost a popular election to von Hindenburg in 1932, thirty-nine
business leaders, like Alfred Krupp, Siemens, Fritz Thyssen and Robert Bosch,
sent a petition to von Hindenburg urging that Hitler be appointed chancellor of
Germany. This deal to bring Hitler into the government was settled at the home
of banker Baron Kurt von Schroeder on January 4, 1933, where Schacht and John
Foster Dulles agreed to coordinate all trade between Germany and America in a
syndicate of 150 firms set up by the Harrimans.®

Gustav Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach was the head of the Krupp family, a
prominent 400-year-old German dynasty famous for their steel production and for
their manufacture of ammunition and armaments for the German army. Gustav
was initially opposed to Hitler, but in 1930 he was convinced otherwise by Hjalmar
Schacht and became “a super Nazi” almost overnight, while his son and heir
Alfried joined the SS.” In 1943 Adolf Hitler appointed Alfried Krupp as Minister
of the War Economy. Later that year the SS gave him permission to employ 45,000
Russian civilians as forced labour in his steel factories as well as 120,000 prisoners
of war in his coalmines.

At the 1933 meeting were John Fostet’s bother Allen Dulles, with the New
York law firm Sullivan and Cromwell, which represented the Schroeder Bank.
Dulles, a president of the CFR, was later to become the most famous head of the
CIA. Also in 1933, while at Sullivan Cromwell, Dulles helped Standard Oil gain
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Saudi Arabian concessions with the assistance of Harry St. John “Jack” Philby, who
made a feigned conversion to Islam, taking on the name “Abdullah.” According
to Loftus and Aarons, Dulles and Philby, together with Ibn Saud “were the secret
source of oil, wealth, and international influence that worked behind the scenes to
put Hitler onto the world stage.”"” It was also Dulles, working in Constantinople,
who discovered “the source” provided to The Times in 1921 which was used to
supposedly prove that the infamous Profocols of of Zion were a forgery."

As partners in the firm of Sullivan and Cromwell, Allen and John Foster also
represented the giant German chemical firm IG Farben, which was indispensable
to the German war effort. IG Farben was also a Nazi agency for worldwide military
and economic espionage and a spearhead of the Nazi psychological and economic
warfare program. IG Farben also ultimately produced the Zyklon B gas used in
Nazi extermination camps. IG Farben and Rockefeller’s Standard Oil of New
Jetrsey were effectively a single firm, having been merged in hundreds of cartel
arrangements. Up until 1937, it was led by Rockefeller partners the Warburgs.
Beginning in 1933, Max Warburg also served directly under Hjalmar Schacht on
the board of the Reichsbank under the Nazi regime, before emigrating to the US
in 1938. There were over two thousand cartel agreements between I1G Farben
and foreign firms, including Standard Oil of New Jersey, DuPont, Alcoa, Dow
Chemical, and others in the US.

Nazi Gold

Prior to the end of the war, the Nazis, recognizing the inevitability of their
impending defeat, developed a contingency plan by which they would be able to
reorganize themselves and continue their political projects beyond their loss to the
Allies in 1945. After being condemned to death for war crimes in 1946, the chief
philosopher of Nazi Ariosophy Alfred Rosenberg declared: “Within fifteen years
we will begin to be talked about again, and within twenty years Nazism will again
be a force.”" In other words, the Nazis wete preparing for a Fourth Reich.

As later discovered by US army counter-intelligence, a meeting was held in
great secrecy on August 10, 1944 at the Hotel Maison Rouge in Strasbourg, at which
were present the most powerful industrial, political and commercial interests of the
Nazi regime. The meeting was the culmination of a year’s preparation by Deputy
Fuhrer Martin Bormann. The conference chairman, Dr. Scheid, who held one of

the highest ranks in the SS, declared:

Germany has already lost the battle for France. Henceforth German
industry must prepare itself for the economic campaign which will follow
the end of the war. All industrialists must strengthen their contacts and
companies abroad, each on his own account and without drawing attention
to himself. And that is not all. We must be ready to finance the Nazi party
which is going to be driven underground for some time."

Hjalmar Schacht worked closely with Bormann and Schacht’s son-in-law, Otto
Skorzeny, Hitler’s star commando, in transporting the Nazi assets to safety outside
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Europe and in creating the infamous ODESSA network. Skorzeny was among
many prominent ex-Nazis who were hired by the US to continue their dirty work
after World War II. Another was Reinhard Gehlen, the most senior eastern front
military intelligence officer, who after the end of the war established “the Gehlen
Otrganization,” which then functioned within the OSS, and later the CIA. Gehlen
handpicked 350 former German intelligence agents to join him, a number that
eventually grew to 4,000 undercover agents.

The OSS, the predecessor of the CIA, according to John Coleman, was a
Round Table creation.” On July 11, 1941, William “Wild Bill” Donovan was named
Coordinator of Information (COI), and organized its New York headquarters in
the Rockefeller Center in 1941 and asked Allen Dulles to head it. The offices Dulles
took over had been the location of the operations of Britain’s MI6. In 1942, the
COI became the Office of Strategic Services (OSS). The CIA was created in 1947,
and in 1952 Dulles became the first civilian Director of Central Intelligence and its
longest-serving director to date.

As Catl Oglesby explained, while it is populatly assumed that the Nazis suffered
defeat, “on the contrary, the evidence as of 1990 is that... Nazism did not surrender
unconditionally and disappear, that indeed it finessed a limited but crucial victory
over the Allies, a victory no less significant for having been kept a secret from all
but the few Americans who were directly involved.””® The fact that the Gehlen
Ozg evolved into the Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND), West Germany’s foreign
intelligence service seems to represent the fruition of the Nazi plan to regain
power in a defeated Germany. Many former Nazis received the support of Odessa
members at the polls. Dr. Gerhard Schroeder, who served with Hjalmar Schacht
during the Third Reich, became Interior Minister in the Bonn government. Hans
Globke, who had worked for Adolf Eichmann in the Jewish Affairs department
and helped draft the 1935 Nuremberg laws, became Chancellor Konrad Adenauet’s
national security advisor in the 1960s and was, according to the Guardian, “the
main liaison with the CIA and NATO.”'® Kurt-Georg Kiesinger, a Nazi since 1933,
was elected chancellor in 1968 and many other former Nazis continued to exercise
great influence in the West German government.

European Union

Hjalmar Schacht was also the first member of the Pan-European Union (PEU)
headed by Count Coudenhove-Kalergi, which he co-founded with Archduke
Otto von Habsburg. Count Richard Nikolaus von Coudenhove-Kalergi was an
Austrian politician and philosopher and a pioneer of European integration, as the
sectet head of a synarchist group whose aim was to cteate a united Europe.”” The
creation of a united Europe was central to the vision of Saint-Yves d’Alveydre, the
founder of synarchism, a call for which appears on the first page of his first book
on synarchy, Keys 7o the East. The need for Europe to unite a single, synarchist
state, Saint Yves tells us, is prompted by the rise of Islam as a world power, which
threatens a weak, fragmented, and materialist West.

Influenced by ideas borrowed from Martinism and Plato’s Republic, Saint-Yves
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envisioned a Federal Europe with a corporatist government, composed of three
councils representing economic power, judicial power, and scientific community,
of which the metaphysical chamber bound the whole structure together. As part
of this concept of government, Saint-Yves attributed an important role to occult
secret societies, which are composed of oracles and who advise the government
from behind the scenes. He saw the Rosicrucians as having fulfilled this role in
medieval Europe, and was involved with a number of Masonic and other groups
who claimed descent from the Knights Templars.

After World War II, a schism took place in the Martinist Order over its
involvement in politics. The breakaway group became the Synarchic Empire
Movement (MSE) in 1930, with the aim of abolishing parliamentarianism and
replacing it with synarchy. ' The MSE was headed by Vivien Postel du Mas and
Jeanne Canudo, remembered as an energetic campaigner for European unity. Postel
du Mas was a member of the Watchers, founded by a French occultist René Adolphe
Schwaller de Lubicz. De Lubicz was also a student of Theosophy and Saint-Yves
d’Alveydre’s synarchy. Despite being born of a Jewish mother, de Lubicz with other
members of the Theosophical Society, broke away to form an occult right-wing and
anti-Semitic organization which he called Les Veilleurs, “the Watchers,” to which the
young Rudolf Hess also belonged.”

An important witness to their synarchism was the Parisian publisher Maurice
Girodias, who described Canudo as the “occult brain behind the radical and
socialist parties, a militant adventuress of feminine Freemasonry and the cause
of women in general.”® Girodias was born Maurice Kahane in Patis, the son
of a Jewish father and Catholic mother. Maurice’s father was Jack Kahane, who
founded Obelisk Press, which published Henry Miller’s 1934 novel, Tropic of Cancer,
which had explicit sexual passages and could not therefore be published in the US.
Obelisk published Anais Nin’s Winter of Artifice (1939), and James Joyce’s Haveth
Childers Everywhere and Pomes Penyeach (1932). Maurice took over the company but
later abandoned it to found Olympia Press, which published erotica as well as works
by Henry Miller, and Samuel Beckett, and William S. Burroughs’ Naked Lunch.

Girodias first became intrigued when he joined the Theosophical Society in
Paris in 1935, where he heard lectures where Postel du Mas and Canudo led a group
dressed as Templar knights wearing red capes and riding boots. Girodias said of the
magical salons: “I saw at his feet men of science, company directors, and bankers.”*
Girodias was told they were “schismatic theosophists with political designs, and they
are linked to Count Coudenhove-Kalergi... who is a champion of the United States
of Europe... Their aim is to launch a pan-European political party and to institute in
the entire world, commencing with Europe, a society obedient to a spiritualist idea.”**

Coudenhove-Kalergi was also a member of de Lubicz’ Les Veillenrs. In their
1968 Synarchy and Power, André Ulmann and Henri Azeau interviewed one of the
members of the MSE, who claimed it had “inspired the action of Coudenhove-
Kalergi and his pan-Europeanism.”* In conversation with Girodias, Postel du
Mas named Coudenhove-Kalergi as one of the two major promoters of his and
Canudo’s plans. Canudo’s Estates General of European Youth was made possible
largely through his backing.*
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Coudenhove-Kalergi’s father was also a close friend of Theordor Herzl,
founder of Zionism. Coudenhove-Kalergi writes in his Menzoirs:

Atthe beginning of 1924, we received a call from Baron Louis de Rothschild,;
one of his friends, Max Warburg from Hamburg, had read my book and
wanted to get to know us. To my great surprise, Warburg spontaneously
offered us 60,000 gold marks, to tide the movement over for its first three
years... Max Warburg, who was one of the most distinguished and wisest
men that I have ever come into contact with, had a principle of financing
these movements. He remained sincerely interested in Pan-Europe for his
entire life. Max Warburg arranged his 1925 trip to the United States to
introduce me to Paul Watrburg and financier Bernard Baruch.®

At its founding convention in Vienna in 1922 and attended by more than 6,000
delegates, the PEU called for the dissolution of all the nation-states of Western
Europe and the creation of a single European state, modeled on the Roman and
Napoleonic empires. Tellingly, the backdrop behind the podium was adorned with
portraits of Napoleon, Mazzini, and Nietzsche.?® Coudenhove-Kalergi’s movement
held its first Congress in Vienna in 1926. In 1927, Aristide Briand, who served
cleven terms as Prime Minister of France during the French Third Republic,
was elected honorary president. Personalities attending included Albert Einstein,
Thomas Mann, Sigmund Freud, Konrad Adenauer and Georges Pompidou.?”’

During the war, Coudenhove-Kalergi had continued his call for the unification
of Europe along the Paris-London axis, activities that served as the real-life basis
for fictional Resistance hero Victor Laszlo in the movie Casablanca. His appeal for
the unification of Europe enjoyed support from Allen Dulles, “Wild Bill” Donovan
and Winston Churchill, who began promoting European unity from 1930 and
presided over the Congress of Europe. Churchill wrote a foreword to the Count’s
book, An Idea Conguers the World.

The European Union began with the founding of the European Movement
by Joseph Retinger, who was also one of the founding members of the Bilderberg
Group, which was funded by the CIA. In 1946, Retinger helped create the European
League for Economic Cooperation (ELEC), dedicated to the establishment of a
common market, the precursor of the European Union. Retinger was then brought
to America by Averell Harriman, then US ambassador to England, to secure
support for the ELEC. Retinger also visited David and Nelson Rockefeller, John
Foster Dulles and then CIA Director Walter Bedell Smith.

The ELEC were soon joined by president of France Giscard d’Estaing, and
Hermann Abs, a key figure in pursuing the preservation of Nazi power after
the war. Abs had joined the board of Deutsche Bank during the rise of Nazis
and also sat on the supervisory board of IG Farben. It was Abs who was put in
charge of allocating Marshall Aid to German industry and by 1948 was effectively
managing Germany’s economic recovery. According to historian Dr. Michael
Pinto-Duschinsky, an adviser to Jewish former slave labourers, “the continuity
of the economy of Germany and the economies of post-war Europe is striking.
Some of the leading figures in the Nazi economy became leading builders of the
European Union.”?
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In May 1948, the Congress of Europe had gathered in The Hague, organized
by the International Committee of the Movements for European Unity, to discuss
ideas about the development of the European Union. As a result, the European
Movement was formally created in October 1948. Retinger would later become
Honorary Secretary General of the European Movement which acted as a platform
for the co-ordination of organizations promoting a federal Europe, including the
ELEC. In 1947, Coudenhove-Kalergi had set up the European Parliamentary
Union (EPU), which played a prominent role in the Congress. Other important
political figures took an active role in the congress, such as Francois Mitterrand
and Konrad Adenauer, who had become a devout follower of the PEU. The EPU
later merged with the European Movement and Coudenhove-Kalergi was elected
its honorary president in 1952.

In 1949, Retinger formed the American Committee for a United Europe
(ACUE) along with future CIA Director Allen Dulles, then CFR Director
George Franklin, Tom Braden, and William Donovan. “Later on” said Retinger,
“whenever we needed any assistance for the European Movement, Dulles was
among those in America who helped us most.”* According to Ambrose Evans-
Pritchard, and reporting from declassified American government documents,
“The leaders of the European Movement—Retinger, the visionary Robert
Schuman and the former Belgian Prime Minister Henri Spaak—were all treated
as hired hands by their American sponsors. The US role was handled as a covert
operation. ACUE’s funding came from the Ford and Rockefeller foundations as
well as business groups with close ties to the US government.”*

French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman’s efforts led to the Treaty of Rome,
which established the European Economic Community (EEC), from which the
European Union traces its origins. Shuman became the first president of the
European Parliament in 1958. But it was Jean Monnet who became president
of the new body, called the High Authority and who was the primary influence
behind the movement. Monnet was at the time the most influential businessman
and economist in post-war Europe. In 19306, Vivien Postel du Mas, told Maurice
Girodias thatalong with Coudenhove-Kalergi, Monnet was an influential promoter
of the synarchist agenda. Another of Ulmann and Azeau’s MSE informants
described Monnet as a “true synarch... whose membership of the movement was
never in doubt for the true initiates.””' In 1955, Coudenhove-Kaletgi proposed
Beethoven’s Ode fo Joy as the music for the European Anthem, a suggestion that
the Council of Europe took up sixteen years later. Coudenhove-Kalergi was very
active in connection with the design of the EU logo which contains twelve stars.
The number of stars has nothing to do with the number of member countries, but
obviously for its occult significance, as represented by the twelve tribes of Israel,
twelve apostles and twelve signs of the zodiac, and so on.*

Mont Pelerin Society

Coudenhove-Kalergi was also affiliated with the Mont Pelerin Society, which
rebranded the fascist corporatist economic philosophy as “neoliberalism,” which



130 Transhumanism

today disguises itself as conservatism and is ravaging the world in the name of
privatization, austerity measures and fighting “Big Government.”” The term
“neoliberalism” was defined as “the priority of the price mechanism, the free
enterprise, the system of competition and a strong and impartial state.”” The first
form of neoliberalism, classical neoliberalism, stems from classical liberalism and
was chiefly created in the period between the great wars in Austria by economists,
including Friedrich Hayek and Ludwig von Mises. They were concerned about the
erosion of liberty by both socialist and fascist governments in Europe at that time
and tried to restate the case for “liberty” which became the basis for neoliberalism.

In 1947, 36 scholars, mostly economists, wete invited by Hayek to meet in
the Swiss village of Mont Pelerin to discuss the state and possible fate of classical
liberalism. Invitees included Henry Simons, who would later train Milton
Friedman, a future president of the society, at the Rockefeller-funded University of
Chicago; the American former-Fabian socialist and influential Round Tabler Walter
Lippmann; Viennese Aristotelian Society leader Karl Popper; fellow Austrian
School economist Ludwig von Mises; Sir John Clapham, a senior official of the
Bank of England who from 1940—6 was the president of the British Royal Society;
and Otto von Habsburg, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, and co-founder
of the PEU with Coudenhove-Kalergi.

Hayek wanted to discuss how to combat the state ascendancy and Marxist or
Keynesian planning sweeping the globe. Keynesian economics were developed on
the thought of Bloomsbury member and Cambridge Apostle, John Maynard Keynes,
who is widely considered to be one of the founders of modern macroeconomics
and the most influential economist of the twentieth century. In addition to being
an economist, Keynes was also a director of the British Eugenics Society and a
director of the Bank of England.

In the 1930s, Keynes spearheaded a revolution in economic thinking,
overturning the older ideas of neoclassical economics that held that free markets
would, in the short to medium term, automatically provide full employment.
Keynesian economists often argue that private sector decisions sometimes lead
to inefficient macroeconomic outcomes, which require active intervention by the
government and, in particular, monetary policy actions by the central bank in order
to stabilize output over the business cycle. In 1999, Time magazine included Keynes
in their list of the 100 most important and influential people of the 20th century,
commenting that: “His radical idea that governments should spend money they
don’t have may have saved capitalism.”

After World War 11, because of the excesses of fascism, the right had been
largely discredited, and communism was gaining widespread popularity in Western
Europe. Many considered the nationalization of industries as a positive direction.
However, Hayek appropriated fascism’s vehement rejection of communism into the
realm of economic philosophy, by equating any degree of government interference
in the free markets with totalitarianism.** Hayek therefore articulated the basis
of neoliberal thought, which repudiated all forms of government involvement in
economic affairs, calling for absolute free enterprise, deregulation of industry and
the removal of social programs.
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Thus the Mont Pelerin Society was founded by Milton Friedman and Hayek to
coordinate the creation of an international network of think-tanks and foundations,
to spread their philosophy of corporate greed. Milton Friedman has been hailed
as the most influential economist of the past half century. But to his critics he is
credited with bringing economic disaster to Chile, Israel, the United States, and
other countries with his “monetarist” theoties. It was at the Rockefeller-funded
University of Chicago that Friedman helped build an intellectual community that
produced a number of Nobel Prize winners, known collectively as the Chicago
School of Economics.

Neoliberal economics then became the ruse through which America expanded
its imperial ambitions. By claiming to oppose “communism,” America imposed its
antithesis, neoliberalism, which opened foreign nations to exploitation by American
corporations. As revealed by John Perkins in Confessions of an Economic Hitman, the
loans extended by the World Bank and the IMF are coordinated in order that the
borrowing nations could “develop” their countries by hiring American engineering
firms, like Bechtel and Halliburton. Then, to ensure the payment of these debts in
light of the growing poverty they inflict, neoliberal policies are imposed to reduce
government expenditures, to discourage state nationalization of industries, and
the industry is deregulated to further open these victim countries to the rapacious
activities of Western corporations.






13. Brave New World

Soma

The diabolical mastermind of MK-Ultra was Aldous Huxley, from the Huxley family
who have from the beginning been the leading promoters driving the acceptance of
the occult theory of evolution, and ultimately, transhumanism. The “occulture” of
transhumanism is the modern outgrowth of an underground tradition, which has
manifested itself in popular culture as science fiction, pulp magazines and comic
books. As demonstrated by Christopher Knowles in Owr Gods Wear Spandex: The
Secret History of Comic Book Heroes, these literary trends have their origin in the occult
influences of Edward Bulwer-Lytton and Blavatsky, and other occult-oriented
writers such as Edgar Allan Poe, Arthur Conan Doyle and Bram Stoker, author of
Dracula and member of the Golden Dawn.

Bulwer-Lytton’s The Coming Race, about a subterranean race with advanced
technology, which contributed to the birth of the science fiction genre, anticipated
the work of H.G. Wells and Aldous Huxley. H.G. Wells is best remembered for his
science fiction novels, and is sometimes called the father of science fiction, though
the same claim is made for Jules Verne and Hugo Gernsback. His most consistent
political ideal was the World State. He stated in his autobiography that from 1900
onward he considered a World State inevitable. He envisioned the state to be a
planned society that would advance science, end nationalism, and allow people to
progress by merit rather than birth.

Wells” 1928 book The Open Conspiracy argued that groups of campaigners should
begin advocating for a “world commonwealth,” governed by a scientific elite that
would work to eliminate problems such as poverty and warfare. In 1932, he told
Young Liberals at the University of Oxford that progressive leaders must become
liberal fascists or enlightened Nazis who would “compete in their enthusiasm and
self-sacrifice” against the advocates of dictatorship. In 1940, Wells published a book
called The New World Order that outlined his plan as to how World Government will
be set up. Wells admitted that the establishment of such a government could take a
long time, and would be created in a piecemeal fashion.

Aldous Huxley, who was the equivalent of Edward Bulwer-Lytton in occult
influence in the twentieth century, was the protégé of H.G. Wells along with
George Orwell.! Under Wells” tutelage Huxley was first introduced to Aleister
Crowley.” Huxley also expressed his interest in Theosophy by noting that, despite
its errors, it was “a good enough religion,” and that “a little judicious theosophy
seems on the whole an excellent thing” After studying at Balliol, Oxford, Huxley
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taught French at Eton, where George Orwell and Stephen Runciman were among
his pupils. During World War I, Huxley spent time among the Bloomsbury Group
which included Bertrand Russell, Alfred North Whitehead and Clive Bell.

In 1932, Huxley, wrote his most famous novel, Brave New World. In the novel,
Huxley acknowledged the influence of Erewhon, a novel by Samuel Butler (1835 —
1902), a member of the X Club who was also greatly admired by George Bernard
Shaw and E.M. Forster. In Darwin among the Machines, Butler combined the apparent
rapid technological progress of the Industrial Revolution with Darwin’s theory
of the evolution of the species. According to Butler, the technological evolution
of machines will continue inevitably until the point that eventually machines
will replace men altogether. In Erewhon Butler presented an early version of the
Singularity, claiming: “...that the machines were ultimately destined to supplant the
race of man, and to become instinct with a vitality as different from, and superior
to, that of animals, as animal to vegetable life.”

Huxley was also friends with another early exponent of transhumanism, British
geneticist J.B.S. Haldane, a fellow of the Royal Society, who first initiated the
fundamental ideas of transhumanism. Huxley parodied Haldane in the novel Anzic
Hay as Shearwater, “the biologist too absorbed in his experiments to notice his
friends bedding his wife.” Famous science fiction author Arthur C. Clarke credited
Haldane as “perhaps the most brilliant scientific popularizer of his generation.”
Haldane laid the groundwork for modern evolutionary synthesis, the concept more
popularly known as “neo-Darwinism,” popularized by Richard Dawkins’ 1976
work titled The Selfish Gene.

In particular, Haldane was interested in the development of the science of
eugenics, ectogenesis (gestating fetuses in artificial wombs) and the application
of genetics to improve human characteristics, such as health and intelligence.
According to Haldane, in his essay Daedalus: Science and the Future, considered a
shocking work of science fiction:

The chemical or physical inventor is always a Prometheus. There is no great
invention, from fire to flying, which has not been hailed as an insult to some
god. But if every physical and chemical invention is a blasphemy, every
biological invention is a perversion. There is hardly one which, on first being
brought to the notice of an observer from any nation which has not previously
heard of their existence, would not appear to him as indecent and unnatural.

Haldane’s essay became a bestseller and set off a chain of future-oriented
discussions, including The World, the Flesh and the Devil, by ].D. Bernal, which
speculated about space colonization and bionic implants as well as mental
improvements arising from advanced social science and psychology. Science fiction
authors such as H.G. Wells inspired others to think about the future evolution
of the human race. But the most influential work was Aldous Huxley’s Brave New
Waorld, published in 1932, and influenced by Haldane’s Daedalus, that has had an
enduring impact on debates about human technological transformation.

Huxley’s Brave New World would shape the CIA’s MK-Ultra “mind-conrol”
program. A dystopia set in London in the twenty-sixth century, Brave New World
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is a story where the entire planet is united as The World State, a peaceful world
government established in the aftermath of an apocalyptic global war in the
twenty-first century. Warfare and poverty have been eliminated and everyone is
permanently happy by being kept immersed in promiscuous sex and the use of a
drug called Soma. The name Soma is telling of Huxley’s occult tendencies, as it is the
same as the narcotic drug mentioned in the Rigreda and was once used for occult
purposes by the ancient Babylonian Magi.

Huxley, who had known for some time about visionary experience achieved
by taking drugs in certain non-Christian religions. Huxley’s conception of
the possibilities of mind-altering substances was shaped from his interest
in William James. James had helped inspire the mystique around the mind-
expanding possibilities of psychoactive substances that characterized widespread
experimentation found among the bohemians. James’ interest in drug-induced
religious experiences stemmed from the “laughing gas craze” of the nineteenth
century, when an unknown poet and philosopher, Benjamin Paul Blood, underwent
an experience under the substance which he later described as “the Initiation of
Man into the Immemorial Mystery of the Open Secret of Being.” Blood later wrote
of his experiences in a booklet titled, “The Anasthetic Revelation and the Gist of
Philosophy,” which was picked up and reviewed by James in the A#antic Monthly.®

With the publication of The Varieties of Religions Experience, James introduced
the study of “religious experience,” and incepted the confusion that confounds
mystical experience with rational religious impulse. James suggested that the intense
varieties of experience should be sought by psychologists, because they represent
the closest thing to a microscope of the mind. James went so far as to try to induce
the equivalent of a “religious” experience by experimenting with chloral hydrate,
amyl nitrite, nitrous oxide, and even peyote. James claimed that it was only when
he was under the influence of nitrous oxide that he was able to understand Hegel.”

According to Aleister Crowley in his autobiography, it is thanks in part to
William James that he got the idea of employing the methods of Yoga to “genius
at will” by attaining Samadhi. In Crowley’s Book of the Law, In a verse that certainly
inspired generations after him, the demon Aiwass commands:

To worship me take wine and strange drugs whereof I will tell my prophet,
& be drunk thereof! They shall not harm ye at all. It is a lie, this folly against
self. The exposure of innocence is a lie. Be strong, o man! lust, enjoy all
things of sense and rapture: fear not that any God shall deny thee for this.?

Crowley undertook a study of drugs and their effects upon the body and
mind, experimenting widely himself. Many of his conclusions are present in his
semi-autobiographical Diary of a Drug Fiend, in which his recreational drug use
and also his personal struggle with drug addiction, particularly heroin, is well
documented. At one time, he lived with a senior Golden Dawn member Allan
Bennett who became his personal magic tutor, and taught him about ceremonial
magic and the ritual use of drugs. Together they performed the demon invocation
rituals of the Goetia, a revised English edition of the Ars Goetia, the first section
of The Lesser Key of Solomon, first published in 1904 by Samuel Liddell Mathers. In
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a 1907 essay, The Psychology of Hashish, Crowley wrote that in his extensive studies
into the history of the occult he:

...found this one constant story. Stripped of its local chronological
accidents, it usually came to this? the writer would tell of a young man, a
seeker after hidden Wisdom, who, in one citcumstance or another, meets an
adept; who, after sundry ordeals, obtains from the said adept, for good or
ill, a certain mysterious drug or potion, with the result (at least) of opening
the gate of the other world. This potion was identified with the Elixir Vitae
of the physical Alchemists, or one of their ‘tinctures’ most likely the ‘white
tincture’ which transforms the base metal (normal perception of life) to
silver (poetic conception)?

After “poisoning” himself with “every drugin (and out of) the Pharmacopoeia”
in search of the above preparation, Crowley came to believe that this substance was
a “sublimated or purified preparation of Cannabis Indica” Crowley further claimed
that this mysterious herb was one of the prohibited trees in the Garden of Eden.
Crowley is reputed to have introduced the young Aldous Huxley to mescal in a
pre-Hitler Berlin Hotel room, as well as introducing H.G. Wells to hashish.” W. B.
Yeats, who was involved in the Golden Dawn with Crowley, described his hashish
experiences in The Trembling of the Veil. Gurdjieff wrote openly about hashish in
Meetings with Remarkable Men, and is said to have used it with students to introduce
them to the experience of awakening consciousness."

In 1937, Huxley moved to Hollywood with his wife Maria, son Matthew and
friend Gerald Heard. Like Huxley, Heard and their friend Christopher Isherwood,
were also interested in the teachings of Gurdjieff. In 1938 Huxley befriended
Krishnamurtiwhose teachings he greatly admired. Beginningin 1939 and continuing
until his death in 1963, Huxley had an extensive association with the Vedanta
Society of Southern California, founded and headed by Swami Prabhavananda, of
the Ramakrishna Order founded by Vivekananda and his master Ramakrishna.
Vivekananda attracted several followers and admirers such as William James,
Nikola Tesla, Sarah Bernhardt, Nicholas and Helena Roerich, among many others.
Prabhavananda as well was able to attract an illustrious following which included
Igor Stravinsky, Laurence Olivier, Vivien Leigh and W. Somerset Maugham, which
led to his writing The Ragor’s Edge.

Maugham was also closely associated with Aleister Crowley. Arriving in Paris in
November 1902, Crowley befriended the painter Gerald Festus Kelly, and through
him became a member of the Parisian arts scene. He authored a series of poems,
published as Rodin in Rime, on the work of his acquaintance, the sculptor Auguste
Rodin.! One of those frequenting this milieu was Maugham, who after briefly
meeting Crowley later used him as a model for the character of Oliver Haddo in his
novel The Magician."?

Together with Heard, Isherwood, Huxley and other followers were initiated as
well by Prabhavananda and taught meditation and other mystical Hindu practices.
Inspired by the universalist teachings of Vivekananda, as well as Sir John Woodroffe
(Arthur Avalon), Huxley set out to translate Indian ideas into Western literary and
intellectual culture with the writing of The Perennial Philosophy (1945), an anthology
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of short passages taken from traditional Eastern texts and the writings of Western
mysticism. Huxley’s book insists on the truth of the occult, suggesting that there
are realities beyond the generally accepted “five senses.” Mirroring the teachings of
Guénon, who is quoted in the book, Huxley explains: “rudiments of the Perennial
Philosophy may be found among the traditionary [sic| lore of primitive peoples in
every region of the world, and in its fully developed forms it has a place in every
one of the higher religions.””® Huxley relates that the doctrine that God can be
incarnated in human form is found in most of the principal historic expositions
of the Perennial Philosophy in Hinduism, Mahayana Buddhism, Christianity and
among the Sufis.

Cthulhu Mythos

H.G. Wells also exerted an important influence on H.P. Lovecraft (1890-1937), an
American author of horror, fantasy and science fiction, especially the subgenre
known as weird fiction. Lovecraft is best known for his Crhulhu Mythos story cycle
and the Necronomicon, a fictional grimoire of magical rites and forbidden lore. Stephen
King called Lovecraft “the twentieth century’s greatest practitioner of the classic
hotrot tale”™* Lovecraft was relatively unknown during his own time. While his
stories appeated in the pages of prominent pulp magazines such as Weird Tales, an
American fantasy and horror fiction pulp magazine first published in March 1923,
not many people knew his name. Lovecraft did, however, correspond regularly with
other contemporary writers, forming a group that became known as the “Lovecraft
Circle.” It included obscure pulp fiction author, Robert E. Howard (1906 — 19306),
who is regarded as the father of the sword and sorcery subgenre and is probably
best known for his character Conan the Barbarian.

Lovecraft subscribed to a nihilistic philosophy, stating in the opening sentence
of his 1926 short story “The Call of Cthulhu” that, “The most merciful thing in
the world, I think, is the inability of the human mind to correlate all its contents.”"
Lovecraft believed in a purposeless, mechanical and merciless universe that human
beings could never fully understand, and that the cognitive dissonance caused by
such a realization leads to insanity. To Lovecraft, there was no room for religion
which could not be supported by scientific fact, and therefore, in his tales, he
portrayed cosmic forces that had little regard for humanity.

Lovecraft constantly refers to the “Great Old Ones,” a pantheon of ancient,
powerful deities from outer space who once ruled the Earth, who founded ancient
civilizations and were worshipped as gods. Lovecraft summed up the significance
in “The Call of Cthulhu,” wherein a young man discovers the shocking sectret of a
race of aliens that served as gods to a strange cult:

There had been acons when other Things ruled on the earth, and They had
had great cities. Remains of Them... were still be found as Cyclopean stones
on islands in the Pacific. They all died vast epochs of time before men came,
but there were arts which could revive Them when the stars had come round
again to the right positions in the cycle of eternity. They had, indeed, come
themselves from the stats, and brought Their images with Them."®
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The Great Old Ones formed a cult in dark places all over the world, “until the
time when the great priest Cthulhu, from his dark house in the mighty city of R’lyeh
under the waters, should rise and bring the earth again beneath his sway. Some day
he would call, when the stars were ready, and the secret cult would always be waiting
to liberate him.”"” At the time, according to Lovecraft, in his diabolical pessimism:

...free and wild and beyond good and evil, with laws and morals thrown
aside and all men shouting and killing and revelling in joy. Then the liberated
Old Ones would teach them new ways to shout and kill and revel and enjoy
themselves, and all the Earth would flame with a holocaust of ecstasy and
freedom.”"®

Lovecraft derived his notion of extra-terrestrial visitors from his reading
of both George Fort’s The Book of the Damned and Scott-Elliott’s compilation
volume The Story of Atlantis and Lost Lemnria (1925). Although Lovecraft referred
to Theosophical material as “crap,” he drew inspiration from the Book of Dz yan,
which formed the basis of Blavatsky’s The Secret Doctrine, in developing the Cthulbu
Mythos’ own account of pre-human or occult texts. Blavatsky claimed to have
discovered the Book of Dz yan, written in the language of Senzar in Tibet, where
it was guarded by an Occult Brotherhood. Lovecraft declared that the Great Old
Ones “antedate the earth,” in The Diary of Alonzo Typer, in which he transformed
Theosophy’s spirit Venusians into aliens who flew across the solar system in space
ships to “civilize” planet Earth.

Lovecraft’s The Great Old Ones equate with The Great Old Ones of the
Night Time, a phrase which occurs in rituals of the Golden Dawn. Colin Low
has suggested that Lovecraft’s wife, Sonia Greene, had had an affair with Aleister
Crowley months before she met Lovecraft, to whom she confided the idea of
the Necronomicon, which she would have learned from Crowley."” The Necrononicon
is a fictional 1,200 year old grimoire mentioned in Lovecraft’s stories. It was
supposedly written by the “Mad Arab” called Abdul Alhazrad, who worshipped
the Lovecraftian entities Yog-Sothoth and Cthulhu. Alhazred was born in Yemen,
a country with historically a strong Jewish and Kabbalistic community. Alhazred
is said to have visited the ruins of Babylon, the “subterranean secrets” of Memphis,
and discovered the “nameless city” below Irem in the Empty Quarter of Arabia,
living his last years in Damascus, before his death in 738 AD. Necronomzicon was
translated into Greek and Latin, and despite attempts at its suppression, was
finally acquired by John Dee. According to History of the Necronomicon, the very act
of studying the text is inherently dangerous, as those who attempt to master its
arcane knowledge generally meet terrible ends.

Crowley’s disciple Kenneth Grant, head of the Typhonian Ordo Templi
Orientis, suggested in his book The Magical Revival (1972) that there was an
unconscious connection between Crowley and Lovecraft. He thought they both
drew on the same occult forces—Crowley through magic and Lovecraft through
the dreams which inspired his stories and the Necronomicon. Grant claimed that the
Necronomicon existed as an astral book as part of the Akashic records and could be
accessed through ritual magic or in dreams.



Brave New World 139

Superheroes

Along with its enduring association with science fiction, no idea better
embodies the absurd aspirations of transhumanism than the superhero. The
superhero of popular culture was knowingly derived from the Greek word
for demi-god, representing the occult ideal of transcending human existence
to become god-like, while performing superhuman feats, likened to magic.
Modern superhero comic books are descendants of “hero pulps” of pulp
magazines, which featured illustrated novel-length stories of heroic characters,
such as The Shadow, Doc Savage, and The Phantom Detective. It was the
introduction of Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster’s Superman in 1938 that turned
comic books into a major industry, and ushered the Golden Age of Comics,
which originated the archetype of the superhero.

As shown by Rabbi Weinstein in Up, Up, and Oy Vey: How Jewish History,
Culture and Values Shaped the Comic Book Superbero, most of the eatly creators of
superheroes were Jews. In addition to Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster’s Superman
in 1938, there was Batman in 1939, by Bob Kane (Robert Kahn) and Captain
America in 1940 by Jack Kirby (Jacob Kurtzberg). For the late comic-book artist
Will Eisner, the Jewish people, faced with the rise of fascism, “needed a hero who
could protect us against an almost invincible force.”?® But these wete of course
not orthodox, but occult-oriented Jews. As indicated by Jeffrey T. Iverson in “In
Search of Superman’s Inner Jew” for Time Magazine, “their superheroes reflected
some of the identity they were masking, evoking Jewish concepts such as zikkun
olam... and legends such as the Golem of Prague, the medieval superhero of
Jewish folklore who was conjured from clay by a rabbi to defend his community
when it was under threat.”!

Siegel and Shuster initially created a bald telepathic villain referred to as “the
Superman,” bent on dominating the entire world. He appeared in the short story
“The Reign of the Superman” from Science Fiction No. 3, a science fiction fanzine
that Siegel published in 1933. While the term Ubermensch was initially coined by
Friedrich Nietzsche and translated by George Bernard Shaw as Superman, it is
unclear how influential Nietzsche and his ideals wete to Siegel and Shuster.?
Les Daniels has speculated that, “Siegel picked up the term from other science
fiction writers who had casually employed it,” further noting that “his concept
is remembered by hundreds of millions who may barely know who Nietzsche
is.”* Others argue that Siegel and Shuster “could not have been unaware of an
idea that would dominate Hitler’s National Socialism. The concept was certainly
well discussed.”**

Siegel and Shuster developed Superman from an earlier character they created,
named Doctor Occult, the eatliest character created by DC Comics still currently
in use in its shared universe fiction. Doctor Occult is one of the Sentinels of Magic,
a group created to prevent artifacts such as the Spear of Destiny (with which Hitler
was supposedly obsessed) falling into the wrong hands. He/She plays a vital role
in the Day of Judgment incident, helping to protect Earth from a full demonic
invasion. Hell itself has emptied of demons and Earth was in danger from Asmodel,
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a fallen angel who had stolen the power of the ghostly avenger The Spectre. Doctor
Occult appears in issue #9 of the Batman: The Brave and the Bold comic series.
Batman teams up with him, Doctor Fate, Sargon the Sorcerer, and Zatanna in
otder to defeat the Void.

Doctor Occult is the main character in the backup story in the Reign in Hell
mini-series where he enters Hell in order to find Rose Psychic. Rose had been
lost in a mysterious demon attack. Doctor Occult conjures up Yellow Peri, as an
expendable spirit guide for the realms of Hell. Despite this, he rescues her from
a demonic attack that causes her to lose both legs from the knees down. Occult
and Peri find Rose serving the Purgatory-based forces that are attempting to
conquer hell.

Doctor Occult started out as a traditional ghost detective, but underwent
a fundamental transformation in 1936. According to historian Les Daniels, the
Doctor “developed immense strength and began flying around in a red and
blue outfit. He thus served as a prototype for the unpublished Superman.”? For
that reason, Siegal and Shuster later changed his name to the less controversial
Doctor Mystic. Thus, according to Knowles, “Here, then, is our missing link
in the evolution from Theory and the Golden Dawn to Spider-Man and the
Flash.”? As explained in The Comic Book Book, by Dick O’Donnell, “students of
the history of comics must regard the Occult-Mystic figure as a definite prototype
of Superman, performing man of the feats Superman later performed, but doing
so by supernatural rather than super scientific means.””’

As pointed out by Knowles, the name of Superman’s planet “Krypton” is
derived from the Greek word krypton, meaning “hidden” or “secret” and which
is translated in Latin as “occult.” Knowles further suggests that there is a strong
similarity between the depiction of Lex Luthor and Aleister Crowley, who was
referred to by Siegel in Adventure #27 as a “magician” who creates a Homonculus
in an attempt to find the “very secret of life itself.”*

In Seduction of the Innocent, German-American psychiatrist Fredric Wertham
also claimed that Superman was both un-American and a fascist. Published in
1954, Wertham’s book, which warned that comic books were a negative form of
popular literature, was a minor bestseller. Wertham cited overt or covert depictions
of violence, drug use, and hidden sexual themes of sexual perversion in Wonder
Woman, and Batman and Robin as homosexual partners. Wonder Woman
is a warrior princess of the Amazons of Greek mythology and is known in her
homeland as Princess Diana of Themyscira, with powers of mental telepathy and
astral projection. Her favorite exclamation is “Suffering Sappho,” a reference to the
ancient poet of Lesbos.

Wonder Woman was created by William Moulton Marston (1893-1947), a
psychiatrist already famous for inventing the polygraph machine, forerunner of
his heroine’s “Truth Lasso.” Marston wrote unabashedly about the benefits of
bondage and went so far as to claim that women enjoy it.” The Wonder Woman
character was inspired by his wife Elizabeth, whom Marston believed to be a
model of that era’s unconventional, liberated woman, as well as Olive Byrne, with
whom the couple lived in an open relationship.”® “Wonder Woman” Marston
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wrote, “is psychological propaganda for the new type of woman who should, I
believe, rule the world.”!






14. Cybernetics

Tavistock Institute

According to one of the field’s pioneers, anthropologist Gregory Bateson,
cybernetics, an approach to controlling societies, is “the biggest bite out of the
Tree of Knowledge that mankind has taken in the last 2,000 years.”! Bateson was
a leading member of the Cybernetics Group, a CIA project that both directed the
evolution of the personal computer, and contributed to the CIA “mind-control”
program, known as MK-Ultra. MK-Ultra was imported to the US from the eugenic
practices of the Nazis, in relation to their psychiatric studies into the roots of
schizophrenia, which sought to explain the causes of neurosyphilis, which was
the source of Nietzsche’s insanity. MK-Ultra was an extension of the enduring
collaboration between the CIA and the Nazis, which persisted after World War I1.

In 1945, when the Joint Intelligence Objectives Agency was established and
given direct responsibility for Operation Paperclip, a precursor of the CIA’s
notorious MK-Ultra program of human research into behavioral modification was
begun. Operation Paperclip was a project of the OSS, whose contacts with Nazis
inside the Third Reich were initiated by Allen Dulles, later head of the CIA. Dulles
had been stationed in Berne, Switzerland, where he was the organization’s Swiss
Director. Through Operation Paperclip, over 1,500 German scientists, technicians,
and engineers from Nazi Germany and other foreign countries were brought to the
US for employment in the aftermath of World War I1.

At the end of the war, Nazi psychiatrists were rescued from Germany under
the supervision of Montagu Norman and John Rawlings Rees, a doctor at the
psychological watfare unit called the Tavistock Institute.? MK-Ultra, begun in the
1950s, developed from the behavior control research project coordinated by the
Tavistock Institute, with the Scottish Rite Masons, the CIA, and other British,
American, Canadian and United Nations agencies. Formed at Oxford University,
London, in 1920 by the Round Table’s RIIA, the Tavistock Clinic, whose members
referred to themselves as an “invisible college,” became the Psychiatric Division of
the British Army during World War IT.

The clinic took its name from its benefactor Herbrand Russell, Marquees of
Tavistock, 11th Duke of Bedford, of the influential Russell family. Herbrand shared
the same grandfather with Bertrand Russell. Herbrand’s son, Hastings Russell,
Lord Tavistock, the 12th Duke of Bedford had become patron of the British
Peoples Party, a far-right political party founded in 1939 and led by ex-members
of Oswald Mosley’s British Union of Fascists. It was Hastings Russell that Rudolf
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Hess flew to contact about ending World War II. Many consider Hess to have been a
double agent recruited by Karl Haushofer for the infamous Soviet “Red Orchestra”
network, and to have been assisted in his famous escape from Germany by MIG6,
along with Aleister Crowley and his friend Ian Fleming, author of the James Bond
novels, and Hess’ Freemason contact, the Duke of Hamilton, who was also a friend
of Haushofer’s son Albrecht.

A successor organization, the Tavistock Institute of Human Relations, was
then founded in 1946 under a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation, when it
separated from the Tavistock Clinic. According to John Coleman, a former British
Intelligence agent, it was Tavistock-designed methods that got the US into World
War II and which, under the guidance of Dr. Kurt Lewin, established the OSS.
Tavistock became known as the focal point in Britain for psychoanalysis and the
psychodynamic theories of Sigmund Freud and his followers. Tavistock is ostensibly
a British charity concerned with group behavior and organizational behavior.
Tavistock engages in educational, research and consultancy work in the social
sciences and applied psychology. Its clients ate chiefly public sector organizations,
including the European Union, several British government departments, and some
private clients. Its network now extends from the University of Sussex to the US
through the Stanford Research Institute (SRI), Esalen Institute, MIT, Hudson
Institute, Brookings Institution, Aspen Institute, Heritage Foundation, the Center
of Strategic and International Studies at Georgetown, US Air Force Intelligence,
and the RAND Corporation.’

Frankfurt School

The Tavistock Institute’s projects were a follow-up on the work of the Frankfurt
School, a predominantly Jewish group of philosophers and Marxist theorists who
fled Germany when Hitler shut down their Institut fiir Sozialforschung, “Institute for
Social Research,” at the University of Frankfurt. The school’s main figures sought
to learn from and synthesize the works of such varied thinkers as Kant, Hegel,
Marx, Freud, Weber and Lukacs, focusing on the study and criticism of culture
developed from the thought of Freud. The Frankfurt School’s most well-known
proponents included Max Horkheimer, media theorist Theodor Adorno, Herbert
Marcuse, Walter Benjamin and Jurgen Habermas. Dr. Kurt Lewin, the founder of
the study of “group dynamics,” was a member of the Frankfurt school in America,
and an important influence on the work of the Tavistock Institute.

Following Hitler’s rise to power in 1933, members of the Frankfurt School
left Germany for Geneva before moving to New York in 1935, where they became
affiliated with the New School for Social Research. There, they became associated
with the University in Exile, which the New School had founded in 1933, with
financial contributions from the Rockefeller Foundation, to be a haven for scholars
dismissed from teaching positions by the Italian fascists or Nazi Germany.

The members of the Frankfurt School were, for the most part, from
assimilated Jewish families. And it would seem, due to their secularism despite
retaining a Jewish identity, as well as their cohesiveness and theories promoting a
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reinterpretation of traditional morality, particularly sexual morality, that they must
have been of Sabbatean origin. When they treated religious topics, as in the case
of Walter Benjamin, it was of a decidedly mystical orientation. Frankfurt School
historian Martin Jay concedes that a certain degree of Jewish identity nurtured
the Frankfurt School’s perspectives. Jay additionally concedes that the Kabbalah
would have had some influence as well, as noted by one of its own members, Jurgen
Habermas. Jay summarizes:

Jurgen Habermas has recently argued that a striking resemblance exists
between certain strains in the Jewish cultural tradition and in that of
German Idealism, whose roots have often been seen in Protestant Pietism.
One important similarity, which is especially crucial for an understanding
of Critical Theory, is the old cabalistic idea that speech rather than pictures
was the only way to approach God. The distance between Hebrew, the
sacred language, and the profane speech of the Diaspora made its impact
on the Jews who were distrustful of the current universe of discourse.
This, so Habermas has argued, parallels the idealist critique of empirical
reality, which reached its height in Hegelian dialectics... The same might
be argued for its [the Frankfurt School’s] ready acceptance of [Freudian]
psychoanalysis, which proved especially congenial to assimilated Jewish
intellectuals.®

The renowned psychologist Catl Jung was also associated with Tavistock. Over
the past two decades, scholars have finally begun to study the neglected influence
of the occult, and they have singled out five figures as the chief influences in the
twentieth century: H.P. Blavatsky, Rudolf Steiner, George Gurdjieff, René Guénon
and Carl Jung. The uncle to Jung’s grandfather was Johann Sigmund Jung (1745-
1824), a member of the Illuminati.” Jung indicated that his own grandfather was a
Freemason, and that his coat of arms included Rosicrucian and Masonic symbolism.
In his autobiography, Jung attributes the roots of his destiny as the founder of
analytical psychology to his ancestor Dr. Carl Jung of Mainz (d. 1645), whom he
portrays as a follower of the Rosicrucian and alchemist Michael Maier.®

Jung was convinced that he had been chosen by God for a prophetic mission
to herald the dawning Age of Aquarius and it is through him that the idea became a
mainstay of the counterculture of the 1960s and 1970s.” Richard Noll, in The Aryan
Christ: The Secret Life of Carl Jung, has argued that the early Jung was influenced by
Theosophy, sun worship and vélkisch nationalism in developing the ideas on the
collective unconscious and atchetypes.'” Among the formative influences on Jung
were writings of Blavatsky’s secretary, G.R.S. Mead, on Gnosticism, Hermeticism
and Mithraism. Jung’s research on Kundalini is considered a milestone in the
bridging of Western psychology with the Eastern model of Kundalini.

Jung also worked with CIA, despite the fact that in 1934 he published an
attack on Freud as a proponent of “insidious Jewish psychology,” and in his 1938
essay Wotan he praised Hitler as a “visionary, an inspired shaman with magical power,
a spiritual vessel.” US military intelligence apparently found that claims of Jung’s
Nazi sympathies were unsubstantiated, and cleared him for employment in the OSS
where he was known as “Agent 488” by Allen Dulles. Jung had a devoted student
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in Mary Bancroft, who became Dulles’ mistress while he was stationed in Berne.
Bancroft affectionately referred to Jung as a “sex symbol,” despite his age, and acted
as an intermediary through which he was able to conduct a case study of Dulles, who
he considered a “quite a tough nut.””*”” Dulles later remarked: “Nobody will probably
ever know how much Prof Jung contributed to the allied cause during the wat.”"!

Jung became the central figure at the Eranos conferences, an intellectual
discussion group dedicated to the study of psychology, religion, philosophy and
spirituality. The group was founded by Olga Froebe-Kapteyn in 1933, and the
conferences have been held annually on the grounds of her estate near Ascona
in Switzerland, an important center of bohemian activism. In 1900, Henri
Oecdenkoven and Ida Hofmann founded Monte Verita (The Mountain of Truth),
a utopian commune near Ascona, which became a sort of early New Age haven of
bohemianism and the occult, featuring experimentation in surrealism, paganism,
feminism, pacifism, nudism, psychoanalysis and alternative healing. Between 1900
and 1920, the community and the settlement of projects around it was home for
shorter or longer periods to a large number of famous people, ranging from artists
and writers, such as Paul Klee and Herman Hesse, and to well known anarchists,
such as Peter Kropotkin. There were Dadaists and dancers such as Isadora Duncan,
and psychologists and theosophists, including Rudolf Steiner. Even Lenin and
Trotsky were visitors at one time.

Crowley’s OTO had its only female lodge at Ascona. In 1916, Reuss moved to
Basel, Switzerland where he established an “Anational Grand Lodge and Mystic
Temple” of OTO and the Hermetic Brotherhood of Light at Monte Verita. In
1917, Reuss organized a conference there covering many themes, including
societies without nationalism, women’s rights, mystic freemasonry, and dance as
art, ritual and religion.

The dominant figure at Ascona was Dr. Otto Gross, a student of Freud and
friend of Carl Jung, who had been part of Max Webet’s circle when Frankfurt
School founder Georg Lukacs was also a member. Among those in his entourage
whom he influenced were Franz Kafka, Martin Buber, and Alma Mahler, the wife
of composer and Theosophical Society member, Gustav Mahler.”? Jung claimed
his entire worldview changed when he attempted to analyze Gross, and partially
had the tables turned on him. Gross’ motto, taken from Nietzsche, was “repress
nothing.” Based on his interpretation of Nietzsche and Freud, Gross’ aim was
to revive the cult of the pagan goddess to bring about a “sexual utopia” through
“sexual revolution and orgy.”"® Jung wrote Freud:

Dr. Gross tells me he puts a quick stop to the transference by turning people
into sexual immoralists. He says the transference to the analyst and its
persistent fixation are more monogamy symbols and as such symptomatic
of repression. The truly healthy state for the neurotic is sexual immorality.
Hence he associates you with Nietzsche."

Gross took part in the anarchist movement of the time. As a psychoanalyst,
Gross was one of the first disciples of Sigmund Freud, but they had a falling out
at the first formal psychoanalysis convention, when Gross wanted to draw radical
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political conclusions from Freud’s theories. Gross was described by Freud’s English
disciple, Ernest Jones, as:

...the nearest approach to the romantic ideal of a genius I have ever met,
and he also illustrated the supposed resemblance of genius to madness, for
he was suffering from an unmistakeable form of insanity that before my
very eyes culminated in murdert, asylum and suicide.”

As noted by Elizabeth Wilson in Bobemians, madness was quite prevalent
among bohemians, and Gross, “and his fellow Nietzscheans blurred the distinction
between madman and seer. Nietzsche himself had gone mad, and Gross was the
hero of a youth movement for whose adherents madness was a privileged condition
and the psychiattic asylum an instrument of patriarchal state opptession.”"” As
a bohemian drug user from youth, as well as an advocate of free love, Gross is
sometimes credited as a founding father of twentieth century counterculture. While
working as a ship’s doctor in 1900 he became addicted to cocaine, and remained
an addict for the rest of his life. He entered a clinic for it several times but did not
succeed in becoming clean. Gross was involved in a number of scandalous affairs
and illegitimate children. He had an affair with Frieda Weekly, who later eloped
with D.H. Lawrence, with whom she would spend the rest of her life.

Froebe-Kapteyn established Eranos at the suggestion of the eminent German
religious historian Rudolf Otto (1869-1937), an ecarly theorist of the psychology
of religion. Over the years, interests at Eranos included Yoga and Meditation in
East and West, Ancient Sun Cults and the Symbolism of Light in the Gnosis and
in Early Christianity, Man and Peace, Creation and Organization and The Truth
of Dreams. Participants over the years have included the scholar of Hinduism,
Heinrich Zimmer, Karl Kerényi the scholar of Greek mythology, the Traditionalist
Mircea Eliade, Gilles Quispel the scholar of Gnosticism, Gershom Scholem, and
Henry Corbin a scholar of Islamic Sufism and Ismailism.

According to Mark Sedgwick in Against the Modern World: Traditionalism and
the Secret Intellectual History of the Twentieth Century, Romanian scholar Mircea Eliade
(1907-1986), was a central figure in the history of Traditionalism." He was first
interested in Theosophy and the works of Louis-Claude de Saint-Martin, and
in 1927 was a distant follower of Julius Evola’s and Arturo Reghini’s right-wing
esoteric organization, the Gruppo di Ur. Like his intimate friend Julius Evola, Eliade
was introduced to the work of Guénon by Reghini.”

Schizophrenia

At the peak of its popularity, eugenics was supported by a wide variety of prominent
people including, in addition to Winston Churchill, Theodore Roosevelt, Herbert
Hoover, a disproportionate number of Fabians, including Havelock Ellis, H.G.
Wells, George Bernard Shaw, John Maynard Keynes and Sidney Webb, and others
influenced by them, like sexologist Norman Haire and sex educators Marie Stopes
and Margaret Sanger. Hoare and Stopes were also members of the Malthusian
League, which owed its origin to Annie Besant. The Malthusian League also forms
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part of the society within Aldous Huxley’s novel Brave New World. Sanger, whose
mentor was Havelock Ellis, was the founder of the American Birth Control League,
which later became the Planned Parenthood Federation of America.

Eugenics became an academic discipline at many colleges and universities, and
received funding from many sources.” Three International Eugenics Conferences
presented a global venue for eugenicists with meetings in 1912 in London, and in
1921 and 1932 in New York. Eugenic policies were first implemented in the eatly
1900s in the United States. Later, in the 1920s and 1930s, the eugenic policy of
sterilizing certain mental patients was implemented in other countries, including
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Japan, and Sweden.

The methods of implementing eugenics varied by country. However, some of
the early twentieth century methods involved identifying and classifying individuals
and their families, including the poor, mentally ill, blind, deaf, developmentally
disabled, promiscuous women, homosexuals, and racial groups (such as the
Gypsies and Jews in Nazi Germany) as “degenerate” or “unfit,” the segregation or
institutionalization of such individuals and groups, their sterilization, euthanasia,
and even mass murder.

In addition to being practiced in a number of countries, eugenics was
internationally organized through the International Federation of FEugenic
Organizations. Its scientific aspects were carried on through research bodies such
as the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Anthropology, Human Heredity, and Eugenics,
the Cold Spring Harbour Carnegie Institution for Experimental Evolution, and the
Eugenics Record Office.

Much of the funding for eugenics studies was supplied by the Rockefeller
Foundation, founded by John D. Rockefeller, which served as the arm of the family’s
wide-ranging plans for social change. The Rockefellers hinted at their Luciferian
tendencies by installing the highly recognizable bronze gilded statue of Prometheus
in front of Rockefeller Plaza. The inscription, a paraphrase from Aeschylus, on the
granite wall behind, reads: “Prometheus, teacher in every art, brought the fire that
hath proved to mortals a means to mighty ends.”

After World War I, the Rockefeller Foundation began funding a medical
specialty known as psychiatric genetics in Germany. The field adapted to psychiatry
the concepts of eugenics, or more specifically, race purification, race hygiene, or
race betterment developed in London’s Galton Laboratory and its sister eugenics
societies in England and America. In Germany, the Rockefeller Foundation created
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Psychiatry in Munich (formerly known as the
Kraepelin Institute) and the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Anthropology, Eugenics
and Human Heredity.

The Kraepelin institute had initially been endowed by Paul Warburg’s brother-
in-law James Loeb, of the Kuhn-Loeb banking family, and Gustav Krupp von
Bohlen und Halbach, head of the Krupp family. The institute was named after
Emil Kraepelin (1856 —1926), who is considered the founder of modern scientific
psychiatry, as well as of psychopharmacology and psychiatric genetics.” The theories
of Kraepelin, whom Freud nicknamed “the super-pope” of psychiatry, dominated
the subject at the start of the twentieth century, although he was eventually
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overshadowed by the reception of Freud. He at one time hired Otto Gross as his
assistant, but later fired him for erratic behavior and drug abuse. Kraepelin believed
the chief origin of psychiatric disease to be biological and genetic malfunction,
and is best known for devising the Kraepelinian dichotomy, which reduced the
complex psychiatric terminologies of the nineteenth century by dividing them into
two classes: manic depressive psychosis and dementia praecox (“premature dementia”
or “precocious madness”), now referred to as schizophrenia.

Heading both of the Rockefeller-funded Kaisser Wilhelm institutions in
Munich was the fascist Swiss psychiatrist Ernst Riidin, assisted by his protégés
Otmar Freiherr von Verschuer and Franz J. Kallmann. Radin developed the
concept of “empirical genetic prognosis” of mental disorders, having worked
as assistant to Eugene Bleuler, a Swiss psychiatrist and eugenicist, whose
thought was derived from Spinoza and Nietzsche.? Bleuler is noted for his
contributions to the understanding of mental illness and for coining the terms
“schizophrenia,” as well as “schizoid” and “autism.” Following his interest in
hypnotism, Bleuler became interested in Freud’s work.? During the eatly 1900s,
Bleuler’s assistant was Carl Jung, and the two men were early members with
Freud in the Vienna Psychoanalytic Society. Inspired by Freud’s work, Bleuler
was one of the first to apply psychoanalytic principles in treating psychotic
clients. In Freud’s own admission, it was Bleuler who did more for the early
acceptance of his theories than anyone.*

In 1932, at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City, Rtidin
was designated president of the worldwide Eugenics Federation. When Hitler came
to powert, his regime appointed Riidin head of the Racial Hygiene Society. Ridin
and his staff, as part of the Task Force of Heredity Experts chaired by SS chief
Heinrich Himmler, drew up the Nazi sterilization law. It is estimated that between
220000 and 269500 individuals with schizophrenia were sterilized or killed.
This total represents between 73 percent and 100 percent of all individuals with
schizophrenia living in Germany between 1939 and 1945.%

Though paradoxically he had been a student of Ridin, Kallmann fled Germany
in 1936 for the United States because he was discovered to be of Jewish heritage.
Kallmann had advocated the examination of relatives of schizophrenia patients
with the aim of finding and sterilizing the “nonaffected carriers” of the supposed
recessive gene responsible for the condition. In fact, a 2013 study published in
Nature and conducted by Professor Ariel Darvasi, assistant dean of the Faculty of
Life Sciences at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, in coordination with Dr. Todd
Lencz from The Feinstein Institute for Medical Research in New York, announced
the discovery that variations of the DNST3 gene render Ashkenazi Jews 40 percent
more likely to develop such psychiatric disorders than non-Jews.*

Ridin was released from internment in the US, in 1947 after a “denazification”
trial where he was supported by former colleague Kallmann. Nevertheless, Riudin
has been cited as a more senior and influential architect of Nazi crimes than the
infamous Josef Mengele who had attended his lectures and been employed by his
Institute. In 1943, Mengele, an assistant of Otmar Verschuer, was made medical
commandant at Auschwitz, which conducted experiments with pathogens,
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poisonous and psychotropic substances as well as mescaline. As wartime director
of Rockefellet’s Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in Berlin, Verschuer secured funds for
Mengele’s expetriments at Auschwitz from the German Reseatch council.”

After the war, Mengele was a famous target of Nazi-hunters pursuing him
to South America, but Verschuer was saved from prosecution by Kallman who
testified at his denazification proceedings. When he emigrated to America, with
Verschuer and other ex-Nazis, Kallmann created the American Society of Human
Genetics, which organized the “Human Genome Project.” Kallman also became
director of research in the New York State Psychiatric Institute, attached to
Columbia University in New York, home to MK-Ultra experiments.

The director of the Psychiatric Institute was Dr. Nolan D.C. Lewis, of the
Scottish Rite Freemasons, who joined the Rockefellers in sponsoring the study
of psychiatric genetics beginning in 1934. In 1936, Lewis, as the Scottish Rite’s
Field Representative of Research on Dementia Praecox, reported to the Scottish Rite
Northern Supreme Council “on the progress of the fourteen research projects being
financed by the Supreme Council”® Dr. Lewis was the first practicing American
psychoanalyst, and Freud authorized him to practice analysis without undergoing a
personal analysis. Lewis was one of the first American psychiatrists, if not the first,
to experiment with mescaline.?” In 1945, Lewis and Paul L. Schroedet, colonel and
psychiatrist, University College of Illinois, and Dr. Ewen Cameron, of the infamous
MK Ultra experiments at McGill University, were invited to the Nuremberg Ttrials
for a psychiatric evaluation of Rudolph Hess.*

Scottish Rite strategist Dr. Winfred Overholser, the superintendent of St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital, a federal mental hospital in Washington DC, provided overall
leadership for the Rite’s psychiatric research. In 1942, William “Wild Bill” Donovan,
then head of the OSS, assembled a team of prestigious American scientists and
asked them to develop a “truth serum.” Dr. Overholser was appointed chairman
of the research committee, which used facilities and staff at St. Elizabeth’s hospital
to study the effects of numerous drugs, including alcohol, mescaline, barbiturates,
caffeine, peyote and scopolamine. Eventually, marijuana was chosen as the most
effective. OSS documents reported that smoking a mix of tobacco and marijuana
brought about a “state of irresponsibility, causing the subject to be loquacious and
free in his impartation of information.””

In 1948, Dr. Overholser was the “Chairman for Discussion” of an International
Congtress on Mental Health at the Ministry of Health in London attended by the
world’s psychiatric and psychological leaders. The congress was gathered by the
National Association for Mental Health, founded in 1944 by Montagu Norman,
after he resigned from the Bank of England. At this congress, a World Federation
for Mental Health (WFMH) was formed for which Norman picked as president
Brig. Gen. Dr. John Rawlings Rees, the head of the Tavistock Institute, with Carl
Jung serving as his vice-president. During World War 11, Rees had been appointed
to the War Office and arranged to train officers of the OSS in psychological warfare.
Together with Henry Dicks, a fellow member of the Tavistock Clinic group, Rees
was charged with the care of Rudolf Hess at the secret prison locations where he
was held following his capture. Rees apparently established a relationship with Hess,
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whose diaries record many meetings with “Colonel Rees,” when Hess accused his
captors of attempting to poison, drug, and “mesmetrize” him.*

The International Congress, in effect, founded the modern psychiatric
profession. The first speaker was anthropologist and occultist Margaret Mead who
would be president of the WFMH in 1956 and 1957. During 1936-1950, Mead was
married to anthropologist Gregory Bateson, who during the war had worked with
the OSS. Ultimately, the science of “applied” anthropology was a government
project that began with the OSS to determine how to control civilian populations.
During the war, the OSS employed over two-dozen anthropologists, and by 1947,
as many as three-fourths of professional anthropologists were “working in some
wat-related governmental capacity,” either full or part-time.* Bateson was qualified
for his work with the OSS due to his carlier anthropological research which was
on the subject of “schismogenesis,” the study of how societies become divisive and
dysfunctional. In other words, divide and conquer. As a “psychological planner” in
Southeast Asia, Bateson spent much of his wartime duty designing and carrying out
“black propaganda” radio broadcasts from remote, secret locations in Burma and
Thailand, and also worked in China, India, and Ceylon.

Margaret Mead became famous for her controversial Coming of Age in Samoa,
published in 1928, which focused on the psychosexual development of adolescent
children on the island of Samoa. Mead would also help launch the modern feminist
movement through her patronage of Betty Friedan, a student-protégé of Kurt Lewin.
Mead and Lawrence K. Frank, who would also later become president of the WFMH,
authored its founding statement, which they titled, Manifesto of the First International:
“The goal of mental health has been enlarged from the concern for the development
of healthy personalities to the larger tasks of creating a healthy society... The concept
of mental health is co-extensive with wotld order and wortld community.””**

The two UN agencies with which the WFMH works most closely are the World
Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Eugenics strategist Sir Julian Huxley, brother
to Aldous Huxley, was the first Director of UNESCO. According to Julian, “The
lowest strata are reproducing too fast. Therefore... they must not have too easy
access to relief or hospital treatment lest the removal of the last check on natural
selection should make it too easy for children to be produced or to survive; long
unemployment should be a ground for sterilization.”*® Huxley furthet explained
the purpose of UNESCO:

At the moment, it is probable that the indirect effect of civilisation is
dysgenic instead of eugenic; and in any case it seems likely that the dead
weight of genetic stupidity, physical weakness, mental instability, and
disease-proneness, which already exist in the human species, will prove too
great a burden for real progress to be achieved. Thus even though it is quite
true that any radical eugenic policy will be for many years politically and
psychologically impossible, it will be important for Unesco to see that the
eugenic problem is examined with the greatest care, and that the public
mind is informed of the issues at stake so that much that now is unthinkable
may at least become thinkable.*
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UNESCO also instituted the Comenius Medal, named after the Rosicrucian
adept, which honors what it deems outstanding achievements in the fields of
education research and innovation.

Cybernetics Group

The Cybernetics Group was the umbrella under which the CIA and British
Intelligence conducted their experimentation in mass population control through
the use of psychedelic drugs, including LSD to produce the counterculture of
the 1960s, and simultaneously, the development of the personal computer, two
trajectories that were closely related. The project became famous in the 1970s under
a CIA code name, “MK-Ultra.”

The Cybernetics Group was unofficially launched in 1942 at a conference in New
York, sponsored by Frank Fremont-Smith, the medical director of the CIA front,
the Josiah Macy Foundation. Fremont-Smith would be the permanent co-director of
the World Federation for Mental Health (WFMH) with Rees.”” In connection with
the founding of the (WEFMH), headed by John Rawlings Rees, a New York agent of
Montagu Norman named Clarence G. Michalis had been made chairman of the board of
the Macy Foundation. Rees, along with Margaret Mead, Lawrence K. Frank, Fremont-
Smith and Frankfurt School director Max Horkheimer, who were all in Paris together
in the summer of 1948 to launch the WEMH, formed the core of the Cybernetics
Group. Conference attendees also included the Tavistock Institute’s Kurt Lewin.

Cybernetics evolved out of the intersection of mathematics and engineering
in US military research in World War I1.%¥ The goal of the Cybernetics Group
was to develop a science that makes it possible to predict and control human
behavior. Arturo Rosenblueth, n influential member of the core group at the Macy
Conferences, speaking on behalf of John von Neumann and his mentor Norbert
Wiener, proposed to gather together a group of scientists to devise experiments in
social control, based on the assumption that the human brain was merely a complex
input/output machine, and that human behavior could, in effect, be programmed,
on both on an individual and societal level.

Von Neumann was the foremost mathematical consultant to the “Manhattan
Project,” and had been present at the dramatic first explosion of an atomic bomb
in 1945. Under wartime pressures, Neumann had devised radically new patterns
of formal logical organization for computers, thus significantly advancing that
technology.®” In 1943 von Neumann the seminal book, Theory of Games and Economic
Behavior, which covered applications of mathematics to the social sciences.

Norbert Wiener, a child prodigy, was awarded a PhD from Harvard at the
age of seventeen. He later studied with Bertrand Russell and was later Professor
of Mathematics at MIT. During World War Two, Wiener worked on mathematical
models designed to predict the flying patters of Nazi war planes, which became the
basis of cybernetics. Wiener coined the term “cybernetics,” borrowing from the
ancient Greek word “cyber,” which is related to the idea of government or governing,
Wiener referred to cybernetics as, “the study of control and communication in
machines and living beings.™*
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Wiener wrote two books which would define cybernetics as a scientific field
of interdisciplinary study. His first book, published in 1948, was Cybernetics, or
Communication and Control in the Animal and the Machine. In it, Wiener tried to tie
together different lines of scientific inquiry still novel at the time: digital electronic
computing, information theory, early work on neural networks, feedback systems,
and work in psychology, psychiatry, decision theory, and the social sciences. The
second book was first published in 1950 with the telling title The Human Use of
Human Beings: Cybernetics and Society.

Cybernetics first emerged as psychiatry, but spread to other fields such as
robotics, engineering, biological computing, management, politics, spirituality,
entertainment, the arts, theater and architecture and education.”! Wiener’s work
with cybernetics influenced Gregory Bateson and Margaret Mead, and through
them, anthropology, sociology, and education.”” N. Katherine Hayles puts it in her
book How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics,
cybernetics featured a number of different specialists in a wide range of disciplines,
but it was Wiener who would, “articulate the larger implications of the cybernetic
paradigm and make clear its cosmic significance.”

The Macy Group exercised a particular interest in the 1950 study “The
Authoritarian Personality,” released by the International Institute of Social
Research, a new foundation of the Frankfurt Institute of Social Research, centered
around Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno. “The Authoritarian Personality”
appropriated notions from the theories of Austrian psychologist, Wilhelm Reich
(1897 —1957), regarded as one of the most radical figures in the history of psychiatry.
It was after Reich arrived in the United States that he coined the term “orgone,” a
word derived from a combination of “orgasm” and “organism,” which he used to
refer to a primordial cosmic energy he believed he had discovered and which others
referred to as “God.” In 1940, he started building “orgone energy accumulators,”
devices that his patients sat inside to harness the reputed health benefits, leading to
newspaper stories about “sex boxes” that cured cancer.

Reich was the author of several influential books, including The Mass Psycholog y of
Fascism (1933) and The Sexcual Revolution (1936). The Mass Psychology of Fascism explores
how fascists come into power and explains their rise as a symptom of sexual
repression. In The Sexual Revolution, Reich explains that sexual neuroses derive from
the lack of gratification of natural sexuality. Natural sexuality is left unsatisfied and
thereby creates neuroses due to suppression of these desires by the authoritarian
state, as in Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four. For Reich, this state is characterized best by
the capitalist state that is based on the unit of the patriarchal family, within which
the father mirrors the state as the absolute authority.

In May 1944, the American Jewish Committee (A]JC) established a Department
of Scientific Research, headed by Max Horkheimer, the director of the Frankfurt
School. AJCis one of the oldest Jewish advocacy organizations in the US and has been
described by the New York Times as “the dean of American Jewish organizations.”*
Produced in 1950, The Authoritarian Personality was the most significant of the five
of a project established by Horkheimer, called Studies in Prejudice, produced during
1944-50. The Studies in Prejudice employed a number of Frankfurt School members
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who served in the OSS during the war, as well as Theodor Adorno and others who,
under Horkheimet’s direction, all reconstituted the International Institute of Social
Research in New York.

The authors of The Authoritarian Personality also included R. Nevitt Sanford and
Dr. William Morrow. Sanford had briefly become a research affiliate at the Tavistock
Institute for Human Relations in London. Morrow, the leading protégé of Dr. Kurt
Lewin, a key connection between the Frankfurt School and the Tavistock Institute,
was a research director for the project. The impetus of The Authoritarian Personality
was the Holocaust and the perceived need to identify the root causes of fascism
that led to it. The study conducted thousands of interviews of Americans, to profile
their allegedly deep-seated tendencies toward authoritarianism, prejudice, and anti-
Semitism. Authoritarianism was measured by the F-scale. The “F” was short for
“pre-fascist personality.”

The authors of the study on the Awthoritarian Personality employed the testing
methods of Henry A. Murray (1893 — 1988), an American psychologist who taught
for over 30 years at Harvard University. In 1937 Murray became director of the
Harvard Psychological Clinic. During that time, Murray sat in on lectures by
Alfred North Whitehead, whose process philosophy marked his philosophical and
metaphysical thinking throughout his professional career. During World War 11,
Murray left Harvard and worked as lieutenant colonel for the OSS. In 1943 Murray
helped complete “Analysis of the Personality of Adolph Hitler,” commissioned by
OSS boss William “Wild Bill” Donovan.

Murray saw psychology and the new social sciences as destined to make a
contribution to a world that can live in peace and harmony. In a New World
Otder, with world laws, a world police force and world government, the USA,
according to Murray:

...is the abstraction of ONE WORLD which we are on the verge of creating.
The lot has fallen to the US to take over the direction of carrying out this
last and difficult experiment: a global campaign of good against evil. By
completely dedicating ourselves to the idea of a one world government, we
will stir the hearts of all people on earth with the hope of a security that can
counter any form of totalitarianism. The national citizen is obsolete, and
must be transformed into a world citizen.*

One of the four directors of the Authoritarian Personality project, R. Nevitt
Sanford, played a pivotal role in the experimentation and eventual mass usage of
psychedelic drugs. In 1965, Sanford wrote the forward to Ufopiates: The Use and
Users of LSD 25, which was published by Tavistock Publications, the publishing
arm of Tavistock Institute. Through official military and intelligence conferences
over which it presided, and through various informal and secret operations, the
Cybernetics Group and the Macy Foundation directed the spread of LSD by US
agencies during the 1950s.

Some of the researchers present at the cybernetics conferences later went on
to do extensive government funded research on the psychological effects of LSD,
and its potential as a tool for interrogation and psychological manipulation in
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such projects as the CIA’s MK-Ultra program. The Macy Foundation’s chief LSD
executive, Harold Abramson, was a psychiatric researcher at Columbia University
and at the eugenics center in Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island, New York. In 1953,
the same year that the MK-Ultra was established, Abramson proposed an $85,000
study to the CIA on the effects of LSD on unwitting hospital patients. Funding for
the project was funneled through the Macy Foundation. It was Abramson who first
“turned on” Frank Fremont-Smith.






15. Central Intelligence

Georgetown Set

The Office of Strategic Services (OSS) provided a model for the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) that was established in September 1947. After the war, Truman
wished to disband all agencies with no peacetime activities. The OSS head William
Donovan wrote to Truman’s budget director, and suggested instead that the OSS
provided a means to serve a new political reality due to the advent of the atomic
bomb. Thus was the basis for the creation of the CIA, based in part on the rationale
provided by Gregory Bateson. According to a document from its own studies
archives, titled “The Birth of Central Intelligence,” Bateson wrote to Donovan:

...forecast that the bomb would shift the balance of warlike and peaceful
methods of international pressure. It would be powerless, he said, against
subversive practices, guerrilla tactics, social and economic manipulation,
diplomatic forces, and propaganda either black or white. The nations would
therefore resort to those indirect methods of warfare. The importance of
the kind of work the Foreign Economic Administration, the Office of War
Information, and the Office of Strategic Services had been doing would thus
be infinitely greater than it had ever been. The country could not rely upon
the Army and Navy alone for defense. There should be a third agency to
combine the functions and employ the weapons of clandestine operations,
economic controls, and psychological pressures in the new warfare. But
Bateson thought, and he would not be alone, that this third agency should
be under the Department of State.!

The creation of the CIA was brought about by the lobbying efforts of an
influential group of journalists, politicians, and government officials that became
known as the Georgetown Set. The early members of the group, also known as the
Wisner Gang, were composed initially mainly of former members of the OSS, such
as Frank Wisner, Philip Graham, David Bruce, Tom Braden, Stewart Alsop and
Walt Rostow. Over the next few years, others like James Jesus Angleton, as well as
Chip Bohlen, George Kennan, Skull and Bones member Averill Harriman, John J.
McCloy, Felix Frankfurter and Allen Dulles joined their regular parties.

John J. McCloy, a past president of the World Bank, was chairman of the
Rockefeller and Ford Foundations. He was also chairman of the CFR, where he was
succeeded by David Rockefeller, with whom he had worked closely as chairman of
the Chase Bank.? Prior to the wat, McCloy had been legal counsel to IG Farben. He
became friendly with W. Averell Harriman, and worked as an advisor to the fascist
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government of Benito Mussolini. In his dealings with Germany, McCloy worked
closely with Paul M. Warburg, as well as his brother James Warburg in America. In
19306, he traveled to Berlin where he met with Rudolf Hess, and shared a box with
Hitler and Herman Goering at the Berlin Olympics.

1n 1941, Skull and Bones member Henry L. Stimson selected McCloy to become
his assistant secretary of war. McCloy later blocked the executions of Nazi war
criminals, forged a pact with the Regime of pro-Nazi Admiral Darlan, displaced
Japanese-Americans in California to internment camps, refused to recommend
the bombing of Nazi concentration camps to spare the inmates on grounds that
“the cost would be out of proportion to any possible benefits,” and refused Jewish
refugees entry to the US.> After World War II, McCloy helped shield Klaus Barbie
from the French.

McCloy commuted the death sentences of a number of Nazi war criminals, and
gave early releases to others. One was Alfried Krupp, the ultra-wealthy German
industrialist who was represented by Otto Skorzeny in Argentina, and Hjalmar
Schacht, who subsequently went on the payroll of Aristotle Onassis.* Krupp was
also related through Chip Bohlen’s great-great-uncle, American Civil War general
Henry Bohlen, born 1810, the first foreign-born (German) Union general of the
Civil War. After the war, the Krupp empire achieved infamy for their brutal use of
slave labor during World War I1. It is estimated that around 70,000 of those working
for Krupp died as a result of the methods employed by the guards of the camps.’
Krupp was eventually found guilty of being a major war criminal and sentenced
to twelve years in prison and had all his wealth and property confiscated. In 1951,
McCloy announced that Krupp was to be released, and his property restored to
him, making him one of the richest men in Europe.

From 1954 to 1970, McCloy was chairman of the Council on Foreign Relations
(CFR), having succeeded David Rockefeller. Because of his stature in the legal
world, his long association with the Rockefellers and as a presidential adviser, he
was sometimes referred to as the “Chairman of the American Establishment.”
Along with other members of the Goergetown Set, including George Kennan and
Charles “Chip” Bohlen, McCloy was among the six “wise men,” a group of US
government officials and members of the East Coast foreign policy establishment
who, beginning in the 1940s, developed the containment policy of dealing with the
Communist bloc, and crafted institutions and initiatives such as NATO, the World
Bank and the Marshall Plan. The six friends, who also included Dean Acheson, Skull
and Bones member W. Averell Harriman, and Robert A. Lovett, were important
foreign policy advisors to US presidents from Roosevelt to Lyndon B. Johnson.

According to Frances Stoner Saunders, the author of Who Paid the Piper? The
CILA and the Cultural Cold War, the Georgetown Set were responsible for the creation
of the Congtess for Cultural Freedom (CCF), a CIA plot to contain the influence of
communism, by enrolling the support of the “non-communistleft.” Stonor Saunders
revealed a broad list of intellectuals also on the CIA payroll, including Isaiah Berlin,
Lionel and Diana Trilling, Julian Huxley, Arthur Koestler, Robert Lowell, Daniel
Bell, Mary McCarthy, Mark Rothko, Arthur Schlesinger, and Edward Shils.

The plot also implicated members of the Bloomsbury Group as well as the
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Cambridge Apostles. Known as the “Sovietologists,” regular meetings of the
Georgetown Set took place at Bohlen’s home in Georgetown with George Kennan
and Isaiah Berlin. Berlin, the British philosopher of Russian-Jewish origin, was
implicated in the early-1950s Kim Philby espionage scandal. Kim Philby, the son
of St. John “Abdullah” Philby, was a high-ranking member of British intelligence
who worked as a double agent before finally defecting to the Soviet Union. Philby
was among three Cambridge graduates who brought the Cambridge Apostles to
public attention following the exposure of a spy ring in 1951 that they had passed
information to the KGB. Known as the Cambridge Five, they included MI5 officer
Anthony Blunt, the grand-nephew of Wilfred Wilfrid Scawen.

Chip Bohlen was posted after the war as Ambassador to France where he helped
direct the international secretariat the CCF. One of five honoratry chairmen of the
CCF was Bertrand Russell. The CCF was launched with the help of author Arthur
Koestler, working with Bill Donovan and Allen Dulles. Over a series of meetings it
was decided to create a flagship intellectual journal for CCF, which became known
as Encounter. 1rving Kristol, later the leader of the neoconservative movement,
was chosen to become co-editor with Stephen Spender, a Fabian connected to the
Bloomsbury Group. Spender was also close to W.H. Auden and Aldous Huxley’s
friend Christopher Isherwood, who served as British intelligence operatives. Both
were homosexuals, and later living for a time in Weimar, Germany, Spender became
a well-known poet but his poetry contained allusions to his pedophilic affairs.
“Whatever happens,” he wrote, “I shall never be alone. I shall always have a boy, a
railway fare, or a revolution.””

At the outset, Encounter ran articles by Julian Huxley, Allen Tate, Robert Penn
Warren, W.H. Auden, Thornton Wilder, Jayaprakash Naryan, the Traditionalist
historian Mircea Eliade, Andre Malraux and Guido Piovene. In April of 1952, CCF
held a month-long festival in Paris entitled Masterpieces of the 20th Century. To convince
the world of the superiority of America’s culture to that of the Soviets, the CIA
sponsored American jazz artists, opera recitals and European tours of the Boston
Symphony Orchestra. The CIA also sponsored tours of African-American opera
star Leontyne Price, who referred to herself as the Wisners 78

The festival was used to showcase all the leading lights of the modernist
movement. The conference opened with a performance by the Boston Symphony of
the “Rite of Spring,” by Igor Stravinsky. Also getting top billing were Schoenberg
and Alban Berg, the leading creators of atonal music, as well as Paul Hindemeith
and Claude Debussy, who was a member of the Rosicrucian Kabbalistic Order of
the Rose-Croix (OKR+C) founded by Papus, Saint-Yves and Joséphin Péladan.
Other works performed were those by Theosophical society member Gustav
Mahler. The festival offered Paris its first productions of Gertrude Stein’s and Virgil
Thomson’s Four Saints in Three Acts. The Paris show included works by Matisse,
Derain, Cezanne, Seurat, Chagall, Kandinsky and others regarded as masters of
early-twentieth-century modernism.

It was the CIA which brought to prominence the new modern art movement of
Abstract Expressionism, including the works of Jackson Pollock, Robert Motherwell,
Willem de Kooning and Mark Rothko, whose works were all showcased at the
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Paris festival. MoMA, which was developed by the Rockefeller family, has been
important in developing and collecting modernist art, and is often identified as the
most influential museum of modern art in the world. Tom Braden had been Nelson
Rockefeller’s executive secretary for MoMA from 1947 to 1949 before joining the
CIA, which supported MoMA through its front the Fairfield Foundation. CIA
agent Donald Jameson joked, “Regarding Abstract Expressionism, I'd love to be
able to say that the CIA invented it all, just to see what happened in New York and
downtown Soho tomotrow!”’

Knights of Malta

The CIA has been intricately connected with the Knights of Malta, the current
name of the medieval Knights Hospitallers, who had inherited the domains and
wealth of the Templars. To this day, the Knights of Malta are a unique papal entity
which, although it has no landmass other than a small headquarters in Rome, holds
the status of nation-state. It mints coins, prints stamps, has its own constitution
and issues passports to an accredited diplomatic corps. The grand master of
the order holds a rank in the church equal to a cardinal and is recognized as a
sovereign chief of state by 41 nations. Important known members of the Knights
of Malta have included Lee Iacocca, Alexandre de Marenches (the chief of French
Intelligence under Giscard d’Estaing, himself a Knight of SMOM), as well as Otto
von Hapsburg of Coudenhove-Kalergi’s synarchist Pan-European Union.

The Knights of Malta have been in close relation with Martinism since
Cagliotro, and the Illuminati front, the Philadelphes, which by some accounts had
been established by Marquis de Chefdebien d’Armissan, a Knight of Malta and
member of the Grand Orient and the Amis Reunis.'® The OTO also claimed to be
a body of initiates in whom were concentrated the wisdom and the knowledge of
the various esoteric traditions, including the Knights of Malta and the Martinists.
According to Russ Bellant, “Although it poses as a Catholic organization, the Order
of St. John of Jerusalem is a Masonic group that claims to be the real Knights of
Malta. It’s Grand Master for fifty years until his death several years ago was Charles
Pichel, and adviser... to Hitler aide Ernst Hanfstaengl.”"!

“The Knights of Malta comprise what is perhaps the most exclusive club on
earth,” Stephen Birmingham, the social historian, wrote. “They are more than
the Catholic aristocracy...[they] can pick up a telephone and chat with the pope.”'?
Martin A. Lee, in his article ““Their Will Be Done,” stated that the American branch
of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta (SMOM) is one of the most important
communication channels between the CIA and the Vatican, being able to transfer
money in and out of countties to which neithet the CIA not the Vatican has access.”

The American Association of the Sovereign Military Otrder of Malta
(Knights of Malta, SMOM) was founded in 1927. The Knights of Malta, in
particular Baron Franz von Papen, played a critical role in Hitler’s rise to power.
Von Papen became Chancellor of Germany in 1932 with the support of the Nazis.
In June, he ordered the dissolution of the Reichstag, calling for new elections,
after which the Nazis emerged as the largest party in the new Reichstag. After
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a meeting with Hitler, von Papen persuaded President von Hindenberg to offer
Hitler the Chancellorship, which he assumed in 1933. Von Papen became his
Vice-Chancellor. He was charged with conspiracy to wage aggressive war at the
Nuremberg trials but was acquitted, and subsequently offered a generous pension
from the first postwar Chancellor, Konrad Adenauer.

As explained by Francoise Hervet, “It is probably safe to say that the several
thousand Knights of SMOM, principally in Europe, North, Central, and South
America, comprise the largest most consistently powerful and reactionary
membership of any organization in the wotld today.”"* In 1934, member John ]J.
Raskob, working closely with Morgan Bank’s John Davis, had been a principal
financier in the plot to organize a failed fascist coup in the US. By 1941, Francis
Cardinal Spellman was listed as the Grand Protector and Spiritual Advisor of the
Order. Spellman worked with Pope Pius XII to help Nazi war criminals escape
justice. During his tenure in New York, Spellman’s considerable national influence
carned his residence the nickname of “the Powerhouse.” He hosted prominent
figures such as Joseph P. Kennedy Sr, Bernard Baruch, David 1. Walsh, John
William McCormack and numerous other politicians, entertainers and clergymen.

Although Spellman frequently criticized films he perceived to be “immoral”
or “indecent,” John Cooney, one of his biographers, cited four interviewees who
stated that Spellman was homosexual, and journalist Michelangelo Signorile
described Spellman as “one of the most notorious, powerful and sexually voracious
homosexuals in the American Catholic Chutch’s history.”'> A biographer of J. Edgat
Hoover, Curt Gentry, also maintained that Hoovet’s files contained “numerous
allegations that Spellman was a very active homosexual.”'s

Since 1943, as explained by Frederic Laurent, “the Holy See became the
clandestine center of Anglo-American espionage in Italy””” Knight of Malta and
OSS chief William Donovan, had secretly established an intelligence connection
with the Vatican as eatly as 1941, when he evacuated the Dominican Father Felix
A. Mortlion from Lisbon to New York. Morlion subsequently worked closely with
Giovanni Battista Montini, the future Pope Paul VI. In 1944, Pope Pius XII
decorated Donovan with the Grand Cross of the Order of Saint Sylvester, the oldest
and most prestigious of papal knighthoods, given to only a hundred other men in
history, who “by feat of arms, or writings, or outstanding deeds, have spread the
Faith, and have safeguarded and championed the Chutch.”"®

According to Alexis Bugnolo, Pope Paul VI belonged to a network of
consecrations that could be traced back to Cardinal Rampolla, whom the OTO
claimed as one of its leading members. The Liber LII: Manifesto of the OTO lists
as having participated in the assemblies of the OTO, or in more remote times
as including among others, Merlin, Orpheus, Dante, Paracelsus, Jakob Boechme,
John Dee, Francis Bacon, Andreae and Elias Ashmole. Purported more recent
participants included Goethe, Nietzsche, Wagner, Papus, Hargrave Jennings, Carl
Kellner, Franz Hartmann and Cardinal Rampolla. When Leo XIII died in 1903, it
was widely expected that Rampolla would be elected pope. His candidacy gained
momentum until the last moment when the Austrian Emperor Francis Joseph I,
imposed the veto Jus exclusivae during the Conclave. Craig Heimbichner, writing in
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the August 2003 Catholic Family News, states that Monsignor Jouin is said to have
intervened personally with Emperor Franz Joseph to ask for the Jus exclusivae to
be invoked, having procured some evidence that Cardinal Rampolla had at least a
close affinity with the Freemasons.”

Curiously, Rampolla had been secretary of state to Leo XIII, who had issued
one the most profound condemnations of Freemasonry, the encyclical Humanum
Genus in 1884. Like Pope Pius IX before him, L.eo XIII requested the publication
of the Alta Vendita, a text purportedly produced by the highest lodge of the Italian
Carbonari and written by Gluseppe Mazzini. It was first published by Jacques
Crétineau-Joly in The Church and the Revolution. The pamphlet was popularized in
the English-speaking world by Monsignor George F. Dillon in 1885 with his book
The War of Anti-Christ with the Church and Christian Civilization. Astoundingly, the
document details a Masonic plot to infiltrate the Catholic Church and ultimately
install a Masonic pope. In its 1819 “Permanent Instruction” to its members, the
Alta Vendita stated:

Our final end is that of Voltaire and of the French Revolution, the destruction
forever of Catholicism and even of the Christian idea... Catholicism has a
life much more tenacious than that. It has seen the most implacable, the most
terrible adversaries, and it has often had the malignant pleasure of throwing
holy water on the tombs of the most enraged... The Pope, whoever he may
be, will never come to the secret societies. It is for the secret societies to
come first to the Church, in the resolve to conquer the two... The work
which we have undertaken is not the work of a day, nor of a month, nor of a
year. It may last many years, a century perhaps, but in our ranks the soldier
dies and the fight continues... We do not mean to win the Popes to our
cause, to make them neophytes of our principles, and propagators of our
ideas... That which we ought to demand, that which we should seek and
expect, as the Jews expected the Messiah, is a Pope according to our wants.?’

The network referred to by Bugnolo, which was first revealed by Dr. Austen
Ivereigh in The Great Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope, conspired
together to promote the candidacy of Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, who became
the current Pope Francis. Their goal, according to Bugnolo, was the destruction of
the Catholic Church. As demonstrated by Bugnolo, the network was a consequence
of the conclave that concluded with the election Pope St. Pius X instead of
Rampolla. The followers of Rampolla were raised to the dignity of the episcopate
and ordained by Pius X, while those of the Pius X by Cardinal Rampolla. In the first
case, the co-consecrators were either both or at least in one individual, themselves
bishops ordained by Cardinal Rampolla.*!

Pope Paul VI continued the Second Vatican Council which he closed in 1965,
implementing its numerous reforms, including the easing of the Church’s stance
towards Masonry. He surrounded himself with Freemasons, including Secretary of
State Cardinal Jean Villot, Pasquale Macchi, who was Pope Paul’s Prelate of Honour
and Private Secretary until he was excommunicated for heresy but reinstated by
Villot and made a Cardinal, and Cardinal Augustin Bea who was Secretary of State
under Pope John XXIII and Pope Paul VI.?
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Cardinal Annibale Bugnini was appointed by Paul VI to create a new liturgy. In
a bold reference to the Masonic dictum found on the reverse side of the American
dollar bill, the name of his new liturgy was the “Novus Ordo Missae,” Latin for
“New Order of Mass.” After the New Order worship service was formulated,
Dr. Smith, the Lutheran representative, publicly boasted, “We have finished the
work that Martin Luther began.” Bugnini explained his aim as being to redesign
the New Mass so as “to strip from our Catholic prayers and from the Catholic
liturgy everything which can be the shadow of a stumbling block for our separated
brethren, that is, for the Protestants.”?

Bugnini was eventually exiled to Iran by Paul VI due to allegations that he was
a Freemason.® But Paul VI himself hinted at a similar allegiance in a speech to the

UN assembly in New York, March 6, 1967:

Your vocation is to bring not just some people, but all people together
as brothers. Who can fail to see the need and importance of thus
gradually coming to the establishment of a ‘world authority’ capable of
taking effective action on the juridical and political plane. Delegates
to international organization, public officials, gentlemen of the press,
teachers and educators, all of you, must realize that you have your part to
play in the construction of a New World Order.

This close collaboration between the future Paul VI and the CIA continued
after the war through the intermediary James Jesus Angleton, a key member of
the Georgetown Set and also a Knight of Malta. Angleton, the long-time chief of
Counterintelligence, was the head of the CIA’s Vatican Desk as well as the Israel
Desk. Angleton was responsible for liaison with Israel’s Mossad and Shin Bet
agencies, crucial relationships that he managed for the remainder of his career.
Angleton also become responsible for the Lovestone Empire, the network run for
the CIA by Jay Lovestone. A former head of the Communist Party of the United
States, later a trade union leader, Lovestone worked with foreign unions using
covert funds to construct a worldwide system of anti-communist unions.

When he became head of the organization, Knight of Malta Allen Dulles hired
the services of Reinhard Gehlen.” The Knights of Malta gave Gehlen its highest
award of honor, the Gran Croci Al Merito Conplacca, in 1948. Though Gehlen was not
a Catholic, he was awarded the honor because of his efforts in the “crusade against
godless Communism.”*® Gehlen was subsequently installed by the Americans as
the first chief of West Germany’s sectet service, the Bundesnachtrichtdienst (BND),
under West German Chancellor Adenauer, who had received the Magistral Grand
Cross personally from SMOM Grand Master Prince Chigi. In 1950, it was McCloy
who had been given the task of appointing a new head of the West German Secret
Service. After discussing it with Frank Wisner, he decided on Gehlen.

Angleton was also friends with Ezra Pound, whom he had met in Italy, where
Angleton had spent his boyhood. Also a poet, Angleton carried on an extensive
correspondence with Pound, as well as E.E. Cummings and T.S. Eliot, among
others. Angleton introduced Pound to Yale and founded the university’s literary
magazine Furioso. During World War II, the Italian government paid Pound to
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produce radio broadcasts criticizing the US and in particular the Jews. As a result,
Pound was arrested for treason by American forces in Italy in 1945 and interned
at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Washington, D.C, where he became a patient of MK-
Ultra psychiatrist Dr. Winfred Overholser.

Angleton, explains Frances Stonor Saunders, was a vital link in what was
to become known as “the P source” (“P” standing for “Professor”), referring
to the CIA’s connection with the Ivy League. “Intellectuals, or a certain sort of
intellectuals, have always had a romance about intelli